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We are so fortunate to live in a
county full of abundant natural
resources, wonderful parks, and
many opportunities for residents
and visitors alike to experience
the outdoors.
This guide provides the
information you will need to
enjoy our programs and special
events that promote preservation
of our county’s resources.
I encourage you to use this guide
so that together we may:
Increase the amount of material recycled from households
and businesses to reduce our environmental impact
Create opportunities for everyone to explore the outstanding
natural resources in the Waukesha County Park System
Protect the county’s lakes and streams by informing citizens
on how property management decisions impact water 		
quality
Better understand how our actions impact the environment
and how we can work collaboratively to conserve our unique
natural resources through a variety of science-based 		
programs
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Protect the quantity and quality of groundwater resources
in the county by promoting water conservation and 		
groundwater infiltration

So let’s get out, get active, and enjoy all of our great
natural resources in Waukesha County!
Paul Farrow,
Waukesha County Executive

All programs are held at Retzer Nature Center,
S14 W28167 Madison Street, Waukesha, WI 53188, unless otherwise
noted and are subject to change without notice.
Staff may photograph programs and events for promotional material such as, but not limited to, brochures,
advertisement of events, website, etc. This booklet is printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper.

AT A GLANCE
August 1
Wednesday

Retzer Camera Club

August 13
Monday

Retzer Rangers
“Butterflies Flutter By”

Aug 14 & 15
Tues & Wed

Wee Wonders
“Vista Visitors”

September 5
Wednesday

Retzer Camera Club

September 10
Monday

Retzer Rangers
“Hoppers Through the Grass”

Sept 11 & 12
Tues & Wed

Wee Wonders
“Field of Color”

September 16
Sunday

November 12
Monday

Retzer Rangers
“Trees, Seeds, Nuts & Leaves”

November 13 & 14 Wee Wonders
Tues & Wed
“Camouflaged Critters”

January 27
Sunday

Planetarium Shows

February 2
Saturday

Winter Wildlife Adventure

February 6
Wednesday

Retzer Camera Club

February 9
Saturday

Winter Wildlife Adventure

November 17
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

November 18
Sunday

Benjamin Goss Bird Club

November 22
Thursday

Retzer Building Closed
HOLIDAY

November 24
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

February 11
Monday

Retzer Rangers
“Wild Bird Feeders”

December 1
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

February 12 & 13
Tues & Wed

Wee Wonders
“Moonlight Animals”

Benjamin Goss Bird Club

December 5
Wednesday

Retzer Camera Club

September 19
Wednesday

Build -A- Scarecrow Deadline

December 8
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

September 22
Saturday

Friends of Retzer Nature
Center’s Apple Harvest Festival

December 10
Monday

Retzer Rangers
“Winter Preparation”

Doors Open Milwaukee - Recycling
Facility Tour

December 15
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

October 3
Wednesday

Retzer Camera Club

December 22
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

October 6
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

December 25
Tuesday

Retzer Building Closed
HOLIDAY

October 8
Monday

Retzer Rangers
“Pumpkins, Spiders, Bats – Oh My!”

January 2
Wednesday

Retzer Camera Club

October 9 & 10
Tues & Wed

Wee Wonders
“Seeds, Seeds Everywhere”

January 5
Saturday

Winter Wildlife Adventure

October 12
Friday

Friends of Retzer Nature
Center’s Howl -O- Ween

January 12
Saturday

Wild in Waukesha

Planetarium Shows
Planetarium Shows

October 20
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

October 21
Sunday

Benjamin Goss Bird Club

October 27
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

November 3
Saturday

Science Fest
Planetarium Shows

November 7
Wednesday

Retzer Camera Club

November 10
Saturday

Planetarium Shows

Planetarium Shows

Planetarium Shows

Planetarium Shows
Winter Wildlife Adventure
Planetarium Shows

January 14
Monday

Retzer Rangers
“Scat & Tracks”

January 15
Tuesday

Wee Wonders
“Footprints in the Snow”

January 16
Wednesday

Wee Wonders
“Footprints in the Snow”
Wild in Waukesha

January 19
Saturday
January 20
Sunday
January 26
Saturday

Friends of Retzer Nature
Center’s Wild Winter Night
Planetarium Shows

December 11 & 12 Wee Wonders
Tues & Wed
“Winter Party in the Pines”

Planetarium Shows

October 13
Saturday

February 16
Saturday

Waukesha JanBoree

Winter Wildlife Adventure
Planetarium Shows
Benjamin Goss Bird Club
Planetarium Shows
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February 17
Sunday

Benjamin Goss Bird Club

February 23
Saturday

Winter Wildlife Adventure
Planetarium Shows

SPECIAL EVENTS

For more information or to register visit waukeshacountyparks.com

Build A Scarecrow for Apple Harvest Festival

For All Ages
Register by Wednesday, September 19
Call (262) 896.8007 for more information
Get your family or a group to create a scarecrow to display on Scarecrow Lane at Retzer Nature
Center. Scarecrows will be viewed during the annual Friends of Retzer Nature Center’s Apple
Harvest Festival and must be in place by Friday, September 21 at noon. Information packets
can be picked up at the Retzer Nature Center front desk or downloaded from our website:
www.waukeshacounty.gov/appleharvestfestival.

