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Thankfulness Bags: 

 Have the child decorate a brown paper lunch bag.  

 Have a spot on the bag where it reads:  “Made by…have the 
child print their name”  

 Inside the bag have 2 sheets of paper.   

 Print:  “Thank you for your loving care and the kindness that 
you share. Thank you for helping me to learn and grow and 
showing me all you know. That’s why I want to say Thank 
You in the biggest way!” 

 Fill the bag:  Have these items available so the child can put 
fill the bag. 
-  Rubber Band: to keep our hearts tied together. 
-  A Candy Kiss: to say thank you for all your love. 
-  A Penny: to say thank you for sharing my thoughts and 

letting me know they are important to you. 
-  A Warm Fuzzy (small piece of furry fabric): to make you 

feel good when you are sad like you always do for me. 
-  An Adhesive Bandage: to say thank you for all the times 

you make my hurts feel better. 
-  A Facial Tissue: to say thank you for all the times you dry 

my tears. 
-  A piece of Life Saver Candy: a circle to show that my love 

for you will never end. 
 

Leaf Wreath: 
Materials Needed- Fall colored construction paper (red, orange, yellow 
or brown), tag board or poster board, scissors, glue, leaf patterns. 

 Trace leaf patterns onto paper and cut out several leaves 

 Cut poster board or tag board into 9 inch circle. Cut out a 4 ¾ 
inch circle inside the 9 inch circle to form the wreath. 

 Glue the leaves onto the wreath 

 Attach hanger to back of wreath 
 
Fall Photo Placemat:   
Materials needed- 1 sheet of white craft foam, clear contact paper, silk 
or real leaves, 5”x7” photograph from home, a few tiny silk or real flow-
ers, hot glue gun, white craft glue, paper cutter or scissors 
 

 Glue photo to the center of the 
white foam. Use a sponge applica-
tor or your finger to spread the 
glue evenly on the back of the 
photo so that there are no bumps 
or lumps.  

 Use a hot glue gun to decorate the 
“frame” around the photo with 
flowers or leaves. If you’re using 
real leaves, make sure they are bug free and not too dried 
out or they may crumble.  

 Add a few tiny silk flowers around the frame. You can also 
use some whimsical fall stickers if you like.  

 Cover both sides of the foam placemat with contact paper. 

Make sure you follow manufacturer’s instructions.  

 Trim the edges, leaving about ¼” of the contact paper over 
the edges of the foam.  

www.crafts.kaboose.com 
 

Gobble Me Up: 
Create a healthy snack for your day care kids with fruits found within 
your kitchen.  Simply arrange apple and orange slices in the center of 
a plate and lay a pear half on top of these slices.  Use a scissors to 
halve a dried apricot, then snip small triangles from each half and tuck 
them under the pear to form the turkey’s feet.  Use peanut butter or 
soften cream cheese to attach mini chocolate chip eyes and a nut or 
cashew beak.  Add a dried cranberry to the beak for the snood.  To 
view a picture of this tasty snack visit the following website:  
www.familyfun.com/magazine 
  
Mini Pumpkin Pie: 
Cut out circles from a pre-made pie crust.  Place circles in mini muffin 
tins, fill with pumpkin pie filling and bake. 
 
Edible Cornucopias: 
Mix together bite-sized food items such as raisins, popcorn, chex mix 
or trail mix.  Put a portion of this mixture inside a waffle cone and 
serve as a snack. 
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Child Care Definitions, Child Ratio Chart & Continuing Education 
Questions: 

 
County Certified Care- 
An in-home child care provider can care for up to 3 children who are unre-
lated to the provider.  The rules and regulations for Certified Care can be 
found at the State website: http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/childcare/certification/
default.htm 
 
There are two types of Certified Child Care Providers: 

Provisionally Certified:  The provider must obtain training in Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) & Shaken Baby Syndrome (SBS).   

 
Regularly Certified:  The provider must obtain training in SIDS, SBS, 
Child (Pediatric) CPR and 15 additional hours of child development 
training initially as well as 5 hours of CPR every 2 years after that. 

 
State Licensed Care- 
The rules and regulations for Licensed Care can be found at the State 
website: http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/rl_dcfs/RULEREGS.htm or you can call 
(262) 521-5100 
There are two types of Licensed Care: 

  
Licensed Family:  A provider may care for up to 8 children in her/his 
home.  The provider must obtain training in SIDS, SBS, CPR, and 40 
additional hours of child development training initially as well as 15 
hours annually after that. 

   
Licensed Group:  This is a day care center.    

