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Trim a Tree: 
FamilyFun.com 
This preschooler-friendly project is made with humble, familiar craft sticks. Help 
your child make the basic tree shape, then let her decorate it however she 
likes. 
Materials  

 Strong scissors 
 Craft sticks (including 1 wide craft stick) 
 Tacky glue 
 Green and brown acrylic paint 
 Sequins 
 Small wooden star or other tree-topping ornament 
 String 
  
Instructions  

 Use strong scissors to trim several craft sticks to lengths ranging from 
around 1 1/2 to 3 3/4 inches (a parent's job). 

 Have your child choose six pieces, including one full-sized stick, and help 
her arrange them from shortest to longest on a wide craft stick. Adhere the 
pieces with tacky glue, then let the stick tree dry. 

 Have your child paint the tree green and brown with acrylic paints. After 
the paint is dry, she can add sequin ornaments with glue. Our tree's top-
per is a small wooden star from a craft store, painted yellow. Tie a loop of 
string around the top of the tree for hanging. 

 
Flame-Free Menorah: 
FamilyFun.com 
Sure, this ultrasafe menorah doesn’t have actual candles, but you’ll still get to 
“light” a new flame for each night of Hanukkah. 

Materials  

 Corrugated cardboard template 

 Paint 
 Yellow and orange tissue paper 
 Glue 
 9 toothpicks 
  
Instructions  

 On a large piece of corrugated cardboard, place the two shapes from our 

template so that the candles are parallel to the channels that run in the 

cardboard. Trace and cut out the shapes.  

 Paint and decorate them as you like (just be sure to paint nine candles!), 

then let them dry. Using the slots, slide the body onto the base to create a 

stand. 

 For the flames, cut small, narrow triangles from yellow and orange tissue 

paper. Lay a yellow triangle over an orange one, run a thin line of glue 

along the triangle's narrow base, then roll and scrunch the tissue around 

the end of a toothpick. Repeat to make nine flames. Slide the toothpick 

flames into the cardboard channels to light the candles. 
 

Edible Ornament Cupcake: (FamilyFun.com) 

These delectable decorations are just the treat for a holiday tree-trimming 
party. 

Ingredients  

 Cupcakes 

 Colorful frosting 

 Red and green candy such as M&Ms 

 Mini Reeses Peanut Butter Cups 

 Pretzels 
  
Instructions  

 To make them, frost a batch of cooled cupcakes (baked from your favorite 
recipe) with colorful frosting. 

 Decorate with festive icing and candies (we used red and green M&Ms 
Minis), then top each one with a miniature Reeses Peanut Butter Cup and 
a pretzel piece for an ornament hanger. Don't forget to save one for Santa. 

 

Popcorn Ball Ornaments: 
Ingredients  

 Small popcorn ball (one for each guest) 

 Mini candy canes 

 Colored sugar 

 Frosting 

 Mini M&Ms 
  
Instructions  

 You'll need a small popcorn ball for each person (ours are store-bought 
and about 3 inches wide). Use a wooden skewer to poke a small hole in 
the top, snap the end off of a mini candy cane to create a point, and gently 
press the sharp end of the cane into the popcorn ball far enough to make 
a loop, as shown. 

 For the sugar dots and lines, pour colored sugar onto a flexible paper 
plate (the flexibility makes it easy to pour the extra sugar back into the 
container when you're done). Fill a pastry bag with frosting, or scoop frost-
ing into a quart-size plastic bag and cut off one corner. Working on one 
dot or line at a time, pipe frosting thickly onto the ball, then press the ball 
gently into the sugar so that only the frosting touches it. Use frosting to 
glue mini M&Ms to the ball. 

Arts & Crafts  
Corner 

Nutritious Nibbles:  
Holiday Snacks 



With winter approaching, we thought day care providers might want sug-
gestions for indoor play lands for those long Wisconsin winter days.  Check 
out this article from the Journal Sentinel for some creative play land places 
for the children to visit.  We listed the online link along with the typed article 
from the JS newspaper.  http://www.jsonline.com/news/37070209.html.  A 
very special thanks to Gymboree Play & Music, Brookfield for offering a 
discounted membership coupon, refer to the neon slip attached to the 
newsletter.  Gymboree also offers a non-member “open gym concept” at a 
cheaper rate if you want to take the children to the gym for the afternoon.      
 