Friends of Retzer Nature Center’s Apple Harvest Festival
For All Ages
Saturday, September 22
9am - 5pm
$5.00 per carload

This autumn family festival has a traditional heritage theme, and is sponsored by the Friends
of Retzer Nature Center. This event features a family-friendly beer garden, nature passport
experience, art & craft exhibitors, a heirloom apple market, homemade apple pie, children’s
games, hayrides, concerts, a Friends silent auction and much more. Bring the whole family!
See page 6 for more information.
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium will offer a special showing of “Sky Wars: Battles of
Discovery” every half hour from 9:30am-3:30pm for $2 per person. See page 10 for more information.

Doors Open Milwaukee - Recycling Facility Tour

For All Ages
Saturday, September 22
10am - 3pm
Free
Tickets required and available at doorsopenmilwaukee.org starting September 5 first-come, first served
City of Milwaukee/Waukesha County Materials Recovery Facility, 1401 W. Mount Vernon, Milwaukee
Take a free tour of the City of Milwaukee/Waukesha County Materials Recovery Facility (MRF)
as part of Doors Open Milwaukee! While the system will not be in operation, visitors can still
get an up-close look and learn about the Materials Recovery Facility. Visitors must wear closedtoe shoes.

Friends of Retzer Nature Center’s Howl-O-Ween

Families & Young Children
Friday, October 12
6pm - 9pm
$15 per carload
A Halloween-themed evening filled with scare-free entertainment and activities for the whole
family! This event features night hikes, campfire stories, planetarium shows, children’s games
and crafts, a DJ dance party, and food & beverages. Recommended for families with children
10 and younger. See page 12 for more information.
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium will offer a special showing of “The Little Star that Could”
every half hour from 6:30pm-8:30pm. See page 10 for more information.
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Science Fest

For All Ages
Saturday, November 3
1pm - 4pm
$3 per person or $10 per family upon arrival (children 2 years and younger are free)
Learn how “Your Actions Matter” at Retzer Nature Center’s 2nd Annual Science Fest! This
celebration of science features hands-on activities, hikes, and planetarium shows! Event is held
rain or shine. See page 13 for more information.
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium will offer special showings of “Our Place in Space” at
1:10pm & 2:30pm and “Did an Asteroid Really Kill the Dinosaurs?” at 1:50pm & 3:10pm.
See page 10 for more information.

Citizen Science: Wild in Waukesha

Adults & Teens
Saturday, January 12
9:30am - 10:30am
Wednesday, January 16
6:30pm - 7:30pm
Free
Register by Wednesday, January 9
Join Waukesha County Parks and Land Use for the launch of our first-ever county-wide Citizen
Science Program! Our conservation biologist will discuss how you can help study and protect
rare plant and wildlife populations through Citizen Science in Waukesha County. Citizen
Scientists will be trained to help monitor wetlands, birds, small mammals, amphibians, reptiles,
butterflies, and more! No prior experience necessary.

Waukesha JanBoree

For All Ages
Sunday, January 27
Various times
Free
Waukesha JanBoree is a city / county-wide event held in partnership with the City of Waukesha
Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department. Retzer Nature Center offers a full day of free family
fun.
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium will offer a special showing of “Cosmic Colors” every halfhour from 9:30am - 3:30pm. See page 11 for more information.

Friends of Retzer Nature Center’s Wild Winter Night

For All Ages
Saturday, February 16
6pm - 9pm
$3 per person or $10 per family upon arrival (children 2 years and younger are free)
Cure your cabin fever and enjoy this wild winter adventure! There will be guided hikes
throughout the evening, free snowshoe rentals, and a sing-along by the campfire with S’mores
and hot cocoa. Explore the winter sky with telescopes.
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium will offer a special showing of “The Solar System Show”
every half hour from 6:30pm-8:30pm. See page 11 for more information.
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GENERAL PROGRAMMING
For more information or to register visit waukeshacountyparks.com

Volunteer Teacher Naturalist Training

Adults
Call (262) 896.8007 for more information
Retzer Nature Center offers an apprenticeship program for teaching naturalist training.
Volunteers will be prepared to lead a school group during the Teacher Naturalist course. There
is no registration deadline; we welcome new volunteers year round.

Volunteer Service Project

Adults & Children
Call (262) 896.8007 for more information
Be part of a team restoring the land to a natural and sustainable state. This is a hands-on
learning experience that supports healthy ecosystems. Activities include land management,
invasive species control, species conservation, protection of native species, and herbaceous
weed control. Recommended for children 7 years and older (Children must be accompanied by
an adult).

Saturday, September 22nd
9 am - 5 pm
Arts and Crafts | Children’s Activities
Heirloom Apple Market | Planetarium Shows
Horse Drawn Wagon Rides | & More!

