
Waukesha County Ordinance Updates

Department of Parks and Land Use-Planning and Zoning Division



Ordinances Amended
(effective 9/28/16)

 Shoreland and Floodland Protection 
Ordinance

 General Zoning Code

 Subdivision Control Ordinance

 Zoning Map updates still to come



Waukesha County 

Shoreland Zoning Update



Project Objectives

 Implement revised State shoreland rules (NR 115)

 Comply with revised State law (59.692)

 Improve & modernize County zoning provisions



Advisory Committee Priority Topics

 Building Area & Height

 Impervious Surface

 Mitigation

 Non-conforming Structures

 Miscellaneous Zoning Matters

 Shoreland Zoning Matters 

- shore cutting, boathouses, shore/floodplain setback



Floor Area Ratio

Lot Size (sq. ft) Total FAR permitted
(at 15%)

5,000 750 sq. ft.

6,000 900 sq. ft.

7,000 1,050 sq. ft.

8,000 1,200 sq. ft.

Year Average Home Size (nationally)

1950 983 sq. ft.

1973 1,660 sq. ft.

2010 2,392



Building Area



Floor Area Ratio & Footprint



Building Height





Shore Setback Averaging



Replacement/Vertical Expansions



Horizontal Expansions



Road Setback

 50 ft., except for the following:

 35 ft. for sewered lots if on a local road

 35 ft. for lots within subdivisions platted after Oct. 1, 2016

 Setback averaging



Road Setback Averaging



Proposed Offset Relief

 Sewered: lots < 84’ wide

 Unsewered: lots < 120’ wide



Impervious Surface



Existing Conditions





Impervious Surface Options

General Standard Highly Developed Shorelines

15% maximum 

(w/o mitigation)

Up to 30%- residential use 

(w/o mitigation)

30% maximum 

(w/ mitigation)

Up to 40%- residential use 

(w/ mitigation)

Up to 40% commercial/ind. use 

(w/o mitigation)

Up to 60%- commercial/ind. use 

(w/ mitigation)

*Existing IS can be maintained, repaired, replaced, relocated or modi





Treated Impervious Surface

 Exclusions from IS calculations defined

 Performance Standard- Treat first ½ inch runoff

 Storm Water Permit required



Mitigation Required

 Exceed basic impervious surface thresholds.

 Relocation of a similar sized structure within the shore setback*

 Horizontal expansion (200 sq. ft. or less) of a structure within the shore 

setback*

 Horizontal Expansion (200 sq. ft. or less) of a structure within the 

wetland setback*

*existing structure must be 35’ from shore/resource







Boathouse Placement



State Boathouse Restrictions





Boathouse Height



Other Zoning Matters

 Substandard Lots/Lots split by a road

 Vegetative cutting

 Delafield Shoreland Overlay

 North Lake Overlay

 Wetland/Floodplain Setback

 AD-10, RRD-5 Districts

 Breezeways



Adjacent 

Substandard Lots



Lots Owned in 

Common



Zoning Permit Packets

 Application

 Conditions of Approval

 Nonconforming Structure Worksheet

 Nonconforming Use/Structure Value Worksheet

 Impervious Surface Worksheet

 TIS Worksheet

 Mitigation Worksheet



Connections Between Zoning, 

Stormwater, & DNR Permitting

 Site Preparation (resource restrictions, tree cutting & building demo./reconstruction)

 Grading

 Impervious Surface Review

 Groundwater Separation from Basements

 Land Division Review


