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CHILDREN’S VOICE 

WAUKESHA COUNTY’S CHILDREN WITH  SPECIAL  

NEEDS PROGRAM MONTHLY  NEWSLETTER 

| June 2021|    

Every year, May celebrates Mental Health Month. 

The goal of Mental Health Month is two fold:

1.

2.

To accomplish this, NAMI Southeast Wisconsin will be spearheading a grand awareness campaign for the 

month of May called the Green Ribbon Campaign, reaching across the entirety of our affiliate region of 

Milwaukee, Waukesha, and Jefferson counties. 

The Green Ribbon Campaign allows you to show your support for individuals living with mental health 

concerns by wearing this lapel pin proudly as an ambassador for mental health. The lapel pin and ribbon 

are attached to a pocket

Come to either of 

green ribbon!  
Help Us Reach our Goal of Assuring That CCOP Funding gets into the hands of Families 

Our Children’s Community Options Program (CCOP) is one of the valued funding sources our agency can use to 
help enhance the lives of youth with special needs in Waukesha County.   We want to assure that we use every 
penny of the funding and give as many families the opportunity to access the funds as possible and in a timely 
fashion.   The best way to help us support that mission is by those that have already had CCOP purchases 
approved for reimbursement to reach out to your service coordinator to pass along the receipt for 
reimbursement.   Recently, letters have went out to families whom have had services and items that have been 
approved but we have no knowledge that the child has been able to access those benefits until we receive the 
request for reimbursement from the parent.  If you have changed your mind and are no longer in need of what is 
approved, please let us know as that allows us to allocate that funding to another family.  If you have questions 
about the letter or about the turnaround time requested, or there are other special family circumstances which 
you’d like to discuss please reach out to your service coordinator.  

 

 

 

The June issue of the All in for Kids newsletter is now available online in English, Hmong, and Spanish. The May 
issue provides important Children's Long-Term Support (CLTS) Waiver Program updates, including: 

• Step three of Deciding Together: Weighing the Options 

• Helping to prepare youth for employment 

• Boosting mental health: Ways to help youth overcome mental health stigma 

• New Youth Mental Health Crisis Card 

• Helpful resources for families 

Sumer Solstice 2021:  The First Day of Summer, is June 20th, which is also the longest Day of the Year (By 

longest day, means the longest period of sunlight hours) In the Northern Hemisphere, summer solstice 

occurs when the sun travels along its northernmost path in the sky. The Earth arrives at the point in its orbit 

where the North Pole is at its maximum tilt toward the Sun, resulting in the longest day and the shortest 

night of the calendar year.  The timing of the June solstice is not based on a specific calendar date or time, it 

all depends on when the Sun reaches its northernmost point from the celestial equator.  Therefore, the 

solstice won’t always occur on the same day.  Currently, it shifts between June 20, 21, and 22.   

https://namisoutheastwi.org/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/newsletters/kids-2021-03.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MDkuNDE2NzcxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9uZXdzbG
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MDkuNDE2NzcxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9uZXdzbG
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MDkuNDE2NzcxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9uZXdzbG
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
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Transition Resources 

Department of Vocational Rehabilitation: DVR 

works with high school students who are transitioning 

from high school to post-secondary education and 

employment.  DVR partners with the Department of 

Public Instructions and the Department of Health 

Services to work with the student and community 

resources to provide a smooth transition from school to 

the world of work and community services.   

Questions to Ask Your Child’s Doctor about 

Transitioning to Adult Health Care:  Use this 

resource as you help your child transition from 

pediatric care to adult care.    

Family Toolkit-Pediatric to Adult Health Care 

Transition: Got Transition developed a toolkit for 

families to use to guide their youth’s transition from 

pediatric to adult health care.  Materials include a 

transition timeline, questions to ask your doctor, what 

turning 18 means for one’s health, and more.   

Youth Leadership Summit: Connect with other 

youth and gain valuable skills to prepare youth for 

being a leader and transitioning to life after high 

school.  June 21-25, 2021 from 10am-2pm.  Open 

enrollment please contact Kristin Stern: 414-226-8332 

or kstern@independencefirst.org.   

Conferences/Workshops 

Wisconsin’s Supported Decision-Making 

Agreement Law: Wisconsin Board for People 

with Developmental Disabilities Recorded 

Presentation.    

What’s After High School: Family Voices of 

Wisconsin Recorded Presentation.   

Virtual Transition Parents in Partnership:  

(TPIP) These trainings will take place virtually via 

Zoom beginning this fall.  RPIP will prepare 

families for the transition process for their youth 

ages 14-21 with disabilities in the areas of 

employment, education, living and health.   

Endless Possibilities 2021: Successful 

Transitions:  Virtual Conference for educators, 

parents, and others to gain information related to 

special education, family supports and mental 

health.  Sponsored by WI FACETS, August 6, 2021 

8am-3pm.   

Mental Wellness 

NAMI Family-to-Family: Free 8 session 

educational program for family, significant others 

and friends of people with mental health 

conditions.   

NAMI Basics: Do you can for a child experiencing 

mental health, emotional, or behavioral difficulties.  

NAMI Basics OnDemand is an online 6-session 

education program for parents, caregivers, and 

other family members who provider care for your 

who are experiencing mental health symptoms.   