Beer Garden with

Retzer Camera Club

Adults
Wednesdays: August 1, September 5, October 3, November 7, December 5, January 2, February 6
7pm
The Camera Club meets monthly with instructional programs, sharing/critiquing of members’
photographs, discussing equipment and technique, and providing opportunities for taking
photographs at Retzer Nature Center and other nature areas.
For more information visit retzercameraclub.blogspot.com or join the Retzer Nature Center
Camera Club Group on Facebook.

Benjamin Goss Bird Club

Adults, Teens & Older Children
Sundays: September 16, October 21, November 18, January 20, February 17
7 - 9pm
Benjamin Goss Bird Club provides an opportunity for those interested in an active study of
birds and their habitats to meet with fellow bird enthusiasts. Recommended for ages 11 and
older. For more information visit gossbirdclub.org.

Winter Wildlife Adventure

9 am - 4:30 pm
$5 parking fee
Retzer Nature Center
S14 W28167 Madison St. | Waukesha, WI 53188

waukeshacountyparks.com

Families & Scouts
Saturdays: January 5, 12, 19 & February 2, 9, 23
9am - 11am & 1pm - 3pm
$5.00 per person per class
Rgister by noon the Friday prior to class
In winter, nature records the fascinating activities of animals. We can often tell more about
animals by the signs they leave behind. Join us for a brief indoor presentation to learn how to
identify different tracks and evidence of animal activity, then we’ll head outside for a snowshoe
adventure. Use Retzer’s snowshoes or bring your own. Program may be cancelled due to
weather. Minimum of 5 and maximum of 30 participants.
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WEE WONDERS

For more information or to register visit waukeshacountyparks.com

Ages: 2-4		

Time: 9:30am - 10:30am

Fee: $4.00 per child per class

This monthly program will focus on outdoor fun for children ages 2 - 4. Wee Wonders will provide handson discovery of the natural world. Each child must be accompanied by an adult for participation in this
program. Minimum of 5 registrants, maximum of 20.
Pre-registration is required by the Friday prior to the program.
Each program includes an outdoor experience; please dress for the weather.

Winter Party in the Pines

Vista Visitors

Tuesday, Dec. 11 & Wednesday, Dec. 12
Register by Friday, December 7
Invitations have been sent. Decorations are
all in place. Time to get this party started!
Join the naturalists in the pines as we host a
party for the Retzer wildlife. We will prepare
a few tasty treats for the animals at Retzer
Nature Center.

Tuesday, August 14 & Wednesday, August 15
Register by Friday, August 10
Travel up to the Retzer Vista as we search
for cool creatures hiding among the grasses
and flowers. Parents will assist their child
with a sweep net as we hunt for six-legged
insects.

Field of Color

Footprints in the Snow

Tuesday, Sept. 11 & Wednesday, Sept. 12
Register by Friday, September 7
We’ll have a color hunt and discover all the
different colors hiding among the prairie
grasses at Retzer Nature Center. Children are
encouraged to wear their brightly colored
clothes as we explore a field of colors.

Tuesday, Jan. 15 & Wednesday, Jan. 16
Register by Friday, January 11
We’ll learn about many animals’ feet and
the footprints they leave in snow and mud.
We’ll step into a pair of snowshoes and
head outdoors for a winter walk (weather
permitting). Have fun making tracks in the
snow as we explore the winter scenery on
snowshoes. (Snowshoes provided if weather
permits.)

Seeds, Seeds Everywhere

Tuesday, Oct. 9 & Wednesday, Oct. 10
Register by Friday, October 5
Discover what it takes for a seed to grow as
we pretend to be a seed. We’ll take a hike
to look for seeds and learn how they move
from place to place.

Moonlight Animals

Tuesday, Feb. 12 & Wednesday, Feb. 13
Register by Friday, February 8
We’ll learn all about animals that are up past
your bedtime: owls, foxes, bats, raccoons,
and many more.

Camouflaged Critters

Tuesday, Nov. 13 & Wednesday, Nov. 14
Register by Friday, November 9
Discover how an animal’s fur, feathers or
scales help them hide in their habitats.
We will head outside and search for
camouflaged critters hidden along Retzer
Nature Center trails.
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RETZER RANGERS

For more information or to register visit waukeshacountyparks.com

Ages: 5-7		

Time: 4:30pm - 5:30pm

Fee: $4.00 per child per class

Join a Naturalist as we discover the wonders of nature each month. Dive deep into a new topic and
head outside for hands-on exploration and adventure. Each child must be accompanied by an adult for
participation in this program. Minimum of 5 registrants, maximum of 15.
Pre-registration is required by the Friday prior to the program.
Please arrive no later than 4:20pm and dress for the weather.

Butterflies Flutter By

Winter Preparation

Hoppers Through the Grass

Scat & Tracks

Monday, August 13
Register by Friday, August 10
Explore the prairie for milkweed, in search
of eggs, caterpillars, chrysalises and
butterflies. Create your own Monarch flyer
as you learn about the transforming life of
butterflies and insects.

