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What is a wetland restoration? 

Restoring a wetland is recovering the original function and native species of a wetland. Healthy wetlands 

serve as sponges for runoff, capturing and filtering pollutants before recharging groundwater and/or 

discharging to the nearest lake or stream.  They also provide habitat for a wide variety of wildlife.  Over 

the years, many wetlands have been filled, farmed or otherwise degraded, often covered with invasive 

species, such as the Pine Ridge Wetland - which was farmed for several decades.   

 

What is involved? 

In this project, there will be three areas of “wetland scrapes” excavated, each about 0.6-0.8 acres in size, 

as shown on Map 1.  The cross-section on the bottom of the map shows how these shallow ponds are 

graded.  By exposing the groundwater in these three areas, the scrapes provide some open water and 

increase shore habitat through their irregular shape.  The side slopes are very gradual (8:1), allowing 

wetland plants to emerge along the shores, while also making them safer for people.  The three wetland 

scrapes are positioned to capture overflows from the existing stormwater basins located in residential 

developments to the west.  By intercepting this runoff, the scrapes will also reduce nutrient pollution to 

Rosenow Creek and downstream Lac Labelle, where excess nutrients cause algae blooms.   

 

Native plants will also be established on about 14 acres that surrounds the scrapes in three different 

planting zones, as shown on Map 1.  This will provide nesting cover for targeted wildlife (see below).  

The deep roots will also begin to restore the soil in those areas so it can again serve the “sponge” 

function noted above.  Native species can also provide an attractive view for adjacent properties and 

trail users, providing interesting color and form throughout the year.   

 

What about wildlife? 

A restored wetland will improve wildlife habitat for many species that rely on the water’s edge, but 

there is a focus on certain species that are sensitive to development pressures, such as amphibians 

(frogs, salamanders, etc.), waterfowl (ducks, cranes, herons and other shorebirds), and pollinator 

species (bees, butterflies, etc.).  Geese may use the wetlands, but generally do not stick around as they 

prefer a large mowed grass area.  Many other species such as song birds, turkey, fox, and deer will also 

use the scrapes for drinking water, hunting and bathing. 

 

When will things happen? 

In June/July 2019, the area will be mowed and herbicides applied to help kill off all the invasive species 

that currently dominate the site.  If weather conditions cooperate, construction of the scrapes will occur 

in July, when groundwater levels are normally at their lowest.  This stage involves much grading, with 

excavated soils spread out over much of the project area that is planned for the native seeding.  All 

construction equipment will enter the site from County Highway Z on the north end of the property.  

The planned trail shown on the map will likely occur in phases starting in fall of 2019 (north end). 

 

Who is paying for the project? 

The entire site is owned by the City of Oconomowoc.  Cost are shared between the City Wastewater 

Treatment Facility - Oconomowoc River Watershed Protection Program (58%), the Wisconsin 

Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection (34%), the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (5%), 

and Waukesha County (2%) – not including design, bidding, contracting and construction oversight 

services, which Waukesha County is providing at no cost to the City.  
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