
My First Day of School   
Source:  www.crafts.kaboose.com 
Capture all the details of your child's first day of school with this adorable craft 
project. It'll become a keepsake that both you and your child will love looking at 
when they are older.  
 
Materials- 
 2 paper plates 
 Construction paper: orange, yellow, blue, green, red and color for hair (we 

used brown) 
 Flesh-colored acrylic paint 
 Crayons: black, pink, red, brown 
 4 15-inch long pieces of white yarn 
 4 pennies 
 Scissors 
 White craft glue 
 Sturdy tape (such as packaging or shipping 
tape) 

Directions- 
1. Paint the backside of one of the paper plates (rounded side facing up) 

completely with flesh-colored paint. For the second plate, only paint its 
center with the flesh-colored paint. Set aside to dry. 

2. Cut out four basic shapes from colored construction paper. We made a 
green triangle, blue rectangle, red square, and a yellow circle. You can 
use everyday objects, such as a jar, to trace the circle and a straight edge 
to create the others. You can also use cookie cutters. 

3. Use a black marker to write the following on each shape.  Triangle – My 
First Day, Square – My First School, Rectangle – My First Lunch, Circle - 
My First Teacher 

4. Using a black crayon, have child fill in the “firsts” in each shape (i.e. My 
First Day = date of the first day of school) or you can write it for them if 
they like. 

5. From one sheet of orange construction paper, cut a 3” wide strip from the 
end (should be approximately 3” x 8”). 

6. Use black marker to write “My First Day” on the orange construction pa-
per. Be sure to leave about 2 inches on either side of the paper, as you 
will need room to place the hands. 

7. Turn the orange paper over--the side with the writing should be facing 
down. Glue the four pieces of yarn to the back of the orange paper. 

8. Trim the four pieces of yarn so they are each a different length. 
9. Take the four colored shapes and glue a penny to the back of each. (This 

will give the shapes a little weight so that they don’t fly around and be-
come twisted together.) Pair each of the shapes with one of the pieces of 
yarn, and glue the end of the yarn to the penny on the shape. 

10. Take paper plate that is only partially painted. Using a drinking cup, small 
jar, or a can, trace two circles within the flesh colored area. Cut these two 
circles out. Place some glue on the back side of the circle and glue it to 
the front of the orange construction paper and let everything dry. 

11. Meanwhile, print out the hair pattern and choose either girl or boy hair, or 
draw your own freehand. Trace lightly onto the color construction paper 
that best matches the child’s hair. Cut out hair shape, and be sure to cut a 
little larger than the pattern at the top of the head to make sure you have 
enough to cover the paper plate. Set aside. 

12. Glue the hair in place at the top of the paper plate head. 
13. Draw on the features of the face using crayons. 
14. When the yarn and shapes are all dry, use some sturdy tape to reinforce 

the yarn on the back of the orange strip as well as covering the pennies on 
the backs of the shapes. 

15. Carefully turn the orange paper and shapes over. Glue the orange paper 
to the bottom section of the paper plate face. Let dry, then reinforce with 
some more tape. 

16. Make a loop with a scrap piece of yarn and tape it to the back of the plate 
so you can latch it onto a hook to hang up! 

 

Colored Pencil Can 
Source:  www.busybeekidscrafts.com  

 
This colored pencil can is pretty and functional! What makes this holder special 
is that the pencils can be removed, used, and then pressed back onto the out-
side of the can!  

Items-   
 Large empty soup can 
 White paint 
 Colorful fabric 
 Scissors 
 White craft glue 
 1-2 strips mounting putty 
 Large box of colored pencils 
 White ribbon (optional) 

Directions- 
1. Paint can with white paint and let dry. 
2. Cut two strips of material long 

enough to wrap around the top and bottom of the can to create a decora-
tive border. Attach with white craft glue. 

3. Roll the mounting putty in your palms and wrap around the center of the 
can. 

4. Press colored pencils into the putty, working your way all the way around 
the can. 

5. Tie a piece of ribbon around the can for a decorative touch. 
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Back To School…   

Today I hurry off to school, 

To work and learn and play. 

I'm in a brand new grade this year. 

What a happy day!           
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Cinnamon Snack Mix- 
Source:  www.crafts.kaboose.com 
5-cups honey graham cereal                        
3-cups bear shaped graham cookies 
2-cups Ramen Noodles crushed                     
¾-cup almonds 
1-cup golden raisins                                        
1/3-cup butter 
1/3-cup honey                                                
1-tsp orange juice 
   
Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  In a large bowl combine the honey graham 
cereal, bear shaped graham cookies, noodles, almonds and raisins.  In a 
small saucepan melt butter on low heat, then blend in honey and orange 
juice. Pour over dry mixture and toss to coat.  Spread on large baking 
sheet and bake for 10 minutes. 
  