Monday, December 10
Register by Friday, December 7
Learn how the animals at Retzer Nature
Center get ready for the long Wisconsin
winter. Learn why some animals sleep
through the winter and why others stay
awake.

Monday, January 14
Register by Friday, January 11
While trekking the trails, we will look for
tracks in the snow and for other signs of
animals. (Snowshoes provided if weather
permits.)

Monday, September 10
Register by Friday, September 7
With sweep nets and bug boxes in hand,
we will catch and look at these amazing
jumpers in the prairie.

Pumpkins, Spiders, Bats - Oh My!

Wild Bird Feeders

Monday, October 8
Register by Friday, October 5
Discover some scary fun stuff of fall that
isn’t so scary after all.

Monday, February 11
Register by Friday, February 8
We will go on a search for birds that stay all
winter at Retzer Nature Center. We’ll create
our own feeder to take home to attract
beautiful backyard birds.

Trees, Seeds, Nuts & Leaves

Monday, November 12
Register by Friday, November 9
Explore the woods in late autumn and
collect colorful leaves that have fallen. We
will learn why this transformation takes
place and identify different types of trees.
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HORWITZ-DEREMER
PLANETARIUM

$5.00 per person unless otherwise noted. Private group shows available by
reservation. All shows are held at the Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium located inside
Retzer Nature Center.
For more information or to register a group call (262) 970.4139

Sky Wars: Battles of Discovery

Saturday, September 22
Show runs every half hour 9:30am - 3:30pm
$2.00/person during the Friends of Retzer
Nature Center’s Apple Harvest Festival
Explore epic battles of change in the
sky above us. Follow the struggles, as
new discoveries alter our view of Earth
and its place in the universe. Witness
the connections and conflicts between
astronomy and astrology. And lastly,
voyage into the galaxy to glimpse how
future discoveries might start new battles
about the sky above!
See Apple Harvest Festival (pages 4 & 6) for more event
info.

The Little Star that Could

Friday, October 12
Show runs every half hour 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Included in the entrance fee of $15/carload for
Friends of Retzer Nature Center’s Howl-O-Ween
By giving the stars “personalities,” this
classic planetarium program introduces
children to the sun, moon and planets
seen in the day and night sky. Join us as
we see stars come alive to make learning
astronomy a space adventure!
See Howl-O-Ween (pages 4 & 12) for more event info.

Secret of the Cardboard Rocket

Childrens Show
Saturdays: October 6, 13, 20, 27
Saturdays: November 10, 17, 24
11am
This delightful space fantasy begins when
children make their own cardboard rocket.
The rocket becomes real and takes them
on a fantastic adventure past the sun and
planets.

Stars of the Pharaohs

General Public
Saturdays: October 6, 13, 20, 27
Saturdays: November 10, 17, 24
1pm
This program highlights the amazing stellar
alignments of the pyramids and other
structures of the ancient world. Scientists
describe and explain the life and power of
the Pharaohs and their significance on world
history. Visually spectacular in high definition
video!

Our Place in Space

Childrens Show (recommended for grades 1 - 3)
Saturday, November 3
1:10pm & 2:30pm
Included in entrance fee of $3 per person or $10
per family during Science Fest
This award-winning children’s planetarium
show introduces jungle animals and a space
crossword puzzle to explore the wonders of
the universe. This program will inspire your
young astronomer to appreciate the beauty
of the night sky. A family classic!
See Science Fest (page 13) for more event info.

Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast

One World, One Sky

Childrens Show (recommended for grades 2 - 5)
Saturdays: December 1, 8, 15, 22
Saturdays: January 5, 12, 19, 26
11am
This program introduces basic requirements
for the flight of a rocket. Later in the show, a
journey through the solar system explores
the distances to the sun, moon, and planets.
Properties of the planets are also visually
highlighted.

Childrens Show (recommended for preschool - 2nd
grade)
Saturdays: February 2, 9, 23
Saturdays: March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
11am
Explore the night sky with our friends from
Sesame Street™. Join Big Bird, Elmo, and
Hu Hu Zhu as they take a trip to the Moon.
See how the Moon is different from the
Earth and learn how to find the Big Dipper
and North Star from your backyard.

The First Stargazers

Nine Planets and Counting

General Public
Saturdays: December 1, 8, 15, 22
Saturdays:, January 5, 12, 19, 26
1pm
This show investigates the mysterious
chambers of ancient buildings. Travel with us
to Stonehenge and other giant astronomical
sites to see the incredible structures made by
the first stargazers.

General Public
Saturdays: February 2, 9, 23
Saturdays: March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
1pm
How many planets are in the Solar System?
Do you know? Are you sure? This program
highlights the variety of objects that
populate our Solar System. Along the
way each planet is examined individually,
comparing the rocky worlds to gas giants.

Cosmic Colors

General Public
Sunday, January 27
Runs every half hour from 9:30am - 3:30pm
Free as part of Waukesha JanBoree
Discover why the sky is blue, Mars is red and
why things appear the colors they do. Step
into the invisible universe to investigate the
electromagnetic energy all around us, from
the infrared light of a roaring fire, to the X-rays
emitted by a black hole.
See Waukesha JanBoree (page 5) for more event info.

