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 • Incandescent and halogen bulbs are not considered hazardous waste and can be disposed of 
in the trash. However, Batteries and Bulbs Plus is now accepting incandescent bulbs for 
recycling. 

• Christmas lights (working or not) are accepted at all Goodwill Stores. 

Fluorescent tubes and bulbs contain mercury, which is a hazardous material, and must be disposed 
properly. Do not place fluorescent bulbs or tubes in your trash or recycling bins. 

• Residential compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) are accepted at many stores e.g. Home Depot, 
True Value (some), Sears, Target, Lowes and Batteries and Bulbs Plus. Please call your selected 
store ahead to confirm that they still accept this product. 

• Residential fluorescent tubes are accepted at Batteries Plus Bulbs stores for a very small fee.   

• Although County Household Hazardous Waste drop-off sites also accept residential fluorescent 
bulbs/ballasts and tubes, we prefer that residents use retail sites such as those listed above; the 
cost of processing these products through our HHW sites is costly.  

• BUSINESSES are required by law to recycle these items; please see our Business Recycling 
webpage for a list of recycling resources for businesses.  

To clean up broken CFLs, click here.  

To learn more about fluorescent bulbs and mercury, please check the Energy Star FAQ page. 

 

http://www.batteriesplus.com/
http://www.epa.gov/mercury/spills/index.htm#fluorescent
http://www.waukeshacounty.gov/uploadedFiles/Media/PDF/Parks_and_Land_Use/Recycling/Residential/Fact_Sheet_CFLs.pdf

