
Clean Wisconsin’s
Neighborhood Green 

Infrastructure Outreach 
and Installation Project

2014-2016 (ongoing)



Project Overview
● Goals:

● Educate neighbors on how they can be a part of the 
solution to reduce basement backups, overflows, and 
flooding through the use of green infrastructure.

● Encourage neighbors to take action to manage 
stormwater where it falls on their property by installing 
rain barrels, rain gardens and native landscaping.



What is Green Infrastructure?
● Greenways
● Rain Gardens
● Wetlands
● Stormwater Trees
● Green Roofs



What is Green Infrastructure?
● Bio-swales
● Porous Pavement
● Native Landscaping
● Rain Barrels
● Green Parking Lots
● Green Alleys
● Green Streets





Green Roofs
●Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District 

●Silver City Apartments



Menomonee Valley Industrial 
Center & Community Park

●The site has become 
one of the best examples 
of a successful native 
planting in an urban 
environment, has been 
nationally recognized for 
urban revitalization, 
green infrastructure, and 
brownfield development, 
and is recognized by the 
Sierra Club as “One of 
the 10 Best 
Developments in the 
Nation.”



Highland Gardens Public 
Housing

The Highland Gardens 
Public Housing Facility 
uses a green roof, rain 
gardens in the 
courtyard, and a cistern 
to manage stormwater 



Westlawn Public Housing



Bio-swales and Retention Ponds

This is one of the many bio-
sales that line the curbs of 
the newly renovated Pabst 
Complex.

These are the retention ponds installed 
by the Global Water Center.



Drexel Square Town Center in Oak Creek



Drexel Square Town Center in 
Oak Creek



Green Infrastructure at MMSD

Supplements MMSD’s  Sewer System

• Small-scale GI Practices Help:
● Reduce Overflows, Basement Backups – Goal of Zero by 

2035
● Provide Triple Bottom Line Benefits:

● Environmental: Improve Water Quality, Attract Pollinators
● Social: Community Engagement, Increase Green Space
● Economic: Job Opportunities, Increase Property Values



MMSD’s 2035 Goal
● Capture the first ½ inch of rain from each storm = 
●740 Million Gallons of Water



Importance of Engaging Residents
●Private Buildings and 
Parking Lots 
●Represent 59% of 
impervious surface in 
the Region
●Support regional efforts
●Provides understanding 
of larger GI efforts



The 30th Street Industrial Corridor

●Revitalization efforts 
around the Century 
City Business Park
●Stormwater 
Management 
Challenges
●High incidence of 
basement back-ups 
and street flooding
●Ideal for Triple Bottom 
Line Benefits



Lee Menefee’s Rain Garden 
Installation



May 3rd Rain Garden 
Maintenance Day

●Lee Menefee’s
Rain Garden on 
29th and Capitol 
Drive
●Help of 
Milwaukee 
Collegiate 
Academy 
students2016



Lee Menefee’s Rain Garden 2016



Lois Love’s Rain Garden



Cold Spring Park: Green 
Groundbreaking Ceremony



Cold Spring Park Gathering Green



Benjamin Franklin 
Native Planting 



Garden Homes Installation



Garden Homes Installation



Garden Homes Installation



Cold Spring Park Installation



Cold Spring Park Installation



Century City Tri-angle 
Community Action Days

2016

2016



Public Art in 29th & Melvina Park



Century City 
Tri-Angle’s 

2016 Painted 
Rain Barrels

These 
beautiful 
barrels painted 
by Marina Lee



Ruth McClinton’s Rain 
Garden

July 2016



Neighborhood 
Peace Tower



Uptown Crossing 
Neighborhood  Outreach



Gardens and 
Grounds 
Walking 
Tour 2016

• Visited 
gardens and 
public art in 
Century City 
Tri-Angle



Gardens and Grounds Tour



Fall Rain Garden Maintenance



2014 Installations



2015 Installations



2014
90 Barrel, 8 Garden Installations

2015
77 Barrel, 6 Garden Installations



Water Quantity and 
Quality Results: 2014

●90 rain barrels installed + 828 sq. ft. of rain 
gardens = 

120,500 gallons of stormwater 
per year and 97 pounds of 
Total Suspended Solids



Water Quantity and 
Quality Results: 2015

●77 rain barrels installed + 645 sq. ft. of rain 
gardens = 

63,600 gallons of stormwater 
per year and 51 pounds of 
Total Suspended Solids



Water Quantity and 
Quality Results: 2016

●66 rain barrels installed + 307 sq. ft. of rain 
gardens + 464 sq. ft. of native plantings = 

65,200 gallons of stormwater 
per year and 49 pounds of 
Total Suspended Solids



Water Quantity and 
Quality Results: Total

●233 rain barrels installed + 1,780 sq. ft. of 
rain gardens + 464 sq. ft. of native 
plantings = 

249,300 gallons of stormwater 
per year and 197 pounds of 
Total Suspended Solids



Next Steps
●Generating Neighborhood-Scale Green 

Infrastructure Targets – modeling and 
creating neighborhood GI plans

●Supporting efforts to create Job 
Opportunities



Thank you!
●Questions?
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