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Slide 1: Title 

 
Lynda: Hello and thank you for attending Virtual Public Involvement Meeting #2 for the 

Pewaukee to Brookfield Multi-Use Path. I’m Lynda Fink with KL Engineering and 
Stephen Siodlarz with Waukesha County Parks is also here.   

 
Slide 2: Presentation Outline  

Lynda: I’m going to provide a quick outline of the presentation.  

We’ll start with an introduction of the project, provide an updated timeline, and 
typical sections.  

Then we’ll go into more detail on design of the bridges, the trailheads, and the 
intersection improvements.  

Stephen will then provide some additional resident updates and summarize the 
environmental improvements for the corridor.  

I’ll then go back to discuss frequently asked construction questions and we’ll 
close with providing information for additional contacts or comments that you 
may have.  

 
Slide 3: Introduction 

Lynda: As you may be aware, the project consists of a 10’ wide paved trail on the 
abandoned railroad corridor owned by the County.  

The corridor is 66’ wide and is approximately 3.5 miles in length.  

It traverses through scenic woodlands and wetlands and it does include the 
conversion of 3 existing railroad bridges to bike/pedestrian bridges.  

The project is a partnership with DOT and the City of Brookfield. It is an 80/20 
grant from DOT with 20% being local funds.  

Our current estimate for construction is $2.2 million.  
 
 



Slide 4: Project Timeline  

Lynda: The project has completed a number of items to date.  

Initially, the data gathering for the site has been completed [as well as] 
preliminary design and environmental work.  

Obviously, PIM #1 was held and since that time, DOT approvals for 
environmental and design reports have been completed.  

 
We’re currently working on the development of final plans, specifications and 
Estimates; the land acquisition on the west end for the small parking lot; [and] the 
permitting.  
   
Then, after that in October, we’ll be submitting the final PS&E. In December 
we’re anticipating project bidding. In February - project award, and then in March 
of next year, the start of construction.  

 
 
Slide 5: Typical Sections   

Lynda: The design of the typical sections has remained the same from PIM #1  
 

To recap, within the railroad corridor, we’re going to be utilizing the existing 
Railroad ballast as base and then build up. [The trail] is centered on the railroad 
corridor.  

 
We’ll be removing any of the topsoil on the ballast, the ties themselves, and the 
rails. The construction activities will be limited to the County corridor.   

 
The finished section will be 10’ wide asphalt pavement, 3’ wide shoulders at a 6:1 
slope --or less steep than that, and then match into existing grade as quickly as 
possible --typically 3-5’. 

 
Slide 6: Bridges  

Lynda: There are three bridges within the trail corridor. All three of these railroad bridges 
will be converted to bike/ped bridges. 

 
The existing substructure on each will remain and be cleaned and repaired. The 
graffiti on all of them will be removed. The ties and other timber aspects will be 
removed and replaced.  

 
And then a pre-fabricated system will be built on top of the existing substructures 
on each bridge. This then adds the decking and the railings for the bike and 
pedestrian use for the bridges.  

 
And with that, I am going to turn it over to Stephen.  

 
 
 
 



Slide 7: Trailheads – Southwest end: North Avenue  
Stephen: Thanks, Lynda. We will now look at the designs for the trailheads, of which 

there are two on this project. 
  
 The first is located at the southwest end of the trail at the terminus of North 

Avenue in the City of Pewaukee. Our goal, for this design, was to maximize the 
usable space within the parcel that we are acquiring for this facility, while 
minimizing the environmental impacts that the construction of this parking lot will 
have on the parcel. 

 
 So, in that, we had to reduce our original intent of a 10-stall lot to the small, five-

stall lot that you see here. There will be, again, five stalls; one will be an 
accessible one. And, then, there is a connecting path that leads from the parking 
area to the main trail. 
 

Slide 8: Trailheads – Northeast end: Future Fiddleheads Parking Lot   
Stephen: The second trailhead facility will be found on the northeast end of the trail in 

the City of Brookfield. It will be bound on the north by Riverview Drive, on the 
east by Brookfield Road, on the south by River Hills Drive and on the west by a 
residential lot. 

 
 This slide shows the connections to and around the proposed trailhead facility. 

The main path, the 10-foot asphalt path, will continue to the existing sidewalk at 
Brookfield Road. And, then, we are proposing an eight-foot wide, accessible 
concrete path to connect the main path to the parking lot for the trailhead facility, 
where bike racks will be available for bike parking and the proposed café will 
have public restroom access, as well. 

 
 The trailhead facility is not a part of this project. The proposed café and 

associated parking is a separate collaboration between the City of Brookfield and 
a private, development group. For more information on that, you can visit the City 
of Brookfield’s website. 