COVID-19 Resources   

National Alliance on Mental Illness COVID-19 

Resource and Information Guide: NAMI has 

committed to proving information and resources to 

hep people navigate through the crisis.  In this guide, 

you will find answers to questions during this difficult 

time.   

We would love your feedback! 

The Children with Special Needs Program would like your feedback in regards to our newsletter!  What can 

we add?  What should we change?  Please email Mardy Juhl, CSN Supervisor at: 

mjuhl@waukeshacounty.gov 

https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/job-seekers/transition/
https://www.gottransition.org/resource/?hct-questions-ask-doctor-parents
https://www.gottransition.org/resource/?hct-questions-ask-doctor-parents
https://www.gottransition.org/resource/?hct-family-toolkit
https://www.gottransition.org/resource/?hct-family-toolkit
https://www.independencefirst.org/services/youth-leadership-and-independent-living
mailto:kstern@independencefirst.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2suZnPhUEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2suZnPhUEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEyuteY8UL0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10ad8gQPEA_Zr7x8ZzErAFfXmVm5wpRa0/view
https://www.uww.edu/ce/endlesspossibilitiesconference
https://www.uww.edu/ce/endlesspossibilitiesconference
https://namisoutheastwi.org/support-and-education/mental-health-education/family-to-family/
https://namisoutheastwi.org/support-and-education/mental-health-education/nami-basics/
https://nami.org/Support-Education/NAMI-HelpLine/COVID-19-Information-and-Resources/COVID-19-Resource-and-Information-Guide
https://nami.org/Support-Education/NAMI-HelpLine/COVID-19-Information-and-Resources/COVID-19-Resource-and-Information-Guide
mailto:mjuhl@waukeshacounty.gov
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Children with Special Needs 

Program Staff 

Vickie Smith (Interim Division Manager)  

262-548-7241 

Mardy Juhl (Supervisor) 262-970-6672 

Dan Borchardt 262-896-8532  

Kim Hawke 262-970-0665 

Melissa Lipovsek 262-548-7348  

Sara Rydzik 262-548-7997  

Ted Wuerslin 262-548-7269 

Leslie Zersen 262-548-7228 

Erin Zellmer (Interim Supervisor)262-548-7381 

Chelsee Dinamarca (LSS Supervisor )262-896-6881 

Allison Anschutz 262-970-6685  

Stephanie Binder 262-970-6610 

Laura Eichsteadt  262-548-7292  

Alissa Hetzel 262-896-6829  

Emily Partlow 262-548-7772  

Emily Roper  262-548-7891 

Jessica Wegner 262-548-7353  

Melissa Weir 262-548-7341  

Julie Kunath (Supervisor) 262-970-4794  

Maddy Attewell 262-896-6829  

JoAnne Ayers 262-548-7442 

Paige Blanchette 262-970-6629  

Rebecca Messnick 262-896-8569  

Lauren Polahar (Supervisor)  262-548-7298  

Amanda Hutchison 262-548-7716  

Courtney LaBuy 262-722-0188 

Cailey Moran 262-722-0190 

Jessica Pagel 262-722-0189 

Mary Pitcher 262-548-7719 

Amelia Kennedy 262-548-7232 

Megan Buhl 262-970-6612 

 

Summer Fun Activities  

Scholastic Summer Reading Program offers kids an 

exciting, free, and safe summer reading experience.  Kids can 

visit the summer zone in Scholastic Home base, a free digital 

destination which offers stories, characters, games, and a 

community of readers.   

Children’s Activity Calendar: It’s time to get moving and 

take learning outdoors!  Try new kinds of exercise on Global 

Running Day, National Trails Day, and International Yoga 

Day, or learn more about the natural world during National 

Zoo and Aquarium Month, World Oceans Day, and 

International Asteroid Day.  Plus, find lots of ideas for 

engaging summer activities, craft projects, book suggestions, 

and more.  There is something for every day of the month!   

100 Summer Fun Ideas for Kids and Parents: Check 

out this list of 100 things you and your kids can do to fight off 

summertime boredom  Don’t let your kids have all the fun-

many of these activities are fun for the whole family to share.   

Waukesha County Events: An all inclusive event guide to 

Waukesha County Events.   

Able Trek Tours: Serves people with special needs, mental 

illness.  Travelers must exhibit good social behavior, have no 

major medical conditions and must be at least 16 years old 

and display appropriate behavior towards property, 

themselves, and others.   

Tri My Best Triathlon: An adaptive triathlon (swim/bike/

run) event held on the August 1, 2021 for children and young 

adults with developmental disabilities ages 5 and up.   

Good Reads 

Tips for Single Parents of Children with Special Needs 

Helping Students with ADHD in the Age of Digital Distraction 

Making Fathers Visible in Maternal and Child Health  

https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/summer-reading/SRC_InfoSheet.pdf
https://ideas.demco.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Childrens_Activity_Calendar_June21_2pg.pdf
https://www.verywellfamily.com/summer-fun-ideas-kids-and-parents-3542627
https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/Events
https://abletrektours.com/
https://www.kenoshaymca.org/community-impact/community-programs/tri-my-best-triathlon/
https://www.medicalhomeportal.org/living-with-child/taking-care-of-yourself-and-your-family/tips-for-single-parents-of-children-with-special-needs
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1165856.pdf
https://www.nichq.org/insight/making-fathers-visible-maternal-and-child-health