 
 
Child Ratio Chart for Certified Providers: 
If a provider cares for 4+ children under the age of 7, who are unrelated to 
her/him, the provider must be State licensed. 

WHEN CHILDREN UNDER 2 YEARS OLD ARE PRESENT 
 
 
 

“Related” means a provider’s natural, adopted, foster children, stepchil-
dren, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, first cousins, nephews, nieces, un-
cles, aunts, and any other children residing within the home.  
 
Continuing Education: 
As a reminder, regular level certified providers need 5 hours of annual 
continuing education.  The 5 hours of training is highly recommended to 
provisional level certified providers as well.  Providers will need to com-
plete 5 hours of continuing training prior to their recertification timeframe.  
Most providers use the 4 hour Infant CPR course as part of their continuing 
education hours.  Additional community training is also accepted as part of 
your continuing education.  For providers who belong to the local Day Care 
Association Groups, these monthly speaker meetings count towards your 
total continuing education hours.  The Professional Gathering Events also 
count towards continuing education hours and there is an upcoming Gath-
ering Event on Thursday, November 12, 2009 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in 
Waukesha.  See the attached invite for additional details.  For a list of up-

coming trainings, please refer to the Professional Development section of 
the newsletter.           
  
Please review Chapter DCF 202 Child Care Certification Statutes (DCF 
202.08) or Standards & Checklist- Family/In-Home Child Care Certification 
55.08 (1)(b)2 for further details of this certification rule.  All certified provid-
ers should have an updated copy of DCF 202 State Statutes, however, this 
information can be viewed on the State website at http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/
childcare/certification/default.htm under certification related rules and stat-
ues.  As always, feel free to contact Jennifer Mantei or Karen Narlow with 
additional questions or concerns.   
 
Recap: 
Q:  I took all my training classes to obtain my child care certification, do I 
need to take any other training classes?  If so, where can I find these 
classes? 
 
A:  Yes, the County Certifying Agency (Waukesha County DHHS) can 
require up to 5 hours of annual continuing education for Regularly Certified 
Child Care Providers (rule DCF 202.08 (1) (b) (2) (b)). You can find con-
tinuing education classes at the following locations: 
 

 4C’s (Community Coordinated Child Care):  
 www.4c-milwaukee.org      

      1805 N. Dr. MLK Drive   
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 562-2650 

 Wisconsin Early Childhood Association: www.wecanaeyc.org            
1556 Farwell Ave  
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 278-9322 

 Early Education Station: www.earlyedstation.com                               
8634 W. National Ave.   
 West Allis WI,   
(414) 546-3960 

 Waukesha County Technical College: www.wctc.edu                        
(262) 691-5566 

 Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College:  www.witc.edu             
(800) 243-9482 

 Early Childhood Conferences:  
UW-Whitewater – www.uww.edu  - Early Childhood Conference 
usually in April 
Wisconsin Family Child Care Association:  
www.wisconsinfamilychildcareassociation.org – Early Childhood 
Conference usually in May 
 

We want to introduce you to Maureen Erb, who 
we thank each month for her efforts in putting 
together our newsletter.  Maureen has been with 
Waukesha County Department of Health and 
Human Services for a little over four years as a 
Clerk Typist II.  Her duties include typing various 
reports and documents, creating and ordering 
forms, working on five newsletters, providing 
coverage at reception desks and various other 
tasks.  Maureen previously worked in Human 
Resources and has a Bachelors in Business 
Administration majoring in Human Resources 
and Marketing.  It was during her time in Human 
Resources that she found out how much she 

enjoyed creating forms, invitations and brochures to distribute regarding 
the company she worked for. 
 
Maureen has been involved in arts and crafts since a young age and her 
artistic talents include, drawing, painting, photography, beading and fabric 
arts, which includes quilting.  Maureen  has been involved in quilting since 
2000 and in the past, Maureen has volunteered and worked with a quilting 
teacher helping beginners learn the basics of quilting.   
 
Besides arts and crafts, Maureen enjoys spending time with her English 
Springer Spaniel, Emma and her family and friends.  She enjoys cooking 
and baking, and often will make special meals or treats for friends and 
family. 
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Having a Business Relationship with Day Care Parents: 
As a certified family child care provider you are a business owner so you will 
want to develop a business relationship with each of your clients. Please note 
that this relationship takes time to develop and built on a foundation of good 
communication, trust and respect. You and the parents of the children in your 
care will need to form a partnership in order to maintain that child in your certi-
fied care. 
 