Indoor playgrounds take the chill out of winter  

By Lisa Sink, Journal Sentinel, Inc  

Posted: Jan. 4, 2009 

 

Outside, it was 18 degrees and light snow was falling.  Inside, it was 69 
and dry. 
 

Seventeen-month-old Cooper Tsoris kept his grandmother busy chasing 
after him in a huge New Berlin warehouse filled with playground equip-
ment. 
 

“He’s a motion machine,” Christine Sobczak said.  “He just needs a place 
to run around.” 
 

Calling Wisconsin winters “horrendous,” Sobczak said indoor playgrounds 
are “extremely necessary in this weather.” 
 

Local entrepreneurs hope others agree. 
 

At least three new indoor play centers have opened in the area since Sep-
tember, and one franchisee hopes to open a second site soon. 
 

The Big Backyard in New Berlin features traditional park and backyard 
equipment—large wooden playsets and climbing walls with plastic slides.  
In contrast, Monkey Joe’s in Waukesha offers inflatable bounce houses, 
obstacle courses and slides. 
 

Family Fun Land, which opened Dec. 8 in Germantown, has inflatable and 
a massive soft play set, as well as a slew of games similar to Chuck E. 
Cheese. 
 

As inflatable’s explode in popularity, other businesses are jumping on 
board.  Four Milwaukee-area gymnastics centers have added large bright-
colored inflatable’s to boost their birthday party fun.  And the Milwaukee 
Kickers offers to add an inflatable castle to its soccer field trips. 
 

At a recent outing to Monkey Joe’s, Ben Steinbacher, 5, stopped jumping 
for a few seconds to explain the reason for the trend:  “It’s really fun.” 
 

His father, Michael Steinbacher of Waukesha, said his children were so 
thrilled when they checked out Monkey Joe’s one evening after its Sept. 7 
opening that he decided to book his son Philip’s 4-year-old birthday party 
there. 
 

“The kids love it,”  he said.  “It doesn’t wear them out.  It wears us out.”   
 

The Waukesha Monkey Joe’s is down the road from competitor Pump It 
Up, which opened in the Town of Brookfield in 2006.  Both are national 
chains with more than 30 and 170 respective locations.  More are planned. 
 

Monkey Joe’s has a second Wisconsin location in Madison, which has the 
state’s only Bounce U site, another chain.  Pump It Up also is in Appleton. 
 

‘Come out of nowhere” 
 

Jim Fultrell, a historian with the National Amusement Park Historical Asso-
ciation, estimated there are about 1,000 inflatable playground businesses, 
with four national chains making up only about 30% of the market. 
 

Most are mom-and-pop centers that purchase a few inflatable’s to fill a 
need in their local community, he said. 

 

“It seemed like this whole thing has come out of nowhere,” Futrell said.  
“There were parents who kind of saw an opportunity riding out of the birth-
day party rental business.” 
 

Wauwatosa stay-at-home mother Cindy Lofty, a former school speech 
therapist, was always looking for new ways for her two preschool children 
to burn off steam when she approached friend Christine Jahn about open-
ing an indoor playground. 
 

Jahn, a training coach at Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co. who also 
has two young children, was not interested at first.  But while researching 
the concept for her friend, Jahn got hooked, signed on as a partner and 
quit her Northwestern Mutual job just weeks before opening The Big Back-
yard on Oct. 30.   
 

Reviewing local weather data, Jahn said she found that 70% of the year 
the average daily temperature was below 60 degrees, above 90 degrees or 
there was precipitation, fueling demand for climate-controlled, safe indoor 
options. 
 

The Big Backyard also plans to offer arts, music, language and other 
classes year-round.  And birthday parties will be a key part of the business 
revenue. 
 