The Solar System Show

General Public
Saturday, February 16
Show runs every half hour, 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Included in entrance fee of $3 per person or $10
per family during Wild Winter Night
Join us as our delightful students present
their spectacular show about the sun,
moon and planets. Climb aboard as we
land on the sand dunes of Mars, zoom in on
the red spot on Jupiter, and fly through the
rings of Saturn.
See Wild Winter Night (page 5) for more event info.

Did an Asteroid Really Kill the Dinosaurs?

Childrens Show (recommended for grades 3 - 8)
Saturday, November 3
1:50pm & 3:10pm
Included in entrance fee of $3 per person or $10
per family during Science Fest
This amazing program explores the possibility
that an asteroid caused the extinction of the
dinosaurs. Realistic and scientifically-accurate,
computer-generated animations bring
dinosaurs back to life in a big way! Join us
for this fantastic journey back in time when
dinosaurs roamed the earth.
See Science Fest (page 13) for more event info.

Public Skywatches at Retzer Nature Center
See stars, planets, the moon, nebulae, star clusters and galaxies! Learn how to
use a telescope and binoculars. Our telescope will be available, or feel free to
bring your own.
For dates and times, please visit the Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium website:
waukeshaschools.com/planet
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RECYCLING & WATER
RESOURCES IN YOUR
COMMUNITY!
Visit a recycling & water resource booth at the events below
For more information visit waukeshacounty.gov/recycling or
waukeshacounty.gov/cleanwater

Oconomowoc National Night Out
Tuesday, August 7
5pm
Oconomowoc Community Center

ADULT PROGRAMS
Hosted by Waukesha County Recycling
Program duration is 1 hour
Free for Waukesha County community groups and organizations
Hosted at Retzer Nature Center or your public space
For more information or to request a program visit
waukeshacounty.gov/EnvEdu

Recycling 101: Easier than Ever!

Youth presentations also available
Do you “wish-cycle”? Are you trying to recycle right, but still have questions? Have fun while
getting facts about the value of recycling, processing and end-market products to close the
recycling loop. See video clips of the new recycling facility sorting technology in action. Go
home happy with answers and a better understanding—guaranteed!

Home Composting Workshop

Mukwonago National Night Out

Available in spring/fall
Learn how to create your own compost, how to use it, and different bin styles to build or buy.
Hot or cold, you’ll create “black gold”!

Tuesday, August 7
6pm
Field Park, Mukwonago

Green Cleaning Workshop

Sussex National Night Out

Available in spring/fall
We strive to keep our homes clean and healthy, but sometimes use toxic chemicals to do so. Is
there another way? Find out what common household ingredients can be used to keep your
home healthy, clean and safe. Learn about what really works based on university studies and
learn how to assess commercial cleaning products. Make and take home Creamy Soft Scrub,
along with the recipe—you’ll want more!

Wednesday, August 8
6pm
Sussex Civic Campus

YMCA Pabst Farms Kid’s Fest
Tuesday, August 14
9am - 1pm
Roosevelt Park, Oconomowoc

Friends of Retzer Nature Center’s Apple Harvest Festival
Saturday, September 22
9am - 5pm
Retzer Nature Center

Doors Open Milwaukee - Recycling Facility Tour
Saturday, September 22
10am - 3pm
City of Milwaukee Materials Recovery Facility

Science Fest

Saturday, November 3
1pm - 4pm
Retzer Nature Center

14

15

WATER RESOURCES
PROGRAMS

Recycle Right!

Program duration is approximately 1 hour
Free for Waukesha County scouts, community groups, and organizations
Hosted at Retzer Nature Center or your public space
For more information or to request a program visit
waukeshacounty.gov/EnvEdu

Know the

Sewerology 101

ACCEPTABLE
RECYCLABLES
ACCEPTABLE RECYCLABLES
ACCEPTABLE RECYCLABLES

Ages 8 to Adult
Discover where your water comes from, where it goes when you are finished with it, and the
difference between storm sewers and sanitary sewers. In this interactive presentation we will
also discuss the Waukesha water issue, learn about watersheds and how your actions impact
our waters.

NO SORTING NECESSARY!

I Live In A Watershed

Ages 8 to Adult
Our watershed model provides a hands-on, interactive demonstration of the sources and
effects of runoff pollution. Learn about the watershed you live in and see how it connects…
all the way to the ocean! By the end of this program, you will understand what a watershed is,
how it functions and how you are part of it.

Get the Groundwater Picture

Ages 8 to Adult
Learn how a well works and what goes on above ground that affects our drinking water
supply. See how groundwater moves and functions using a groundwater model. This model
helps take the guesswork out of groundwater.

Stream Monitoring Field Trip

Ages 10 to Adult
Choose a local river or stream and we will meet you on-site to measure turbidity, temperature,
and biotic index. We will also use a hands-on watershed model to find out how these things
are affected by polluted runoff and ways we can prevent it.

