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SEWRPC LAUNCHES VISION 2050 
LAND USE and TRANSPORTATION VISIONING PROCESS 

Seven Public Visioning Workshops Scheduled for October 

The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) is launching VISION 2050, an 
effort to create a new long-range future vision for land use and transportation in the seven-county 
Southeastern Wisconsin Region. VISION 2050 (www.vision2050sewis.org) is a comprehensive visioning 
and planning effort which will kick off with seven public Visioning Workshops in October. Public input will 
play a large role in shaping the vision, which ultimately will be reflected in a new year 2050 regional land 
use and transportation plan for Southeastern Wisconsin. The year 2050 plan will represent a reevaluation, 
update, and extension of the year 2035 plans prepared by the Regional Planning Commission in 2006. 

“Southeastern Wisconsin residents can have an important voice in the VISION 2050 planning process,” 
said SEWRPC Executive Director Kenneth R. Yunker. “We would like to hear from all interested 
individuals and groups.” 

The vision will describe how residents want their communities and the Region to develop, and how they 
want to be connected to the places where they live, work, and play. Extensive public outreach for the 
effort is designed to gather residents’ input into the process and expand public knowledge about the 
implications of land use and transportation development in Southeastern Wisconsin. There will be 
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publications, media materials, and outreach to minority, low-income, business, civic, community, 
neighborhood, and environmental groups, as well as others. Outreach will also include participation at 
fairs, festivals, and other public events in the Region. In addition, the Commission will be working with 
several community organizations that serve a variety of populations in a concerted effort to share 
information and gather input during VISION 2050 from their constituents. 

Feedback from the initial visioning activities will lead into examining possible scenarios of how the Region 
might look and function in the future. The scenarios will be refined and used to create more detailed 
alternative land use and transportation plans, representing alternative visions. The alternative plans will 
be evaluated based on how well they achieve the goals and objectives identified in the initial visioning 
activities. Region residents will then be able to help identify a preferred vision to be reflected in the final 
year 2050 regional land use and transportation plan. The final plan is intended to serve as a guide for land 
use and transportation decisions in the Region at local, county, and State levels for years to come. 

 

Visioning Workshops and Survey Opportunities 

The schedule for the initial seven public Visioning Workshops is provided on the following page. Anyone 
interested in participating in a workshop is asked to register in advance at www.vision2050sewis.org and 
stay for the duration of the two-hour workshop. Additional information is available via email at 
vision2050@sewrpc.org. 

A series of surveys are also being conducted to obtain residents’ preferences for land use and 
transportation. The Commission is contracting with the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Center for 
Urban Initiatives and Research (CUIR) to conduct a telephone preference survey of randomly selected 
residents in each of the seven Southeastern Wisconsin counties. There will also be two online surveys 
available at www.vision2050sewis.org: a preference questionnaire, with similar questions to those being 
asked through the telephone survey; and a visual preference survey, which is similar to that being 
presented during each of the initial Visioning Workshops. 

 

About SEWRPC 

The Regional Planning Commission is the official areawide planning agency for infrastructure and land 
use for Southeastern Wisconsin. The Commission serves the following seven Southeastern Wisconsin 
Counties: Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, Washington, and Waukesha. Under State 
law, Commission plans are advisory to local and State governments. 
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Year 2050 Population and Employment Forecasts 

Commission staff recently prepared population and employment forecasts that indicate the Region will 
have an additional 334,000 people and 210,000 jobs by the year 2050. The purpose of preparing these 
forecasts is to identify the growth and change in the Region’s population and jobs which will be 
considered in the preparation of the year 2050 regional land use and transportation plan. 

 

Relationship to Comprehensive (“Smart Growth”) Plans 

County and local governments across the Region over the last several years have prepared 
comprehensive plans with land use and transportation elements. The regional VISION 2050 planning 
effort will examine the future cumulative implications of land development and transportation across the 
entire urban region of Southeastern Wisconsin. Many of the County and community comprehensive plans 
do not extend out to the year 2050, and the findings and recommendations of this regional effort may 
serve to advise future updates and reexaminations of those plans. In addition, some communities’ 
comprehensive plans are designed for the full build-out of a community. VISION 2050 will assist those 
communities in considering how much development can be realistically expected by 2050, and what 
transportation infrastructure would be needed to serve that development.  

*   *   * 
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