Mixing classes, parties and other child activities with playground fun has 
been a good formula for other businesses as well, such as Just 4 Fun 
Children’s Center in Grafton and Children’s Play Gallery in Delafield.  The 
latter site is an interactive museum more akin to the Betty Brinn Children’s 
Museum. 
 

Just 4 Fun owner Lynn Neumann opened her business in 2006, adding a 
day care operation to the mix. 
 

“I planned it as what I would want as a mom,” Neumann said. 
 

Open or walk-in play at Milwaukee-area businesses costs from $4 to $10 
per child, and hours vary.  Birthday parties range from about $100 to as 
much as $350. 
 

At Monkey Joe’s, parents can relax in two massage chairs or a lounge of 
leather recliners facing flat-screen televisions and computers with Wi-Fi.  
More TV sets hang from the ceiling among the inflatable’s.  Hand sanitizers 
are attached to walls, and the inflatable’s get a weekly deep cleaning that 
“eliminates 99.9% of most common germs,” posted signs say. 
 

Climbing, jumping and balancing while walking on bouncing surfaces is 
good exercise, mother Kristine Steinbacher said. 
 

She said her son Philip has low muscle tone in his legs and playing on 
inflatable’s “is a really good way for him to strengthen it.” 
 

Area Indoor Playgrounds: 
Children need to burn some energy?  Here are some indoor playgrounds: 
 

 The Big Backyard, 2857 S. 160th St., New Berlin, (262)797-9117, 
www.thebigbackyardwi.com 

 Bounce & Beyond inflatable's at Midwest Twisters Gymnastics in Oak 
Creek and Hartland, and La Fleur’s Gymnastics in Germantown, 
www.bounceand beyond.com 

 Chuck E. Cheese:  three locations in Milwaukee, West Allis and Town 
of Brookfield, www.chuckecheese.com 

 Children’s Play Gallery, 440 Wells St., Delafield, (262) 303-4603, 
www.thechildrensplaygallery.com 

 Family Fun Land, W189N11161 Klienmann Drive, Germantown, (262) 
251-0338, www.famfunland.com 

 Fun Things Toy Service, S81 W19079 Apollo Drive, Muskego, (800) 
942-4949, www.funthingstoyservice.com 

 Gymboree Play & Music, at Brookfield Square Mall, 95 N. Moorland 
Road, Brookfield, (262) 641-0414, www.gymboreeclasses.com/b2c/
customer/home.jsp 

 Just 4 Fun Children’s Center, 2100 Washington St., Grafton, (262) 
375-4507, www.just4funchildrenscenter.com 

 Monkey Joe’s, 2040 W, Blue Mound Road, Waukesha, (262) 549-
3866, www.monkeyjoes.com 

 Pump It Up, 195 N. Janacek Road, Brookfield, (262) 780-1010, 
www.pumpitupparty.com 

 Stone Fire Pizza Co., 5320 S. Moorland Road, New Berlin, (262)970-
8800, www.stonefirepizzaco.com 

INDOOR PLAYGROUNDS 



December 1, 2009 
There’s A Monster Under My Bed and He Can’t Come to My Birthday Party 

Where: Jewish Community Center, Milwaukee     
Time: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Cost: $18.00 
Contact: Wisconsin Early Childhood Assoc., Judy Mays, 414-278-9322                                       
 

December 4, 2009 
Christmas Ideas 

Where: Watertown Area Child Care Providers 
Cost: Free 
Contact: Linda Wallace, 920-262-8999 

 
December 5, 2009 Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards 

Where: Kohl’s Child Development Center, Menomonee Falls 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Cost: $80.00 
Contact: 4C-Milwaukee, Terryl Wheelock, 414-562-2650 x3428 
 

December 10, 2009 
Infant and Toddler Behavior 

Where: Waukesha County Technical College, 800 Main St., Pewaukee 
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Cost: $9.07 
Contact: Mary Snieg, 262-691-5259 
 

December 10, 2009 
A to Z’s of Health & Safety Policies 

Where: 4C Milwaukee, 320 Vine St. 
Time: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Cost: $15.00 
Contact: 4C-Milwaukee, Terryl Wheelock, 414-562-2650 x 3428 