There are 3 ways you can develop a business relationship with parents: 
       1. Share information in a professional manner with parents 
       2. Have written contracts and policies 
       3. Have regular meetings with parents 
 
You are an Early Childhood Professional, so you should share information 
with parents in a professional manner. This information can be communicated 
either written or verbally. When communicating verbally with your client, watch 
your non-verbal or body language. For example, if you talk to a parent stand-
ing with your arms crossed over your chest, you are indicating that you are not 
open to listening to what is being said by the other party. In addition, make 
sure you using proper English when you speak and not slang. Your written 
communication with parents should have a neat and professional appearance. 
It should also be free of spelling and grammatical errors. Some ways to share 
information professionally with parents include having parent resource areas, 
parent bulletin boards, daily notes, calendars and newsletters. 
 
As a business owner, you should also have written contracts and policies with 
your clients. The child care certification rules, DCF 202, state that providers 
need to have contracts with each of their families. (Rule number: DCF 202.08 
(12) (c))  Contracts spell out expectations between a parent and a provider. 
For example, the contract may state that the parent agrees to pay a certain 
dollar amount for their child’s care and the provider agrees to provide care for 
that child during the hours indicated by the parent on the contract.  Policies 
are the rules and regulations of your child care business. They tell parents 
how you care for the children and cover topics like guidance, nutrition and 
curriculum. 
 
Regular meetings with parents are also a way to establish a good working 
business relationship.  You will be communicating with the parents on a daily 
basis at drop off and pick up times but sometimes you will need to have more 
in depth conversations with the parent concerning their child. One way to do 
this is to set up parent/provider conferences. At this conference, you can talk 
to parents about what you observe their child doing in your child care busi-
ness setting. You should have some written documentation of these observa-
tions. You may also want to go into the conference with samples of the child’s 
work. For example, writing samples or projects their child has completed 
might interest the parent. You should also encourage the parent to share what 
their child does at home. In addition, you should also encourage the parent to 
share any questions or concerns that they may have about their child’s care.  
Another way to do this is to have a parent/provider meeting where you invite 
all the parents of your day care to attend.  At this meeting you can share up-
coming changes to policies or procedures, or maybe invite a speaker into your 
house to talk about an issue concerning children’s health, development or 
behavior. You may want to do a workshop with the parents if you have the 
time.  For example, you could do a meeting where all the parents help you 
create board games, matching games or puzzles that their children can use 
either at home or in your child care setting. This is a great way you can in-
volve the parents in your child care program. In addition, the parents get the 
added benefit of networking with each other.  
 
Building and establishing a business relationship with each on of your clients 
is an important step towards the continued growth and success of your child 
care business. 
   
Information for this article was taken from the following sources: 
The Creative Curriculum for Family Child Care by Diane Trister Dodge and 
Laura J. Colker published by Teaching Strategies, Inc.  
Fundamentals of Family Child Class Curriculum developed by Community 
Coordinated Child Care of Milwaukee. 
 
-Karen Narlow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 
 

The following training opportunities count towards the annual  
5-hour continuing education credits. 

 

 Asthma Care for Child Care 
November 7, 2009  
Children’s Hospital- Children’s Health Education Center,  
Wauwatosa 
 Contact:  Erin Lee (414) 765-9355 

 Parents as Partners: Caring for a Child with a Disability 
November 14, 2009, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Waukesha County Technical College (WCTC), Pewaukee 
Call to Register: (262) 691-5259 / Cost of each workshop is $9.07 

 You Think Your Child is Riding Safe…Are They? 
November 19, 2009, 6:30-8:30 p.m.   
Waukesha County Technical College (WCTC), Pewaukee 
Call to Register: (262) 691-5259 / Cost of each workshop is $9.07 

 Certified Provider Gathering Event (Free Training) 
November 12, 2009 6:30- 8:00 p.m. 
Waukesha County DHHS Building- Brookfield Room 
Contact:  Karen Narlow (262) 970-4795  

 Prevention & Protection of Abused Children, Inc.   
(Free Training) 
November 10, 2009 4:00-6:00 p.m. Lutheran Social  
Services, Waukesha  
or  
December 4, 2009 9:00-11:00 a.m. Head Start Building, Waukesha  
Contact:  Barb Holtz (262) 549-5987 by November 4, 2009 to sign up 

 

 
Born Learning: 
Born Learning is a public engagement campaign to help parents, caregivers, 
and communities create quality early learning opportunities for young children. 
The United Way has partnered with the Ad Council, Civitas and Families and 
Work Institute to create this campaign. The campaign has three cornerstones. 
      