The Value of Rain Gardens and Rain Barrels

Adults
Rain barrels have been used for many generations. Discover how they can actually help
restore a more natural water flow while saving you money. Not only will we explore how to
install rain barrels, but we will learn about the benefits of rain gardens too! Rain gardens and
rain barrels can be a beautiful solution to water pollution.

Clean Water, Healthy Lawn Workshop

Adults
Learn how to have a healthy lawn and yard without harming local rivers and streams. This
workshop will cover lawn care and watering as well as how to incorporate features like rain
barrels and rain gardens into your landscape. Practices covered in this workshop are not only
friendly to our local lakes and rivers, but to our pets and children as well.
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CARDBOARD,
FOOD BOXES,
AND CARTONS

PAPER
OFFICE PAPER, JUNK MAIL,
NEWSPAPER, BAGGED
SHREDDED PAPER, ETC.

GLASS BOTTLES
& JARS

PLASTIC
CONTAINERS

ALUMINUM,
METAL CANS,
POTS AND PANS

JUGS, BOTTLES, ETC.

NO

NO FOAM CONTAINERS
NO PLASTIC FILM

NO PLASTIC BAGS
NO ELECTRONICS

NO FOOD OR YARD WASTE
NO SHARPS OR INHALERS

For other household items to recycle:
Download the

‘Waukesha County Recycles’
mobile app
available on Google Play and the App Store

or visit our website www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling

ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH PROGRAMS
Free for scouts, community groups, and organizations
Hosted at Retzer Nature Center or your public space
For more information or to request a program visit
waukeshacounty.gov/EnvEdu

Join our Citizen Science Team! Discover and report sightings of unique
plants and wildlife in Waukesha County from your phone or desktop with
iNaturalist. Assist Waukesha County Parks and Land Use in successfully
managing natural areas, while protecting sensitive and rare species by
reporting your observations to our iNaturalist Project “Wild in Waukesha”.

inaturalist.org/projects/wild-in-waukesha
See page 5 for upcoming Citizen Science events or email inquiries to
parks@waukeshacounty.gov

Animal Bite Prevention*

Ages 5 to 12
50 minutes
Find out about animal awareness, animal body language, and making wise choices while
interacting with animals.

Humane Animal Education*

Ages 8 to 16
50 minutes
Learn the legal definitions of humane and cruel behavior as they relate to animals. Specific case
studies show how humane officers apply the laws.

Humane Animal Careers*

Ages 8 to 16
25 minutes
Explore various careers that involve animals and the preparation required for each career.

Food Safety

Ages 10 to 16
30-60 minutes
Become aware of food safety and the consequences of mishandling food. Hand washing is
emphasized and interactive activities are available.

Drinking Water

Ages 10 to 18
30-60 minutes
Learn about where you get your water, what can be harmful in the water, and how to eliminate
the dangers. Also find out what to search for at home to keep your water safe.

*Electricity and a blank wall for projection are required for this program.
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GIRL SCOUTS
(FOR TROOPS)

The following Girl Scout Programs are held at Retzer Nature Center unless otherwise
noted. Programs must be paid in full at time of booking. Minimum of 10 scouts per
program.

The following programs are only available
Monday through Thursday starting by 4:30pm latest
To request a program visit waukeshacounty.gov/EnvEdu
To book a Saturday date please call (262) 970.6680 to check availability
FEES:

$4 per scout per 1 hour program
$6 per scout per 1.5 hours program
$8 per scout per 2 hours program

Unless otherwise noted

DAISY

Between Earth and Sky – 1.5 hours (April - Nov.)
Scouts will discover different colors, shapes and textures as we complete a
scavenger hunt along Retzer Nature Center’s trails.

BROWNIE

Bugs (Naturalist Legacy Badge) – 2 hours (May - Oct.)
FEE per scout: $9.00 (includes project supplies)
Step 1: Talk to a bug specialist
Step 2: Create a bug craft or bug box
Step 3: See bugs in action
Step 4: Explore bug homes
Step 5: Take a bug walk
Hikers (Skill Building Badge) – 1.5 hours (Year Round)
FEE per scout $8 (includes snack)
Step 1: Choose a Retzer Nature trail
Step 2: Try out a hiking skill (map reading)
Step 3: Know the right gear for hiking
Step 4: Make a healthy snack to take on your hike
Step 5: Go on a scavenger hunt hike with a naturalist
Letter Boxing (Skill Building Badge) – 2 hours (April - Oct.)
FEE per scout $8.50 (includes project supplies)
Step 1: Practice your “seeking” skills
Step 2: Create your own stamp
Step 3: Practice solving clues
Step 4: Go on a letterbox hunt
Step 5: Make a troop letter box to hide

BROWNIE

Outdoor Art Creator Badge – 2 hours (April - Oct.)
FEE per scout $9 (includes project supplies)
Step 1: Find art ideas outdoors
Step 2: Create something inspired by nature
Step 3: Dance or make music outdoors
Step 4: Be a nature photographer
Step 5: Design with nature
Geocacher (Skill Building Badge) – 2 hours (Year Round)
FEE per scout $8.50 (includes project supplies)
Step 1: Prepare for your adventure
Step 2: Learn to use a GPS receiver
Step 3: Make an item to trade
Step 4: Go on a geocaching adventure