 
For these and other training opportunities check out:  

www.the-registry.org  
 

For those of you who are not aware I am expecting my sec-
ond child in January 2010.  We will be adding a little girl to 
our family and are so excited to meet this new child.  I plan 
to be out of the office on maternity leave in early January 
through early April.  During my absence from the office, 
Karen Narlow, will be the day care contact person.  Karen 
can be reached at 262-970-4795 or via e-mail at knar-
low@waukeshacounty.gov.  Karen works a part-time schedule 
so she is in the office approximately 20 hours per week.  
Karen typically works Tuesday 8:00-4:30, Wednesday 8:00-
4:30 and Thursday 8:00-12:00.  Feel free to contact my super-
visor, Kathy Mullooly, in the event of an emergency.  Kathy 
can be reached at 262-970-6832 or via e-mail at kmul-
looly@waukeshacounty.gov.  A very special thanks goes out to 
the providers who have agreed to allow me to recertify their 
day care homes early due to my upcoming maternity leave.  
I appreciate your patience during this exciting time for my 
family and I look forward to working with each of you in the 
New Year.  Happy holidays to you and your families!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to welcome Pam Rollins to the day 
care certification team.  Pam has been a licensed 
provider for several years and decided to become 
certified due to a recent chance within the licensing 
rules and regulations law.  Pam is certified at the 
regular level and plans to continue caring for three 
young children.  Pam has openings for school-aged 
children at this time.  Pam lives in Menomonee Falls 
with her husband and four children.  Pam’s family 
plays a very active role in her child care business 
and are supportive of her recent decision to switch 
over to day care certification.  Pam displays a true 

passion for child care and will be a great assist to the team of qualified day 
care providers within Waukesha County.  We would like to thank Pam for the 
hard work and dedication to the children within her care.           

Maclaren USA Recalls to Repair Strollers Following Fin-
gertip Amputations  
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in 
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall of 
the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled prod-
ucts immediately unless otherwise instructed.  
Name of Product: Maclaren Strollers 
Units: About one million 
Distributor: Maclaren USA, Inc., of South Norwalk, Conn. 
Hazard: The stroller’s hinge mechanism poses a fingertip amputation and 
laceration hazard to the child when the consumer is unfolding/opening the 
stroller. 
Incidents/Injuries: The firm has received 15 reports of children placing their 
finger in the stroller’s hinge mechanism, resulting in 12 reports of fingertip 
amputations in the United States. 
Description: This recall involves all Maclaren single and double umbrella 
strollers. The word “Maclaren” is printed on the stroller. The affected models 
included Volo, Triumph, Quest Sport, Quest Mod, Techno XT, TechnoXLR, 
Twin Triumph, Twin Techno and Easy Traveller. 
Sold at: Babies“R”Us, Target and other juvenile product and mass merchan-
dise retailers nationwide from 1999 through November 2009 for between $100 
and $360. 
Manufactured in: China 
Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using these recalled strollers 
and contact Maclaren USA to receive a free repair kit. 
Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact Maclaren USA toll-
free at (877) 688-2326 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday 
or visit the firm’s Web site at www.maclaren.us/recall 

SPOTLIGHT ON A PROVIDER 
Pam Rollins 

DAY CARE CERTIFIER CORNER: 

RECALLS: 

 
We would love to hear from you… 
 

Please let us know if you have specific questions or concerns.  
We would like to start a provider question of the month, so please 
call or send an e-mail with your questions each month to Jennifer 
Mantei at jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov or (262) 548-7250 or 
Karen Narlow at knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov or (262) 970-
4795. 