The first cornerstone of this campaign is Awareness. This cornerstone, 
through public service announcements and billboards, provides 
important information on how young children learn.  

The second cornerstone is Education. This cornerstone provides fun, 
easy steps for parents, caregivers etc. to use everyday with young 
children including making learning fun and taking advantage of 
every day moments as learning opportunities. 

The last cornerstone is Action. This cornerstone provides networking of 
tools and training from the Born Learning campaign into the com-
munity to help young children and the people who care for them. 

        
Early years are important years for learning. They provide the foundation for 
growth and development. Experiences are important for young children and 
people who care for the children need to give them many of these opportuni-
ties. For more information on this campaign you can contact:  Barb Holtz at 
(262) 549-5987 or barb@ppacinic.org 

HOT TOPIC - “Born Learning” 

BUSINESS BEAT CORNER 

 
We would love to hear from you… 
 
Please let us know if you have specific questions or concerns.  
We would like to start a provider question of the month, so please 
call or send an e-mail with your questions each month to Jennifer 
Mantei at jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov or (262) 548-7250 or 
Karen Narlow at knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov or (262) 970-
4795. 

Professional Development, Networking & 
Training Corner: 



Idea Village Recalls Wireless Light Switches  
Due to Fire Hazard 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in 
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall 
of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled 
products immediately unless otherwise instructed.  
Name of Product: Handy Switch, Wireless Light Switches 
Units: About 1.3 million 
Distributor: Idea Village Products Corp., of Wayne (formerly of Fairfield), 
N.J. 
Hazard: The light switch receiver, which fits into the wall outlet, can over-
heat and pose a fire hazard to consumers. 
Incidents/Injuries: The firm has received 14 reports of overheating, includ-
ing nine reports of fire, five of which involved property damage such as mi-
nor damage to curtains, bedding or walls. 
Description and Model: The Handy Switch is a white plastic wireless re-
mote light switch with model number KS-080 printed on the back of the re-
ceiver. On the front of the receiver is a blue electroluminescent nightlight. 
Sold at: Mass merchandisers and drug store chains nationwide, through 
television infomercials and the Internet from March 2007 through July 2009 
for between $10 and $15. 
Manufactured in: China 
Remedy: Consumers should immediately unplug and stop using the product 
and contact Idea Village to learn about free remedy options. 
Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact Idea Village toll-free 
at (888) 655-4339 between 5 am and 6 pm PT Monday through Friday, or 
visit the firm's Web site at www.handyswitchrecall.com 
Firm’s Media Contact: David Epstein at (800) 765-2994 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Daiso Recalls Children’s Toys, Purses and Pen Cases 

Due to Violation of Lead Paint and Phthalate Limits 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in 
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall 
of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled 
products immediately unless otherwise instructed.  
Name of Product: Children’s Toys, Purses and Pen Cases 
Units: About 130 
Importer: Daiso California LLC, of Burlingame, Calif. 
Hazard: The surface paint on the balancing toys and zippers of the purses 
and pen cases contain excessive levels of lead, violating the federal lead 
paint ban. The inflatable baseball bat toys contain excessive levels of 
DEHP, violating the federal phthalate standard. 
Incidents/Injuries: None reported. 
Description: This recall involves balancing toys in the shape of dragonflies, 
children’s purses in the shape of the head of a lion, frog or bear, children’s 
purses with rainbow stripes, children’s pen cases shaped like a piece of 
candy with stitching “cool ice cream,” “sweet cake,” or “fad hamburger” on 
the front, and inflatable baseball bats with “Home Run” printed on the side. 
Daiso is printed on the product’s packaging. 
Sold at: Daiso stores in California from March 2008 through May 2009 for 
between $1 and $4. 
Manufactured in: China and Vietnam 
Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled products away 
from children and contact Daiso for a free replacement product or a full re-
fund. 
Consumer Contact: For more information, contact Daiso toll-free at (888) 
580-8841 between 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. PT Monday through Friday, or 
visit the firms’ Web site at www.daisorecall.com 
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Important Phone Numbers:  
 
Child Day Care Certification Staff 
Jennifer Mantei, Social Worker 
jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-548-7250 
 
Karen Narlow, Day Care Coordinator 
knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-970-4795 
 
Kathy Mullooly, Supervisor 
kmullooly@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-896-6832 
 
 
Very Special Thanks to  
Maureen Erb for designing  
and producing our newsletter.   

RECALLS: 