JUNIOR

Animal Habitat (Skill Building Badge) – 1.5 hours (Year Round)
Complete this badge outdoors at Retzer Nature Center
Step 1: Find out about wild animals
Step 2: Investigate an animal habitat
Step 3: Create an animal house for Retzer animals
Step 4: Explore endangered habitats
Step 5: Learn how to protect animal habitats

Junior Journey Jumpstart! (Year Round)

Choose from a variety of program options/lengths provided by Retzer Nature Center
staff and Waukesha County Recycling and Water Specialists to get moving on your
Junior Journey! Book 1-hour programs individually, or put together a program package
of 2 or 3 hours of the following programs:
• Energy: what it is, ways to save it, sound & heat energy,
Retzer Nature Center’s Geothermal System
• Waste in our lives: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot
• Papermaking
• Water Pollution/Stormwater/Groundwater - water and energy use
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CUB SCOUTS
(FOR DENS & PACKS)

The following Cub Scout Programs are held at Retzer Nature Center unless otherwise
noted. Programs must be paid in full at time of booking. Minimum of 10 scouts per
program.

The following programs are only available
Monday through Thursday starting by 4:30pm latest
To request a program visit waukeshacounty.gov/EnvEdu
To book a Saturday date please call (262) 970.6680 to check availability
FEES:

$4 per scout per 1 hour program
$6 per scout per 1.5 hours program
$8 per scout per 2 hours program

WEBELOS

Into the Wild – 2 hours (April - Oct.)
Learn about bird flyways, and wild creatures in their habitats, and identify
local animals. Identify components of the food chain and how humans
have changed the balance of nature. As we take a hike along wetlands, we
will learn about the role of aquatic ecosystems. Requirements 4-9 will be
completed during this program.
Into the Woods – 2 hours (April - Oct.)
Join a naturalist on a hike to identify native trees and plants, their many
uses and their importance to our ecosystem. Identify useful things made
from wood. Use growth rings to tell a tree’s life story and learn about the
function of tree bark. Requirements 1-4 and 6-7 will be completed during
this program.

Unless otherwise noted

TIGER

Tigers in the Wild – 1.5 hours (April - Oct.)
Enjoy the outdoors while identifying different plants and animals and the
signs they have left behind as we hike the trails. Requirements 1-4 and 6-7
will be completed during this program.

WOLF

Paws on the Path – 1.5 hours (April - Oct.)
Join a Naturalist on a hike to identify birds, insects, and other animals along
the trails. We will watch and record interesting items we find as we hike.
Requirements 1-6 will be completed during this program.
Finding Your Way – 1.5 hours (April - Oct.)
Learn how to read a map and use a compass to work your way through a
scavenger hunt on our trails.

BEAR

Fur, Feathers & Ferns – 1.5 hours (April - Oct.)
During your visit to Retzer Nature Center learn about extinct animals, hike
the trails, and identify six signs of living creatures found along our trails.
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SCOUTING MERIT
BADGES
(FOR INDIVIDUAL SCOUTS)

Merit badges are available in Summer only. Program dates & times will
be listed in the Spring 2019 Environmental Education Activity Guide.

23

FREE GIRL SCOUT
PROGRAMS
The following Girl Scout Programs are held at Retzer Nature Center unless otherwise
noted. Available for Waukesha County Troops only.

JUNIOR

Tour the City of Milwaukee/Waukesha County Recycling Facility – 1 hour
(5th grade + up only)
Facility located at 1401 W Mt. Vernon Ave., Milwaukee
Observe the fascinating combination of physics, technology and workers sorting
the new mix of recyclable materials before heading to market. Learn the details of
what can be recycled, why some things cannot, where recyclables go and what they
become. (Minimum 10 Girl Scouts, restricted hours - call for more details.)

GIRL SCOUT

Girl Scout Recycling Fun Patch – 1/2 hour or 1 hour depending on location
May be held at Retzer Nature Center or your public meeting place
Find out where your recyclables go, what gets recycled, how they are processed
and what they become! Do a waste-sort, see a video of recycling in action, and play
Recycle Match.

DAISY

Using Resources Wisely – 1/2 hour or 1 hour depending on location
May be held at Retzer Nature Center or your public meeting place
Find out about natural resources from our planet and how to conserve them by
applying the 4 Rs: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Rot. Feel samples of minerals and other
resources used to create things we use every day.

BROWNIE

Household Elf Skill-Building Badge – 1 hour
Learn how to make your home clean and green. Make a non-toxic Creamy Soft Scrub
cleaner to take home. Learn the importance of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Rot. Take
away tips to save water and energy at home to earn your badge!

FREE SCOUTING
PROGRAMS

The following Scouting Programs are held at Retzer Nature Center unless
otherwise noted. Available for Waukesha County Troops only.