Professional Development, Networking  
& Training Corner: 



Infant Entrapment and Suffocation Prompts Stork Craft 
to Recall More Than 2.1 Million Drop-Side Cribs 
 
WASHINGTON, DC – The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC), in cooperation with Stork Craft Manufacturing Inc., of British Co-
lumbia, Canada, today announced the voluntary recall of more than 2.1 
million Stork Craft drop-side cribs, including about 147,000 Stork Craft drop-
side cribs with the Fisher-Price logo. The recall involves approximately 
1,213,000 units distributed in the United States and 968,000 units distrib-
uted in Canada. 
CPSC urges parents and caregivers to immediately stop using the recalled 
cribs, wait for the free repair kit, and do not attempt to fix the cribs without 
the kit. They should find an alternative, safe sleeping environment for their 
baby. Consumers should contact Stork Craft to receive a free repair kit that 
converts the drop-side on these cribs to a fixed side. 
The cribs’ drop-side plastic hardware can break, deform, or parts can be-
come missing. In addition, the drop-side can be installed upside-down, 
which can result in broken or disengaged plastic parts. All of these problems 
can cause the drop-side to detach in one or more corners. When the drop-
side detaches, it creates space between the drop-side and the crib mattress. 
The bodies of infants and toddlers can become entrapped in the space 
which can lead to suffocation. Complete detachment of drop-sides can lead 
to falls from the crib.  
CPSC, Health Canada, and Stork Craft are aware of 110 incidents of drop-
side detachment; 67 incidents occurred in the United States and 43 in Can-
ada. The incidents include 15 entrapments; 12 in the U.S. and three in Can-
ada. Four of the entrapments resulted in suffocation: a 7-month-old in Gou-
verneur, N.Y.; a 7-month-old in New Iberia, La.; a 6-month-old in Summers-
ville, W.Va.; and a 9-month-old in Bronx, N.Y. Included in these incidents 
are 20 falls from cribs; 12 in the U.S. and eight in Canada. Fall injuries 
ranged from concussion to bumps and bruises. The cribs involved in these 
incidents had plastic drop-side hardware that had broken, missing, or de-
formed claws, connectors, tracks, or flexible tab stops; loose or missing 
metal spring clips; stripped screws; and/or drop-sides installed upside-down. 
This recall involves Stork Craft drop-side cribs and Stork Craft drop-side 
cribs with the Fisher-Price logo. This recall does not involve any cribs that 
do not have a drop-side. This recall does not involve any cribs with metal 
rod drop-side hardware. It involves only those cribs with plastic trigger and 
one-hand-system drop-side hardware.  
This recall includes Stork Craft cribs with manufacturing and distribution 
dates between January 1993 and October 2009. This recall also includes 
Stork Craft cribs with the Fisher-Price logo that have manufacturing dates 
between October 1997 and December 2004. The Stork Craft cribs with the 
Fisher-Price logo were first sold in the U.S. in July 1998 and in Canada in 
September 1998. The cribs were sold in various styles and finishes. The 
manufacture date, model number, crib name, country of origin, and the 
firm’s name, address, and contact information are located on the assembly 
instruction sheet attached to the mattress support board. The firm’s insignia 
“storkcraft baby” or “storkling” is inscribed on the drop-side teething rail of 
some cribs. In Stork Craft cribs that contain the “Fisher-Price” logo, this logo 
can be found on the crib’s teething rail, in the manufacturer’s instructions, on 
the assembly instruction sheet attached to the mattress support board, and 
on the end panels of the Twinkle-Twinkle and Crystal crib models. 
Major retailers in the United States and Canada sold the recalled cribs in-
cluding BJ’s Wholesale Club, J.C. Penney, Kmart, Meijer, Sears, USA Baby, 
and Wal-Mart stores and online at Amazon.com, Babiesrus.com, 
Costco.com, Target.com, and Walmart.com from January 1993 through 
October 2009 for between $100 and $400.  
The cribs were manufactured in Canada, China and Indonesia. 
For additional information, contact Stork Craft toll-free at (877) 274-0277 
anytime to order the free repair kit, or log on to www.storkcraft.com 

Important Phone Numbers:  
 
Child Day Care Certification Staff 
Jennifer Mantei, Social Worker 
jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-548-7250 
 
 
Karen Narlow, Day Care Coordinator 
knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-970-4795 
 
 
Kathy Mullooly, Supervisor 
kmullooly@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-896-6832 
 
 
 
Very Special Thanks to  
Maureen Erb for designing  
and producing our newsletter.   

RECALLS: 