 
 
Slide 9: Intersection Improvements: Watertown Road  

Stephen: One concern that came out of the first public information meeting was for the 
safety of the trail users at the intersections of the trail at Watertown Road and the 
trail at the Barker Road and North Avenue roundabout. We addressed these 
concerns with our advanced warning signage on the trail and on the roads. 

  
 Along the trail, advanced warning signs will be placed, roughly, 150 feet from the 

intersection and, then, stop signs will be placed at the intersections.  
 

And on Watertown Road, advanced warning signs saying pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic crossings will be placed, roughly, 565 feet from the intersection and then, 
again, repeated at the intersection.  
 
In conjunction with the signage, there will be high visibility pavement markings 
signifying where the exact crossing of the trail is located. 

 
 



Slide 10: Intersection Improvements: Roundabout at Barker Rd (CTH Y) & North Ave 
(CTH M) 

Stephen: For the intersection improvements at the roundabout at North Avenue and 
Barker Road, we consulted extensively with the City of Brookfield and the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation and the Waukesha County Department 
of Public Works for their recommendations on the safety improvements for the 
design of this intersection. 

 
 The improvements to the crossings were to encourage trail users to utilize the 

south and the southeast quadrants; to get a majority of the trail users at these 
two crossings so motorists would recognize where the majority of the trail use 
would be. And, also, the improvements for the trail crossings within the medians, 
they will be widened to 10 feet. As well, the sidewalk in the southeast quadrant of 
this intersection will also be widened to 10 feet. 

 
 And, again, we will be using the advanced warning signage on both the trail and 

the roads. And, then, in conjunction with that, we will have the high visibility 
pavement markings and additional signage at the crosswalks. 

 
Slide 11: Resident Updates   

Stephen: Updates for residents with properties adjacent to the corridor… 
• All proposed new vegetation in the landscaping plan will be planted within the 

County-owned corridor. 
• Current areas of mowed lawn on County property will be restored with native 

vegetation. More on that will be talked about in the next slide. 
 

And, as pertaining to personal belongings on County property, we ask that any 
encroachments on County property be removed this summer prior to us putting 
this out to bid. Encroachments can be wood piles, retaining walls, and any 
formalized landscaping, trees that have been planted (especially if you want to 
save them), and retaining walls, again, fencing, compost bins, recreational 
equipment, etc. 
 
Please notify us of any encroachments that you have recently removed from 
County property.  
 
And for a quick check, if you are concerned to see if you do have an 
encroachment, an easy way to do it is to measure 33 feet from the center of the 
rails, on either side. We do own the property on both sides of the tracks. So that 
is a quick and easy way for you to see if you do have an encroachment that you 
should remove. Again, if you have any other questions or concerns about 
encroachments, please contact us.  

 
Slide 12: Environmental Improvements  

Stephen: There are a few environmental improvements that will result from the 
construction of this trail: 

 
 Number One – all existing railroad ties and rail will be removed from the corridor 

and transported and disposed of off-site in accordance with environmental 
regulations.  

 



Number Two - invasive and overly aggressive trees and shrubs such as 
Buckthorn, Black Locust, Box Elder in the direct trail footprint will be removed. 
  
And the Third is supplemental native plantings will be added to the corridor to 
enhance habitat for native pollinators. 
 
And with that, I will hand it back to Lynda to address some frequently asked 
questions about the construction process. 

 
Slide 13: Frequently Asked Construction Questions 

Lynda: Thank you Stephen.  
    

I am now going to review frequently asked construction questions on trail projects 
such as this.  
 
Number one question is typically access. The contractor will be accessing the 
corridor from the [intersecting] roadways. They are limited to work within the 
corridor and will not be on your property nor accessing through your property.  

 
The Project Schedule--- This is dependent on final WisDOT approval which ties 
to when we can bid, but there are a number of items that would be beneficial for 
us to do in late winter/ early spring. This is ideal for clearing & grubbing, rail and 
tie removal and some bridge work. We are ultimately aiming for completion of the 
project in summer 2021 

 
One of the questions we also run into is what is the public access of corridor 
during construction? It is a closed construction site. For everyone’s safety, we 
don’t want people on it with the exception of the contractors. So, no bicycle or 
pedestrian traffic will be allowed until the project is complete. 

 
And then finally, how will you know when it’s starting and then the progress? The 
County will send a letter to all adjacent property owners ahead of construction; 
once a contractor is selected. The County will have a website with construction 
updates throughout the whole process.  

 
 
Slide 14: Further questions/ Comments   

Lynda: And with that, we’d like to then review how you can provide comments or contact 
us with any additional questions.  
 
Number one, you can fill out and mail the comment form on project website to us. 
This is the same form that you received in the mail.  

 
You can email Stephen or myself directly-- just be sure to include the same 
information from the form. And then the contact information for Stephen and 
myself is listed below.  
We do ask that you submit any comments or questions by Friday, July 24th.  
 
And we thank you for listening to this presentation.  

 
 



 