JUNIOR

RECYCLING PROGRAM

Papermaking – 1 hour
Does paper always have to be made from trees? How does it get recycled? Make
recycled paper to take home, play a team game/quiz and feel paper made from a
variety of plants. Watch a short video on how paper is made from trees, sorted at the
recycling facility and recycled into new paper at the mill.

Wolf Adventure: Council of Fire - 1/2 hour or 1 hour depending on location
May be held at Retzer Nature Center or your public meeting place
Learn about the three R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Discover a way to do each of
these at home, school or in your community!

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot – 1/2 hour or 1 hour depending on location
May be held at Retzer Nature Center or your public meeting place
Learn what to recycle, where recyclables go and what they become. Do a recycling
sort, a resource match, and play “Is This Recyclable?” See video clips of our recycling
facility in action. Find out why it really matters, and how it all begins with you!

Bear Adventure: Fur, Feathers & Ferns – 1 hour
Tour Retzer Nature Center and learn about composting to complete two of your
requirements!
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COMPOSTING PROGRAM
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Free Scout Programs continued on next page

MASTER GARDENER TRAINING

UW-Extension Master Gardeners volunteer their time to gardening projects and
educational programs in return for receiving horticulture training. Waukesha
County UW-Extension provides education, training, and volunteer opportunities
for those who want to become a Master Gardener. For more information, visit the
Southeast Wisconsin Master Gardeners website at http://fyi.uwex.edu/sewmg
or call (262) 548.7775.

515 W Moreland Blvd • Administration Center Room G22 Waukesha, WI 53188-3869

UW EXTENSION WAUKESHA COUNTY 4-H

Waukesha County UW-Extension is an outreach effort of the University of Wisconsin,
putting university knowledge and research to work for the people of Waukesha County.
In partnership with local residents and organizations, we develop innovative educational
programs. We offer a number of environmentally-focused educational programs and
services.

University of Wisconsin-Extension Waukesha County 4-H is preparing the next
generation of leaders through experiences in STEM, Healthy Living, Leadership,
Hands on Projects, and Service Learning Experiences. We believe in the power
of young people. UW-Extension’s 4-H program fosters an innovative “learnby-doing” approach with proven results. The 4-H Study of Positive Youth
Developement found that youth involved in 4-H are:

HAVE A YARD OR GARDEN QUESTION?

• Nearly two times more likely to get better grades in school
• Nearly two times more likely to plan to go to college
• 41% less likely to engage in risky behavior
4-H encourages youth to develop confidence and a commitment to excellence.

Call the Horticulture Helpline. This free phone service allows callers to speak with
a trained UW-Extension Master Gardener volunteer regarding plant, bug, or soil
questions. Call (262) 548.7779 for hours (hours vary) or e-mail your question to
uwex1@waukeshacounty.gov.

DIAGNOSING PLANT PROBLEMS

Let UW-Extension Horticulture Educators identify your outdoor and indoor plant
samples and indoor plant insects. Bring your plant sample or indoor plant insect
to the UW-Extension office during business hours (8am - 4:30pm, Mon-Fri). There
is a $4 charge per sample. To be sure that you have a “good sample” please call
(262) 548.7779 or email the Horticulture Helpline at
uwex1@waukeshacounty.gov.

Why do young people like 4-H?
4-H provides a chance to learn new things, develop new skills, travel to new
places, experience new situations, make new friends, and most importantly, have
lots of fun!
To join, volunteer, or learn more about 4-H visit waukeshacounty.gov/uwex/4H
or call (262) 548.7774.

SOIL TESTING

Having soil problems? Tired of guessing about additives for your lawn or
garden? A soil test will tell you what nutrients your plants or lawn need and will
recommend the amount of fertilizer (N-P-K) to add to your soil. It will also tell the
current pH of your soil and an analysis of the amount of organic matter in your
soil. Contact us at (262) 548.7775 to obtain a soil kit.

RENT A GARDEN PLOT

UW-Extension manages a rental garden located just east of the intersection of
Northview Road and Grandview Boulevard in the City of Waukesha. Garden plots
are available for rental on a yearly basis to Waukesha County residents. Garden
plot sizes are 20’ by 20’ and 30’ by 30’. There is a waiting list for plot rental. For
more information visit waukeshacounty.gov/uwex/hort/communitygardens
or call (262) 548.7775.
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Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteering with Waukesha County
Parks and Land Use is a great opportunity
for students, groups, and companies to
experience the outdoors while giving back to
the community:
• special event participation
• clean up projects
• storm drain stenciling
• aquatic invasive species outreach
• natural land management
• citizen science activities.

County Executive Paul Farrow
Retzer Nature Center
UW-Extension
Waukesha County Parks
Waukesha County Recycles

@PaulFarrowWi
@uwexhortinfo
@WaukeshaCoParks
@WaukCoRecycles

For all inquiries about volunteering with the Waukesha County
Park System, please email parks@waukeshacounty.gov.
Waukesha County will work with you and your group to find or
develop a project that best meets your needs.

Waukesha County Web Videos
Waukesha UWEX

Retzer Nature Center
S14 W28167 Madison St.
Waukesha, WI 53188
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