
Natural Resource 

Identification & Protection

http://blogs.northcountrypublicradio.org/inbox/2014/07/20/navigable-waters-in-canada-an-update/


Environmental Corridor 

Boundaries & Permitting 



What is an Environmental Corridor?

 Concentrations of significant resource elements: 

waterways                               prairies natural habitats

wetlands/floodplains             woodlands               steep topography

groundwater recharge and discharge areas

 PEC, SEC, INRA

 Established by SEWRPC

 Regulated by Municipality/Waukesha County





Why Protect 

Environmental Corridors?

 Natural Beauty

 Prevents Erosion, Runoff, Flooding

 Benefits Water Quality

 Preservation of Wildlife Habitat

 Provides recreational opportunities

 Value to surrounding development

Once gone, they can not be replaced.



How Do We Protect 

Environmental Corridors?

 SEWRPC regional plans (www.sewrpc.org)

 Waukesha County and Town long-range land use 

plans

 E-C Environmental Corridor Zoning District 

requirements

SEWRPC













Floodplain Boundaries 

& Permitting



What is a Floodplain?

 100-yr. Floodplain – The area that has a 1% chance of flooding in any given year. 

 Floodfringe – The area covered by standing floodwater during a regional flood.

 Floodway – The  area required to carry the regional flood discharge.



Why Do We Identify & Regulate 

Floodplains?

FEMA ► DNR ► County, Village, or City

 Protect life, health and property

 Reduce public funding for flood control projects

 Reduce insurance claims 

 Minimize business and other economic disruptions

 Prevent increases in flood heights that cause flood damage and 
affect adjacent property owners.



Who Determines the Boundary of a 

Floodplain?

 FEMA (Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) & Flood Insurance Study (FIS)

 DNR (Dam Failure Analyses & Flood Storage Maps)

 Private Engineering Firms & SEWRPC (Requires FEMA and/or DNR approval)