Popcorn Balls- 
Source:  www.crafts.kaboose.com 
5-quarts of popped pop corn                      
¾-cup light corn syrup 
¼-cup margarine                                           
2-tsp of cold water 
2- 5/8 cups of powdered sugar                     
1-cup marshmallow 
      
In a saucepan over medium heat, combine the corn syrup, margarine, cold 
water, powdered sugar and marshmallows.  Heat and stir until it comes to 
a boil.  Combine the hot mixture and popcorn. 
Grease hands with vegetable oil and shape coated 
popcorn into balls. 
 
Peanut Butter Apple-Wraps 
Source:  www.readyseteat.com   
Ingredients- 
 4 whole wheat flour tortillas (8 inch) 
 1/2 cup creamy Peanut Butter 
 6 tablespoons granola cereal 
 1 large red-skinned apple 
 
Directions- 
1.  Spread each tortilla to 1/2 inch of edge with 2 tablespoons peanut 
butter. Sprinkle 1-1/2 tablespoons granola over lower two-thirds of peanut 
butter. 
2. Cut apple into quarters; remove core and chop into small pieces. 
Sprinkle apple evenly over granola. 
3. Start rolling each tortilla on apple end. Fold over 1 edge and continue 
rolling up, leaving one end open. OR, fold over both edges and continue 
rolling up burrito style. 

YoungStar Point Detail: http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/pdf/
point_detail.pdf 
Business and Professional Practices- Required Minimum- Business Prac-
tices – 1 pt. 
On going yearly budget planning and assessment of program financial 
status, including accurate completion and review of tax record;…. 
 
Business Administration Scale by Teri Talon and Paula Jorde Bloom 
4.  Fiscal Management - Question: Is there an operating budget for the 
current year? 
5.  Recordkeeping -Questions: How does the provider keep track of busi-
ness income? 
Does the provider keep track of expenses associated with the business 
use of the home? How is this done? 
As you can see from above, YoungStar looks into a provider’s fiscal re-
cordkeeping and management under the Business and Professional Prac-
tices and uses the Business Administration Scale.  In her book, From 

Babysitter to Business Owner, Patricia Dischler says “Establishing a yearly 
budget is an important aspect of being a business owner. In order to reach 
your goals, you will have to plan where the money will be coming from. In 
addition to determining expenses, you will be the person to decide what 
your income will be. Finding a balance between the two will give you a plan 
to follow in reaching your goals.”(p.184) Tom Copeland writes in his Money 
Mangement & Retirement Guide, “As a family child care provider, you most 
likely entered the field with some experience raising your own children, and 
you’re probably comfortable helping children learn…However, if you’re like 
most providers, you’ve had no training ( and comparatively little experi-
ence) in managing business finances.”(p.1) 
     
Sitting down to write out a budget can be a daunting task. Writing a budget 
brings up all sorts of negative thoughts. Attitude is the main reason people 
fail at writing and sticking to budgets. You need to look at budgets in a 
positive light with a positive attitude. Budgets are the foundation of every 
financial plan and help you get a handle on your finances so you know 
where your money is going. Once you know how much money you have 
and where it goes you can allocate your funds accordingly. Budgets help 
you track spending and may identify cash flow problems. You also need to 
stay motivated when you have your budget in place to keep track of in-
come and expenses so you can see if the budget is effective or needs 
adjustments. 
     
When writing a budget, keep your expectations realistic, if you have to start 
small, begin with a time-frame say of one month or one quarter. Before 
sitting down to figure out your budget gather all your financial statements, 
record your sources of income and create a list of expenses. Once you 
generate the list of expenses, the next step is to break them down into 
fixed and variable expenses. Fixed expenses stay the same every month 
like a rent or mortgage payment and variable expenses flex from month to 
month like utility bills. Once these tools are in place you are ready to set up 
your budget. You can create a simple worksheet for your budget on paper 
or a computer program like Excel.  For Example, 
 
Having a budget may help you trim your expenses, freeing up money for 
you to help you get out of debt or save for retirement or dream vacation. 

Watch for upcoming YoungStar trainings dealing with Business Practices. 
If you have any questions or need additional information, feel free to con-
tact Karen, Jennifer or Beth. 
      
Sources used for Article: (Note: Books are available to you through our 
Lending Library) 
From Babysitter to Business Owner by Patricia Dischler 
Money Management & Retirement Guide by Tom Copeland 
www.financialplan.about.com 
 

Here are a few September anniversaries for Wauke-
sha County Certified childcare providers.  Thanks for 
dedicating all these years to the childcare profession!   
 
This month’s congratulation goes to Elizabeth Wool-
ridge of Waukesha, Kali Bouchard of Waukesha 
and Betsy Anderson or Menomonee Falls.  Thanks for the outstanding 
care you provide to the children of Waukesha County!      
                    

 Elizabeth Woolridge:  Initial Certification Date 9/7/06, 5 years 

 Kali Bouchard:  Initial Certification Date 9/17/2007, 4 years  

 Betsy Anderson:  Initial Certification Date 9/20/10, 1 year 

Nutritious Nibbles:   
Fall Snacks 

BUSINESS BEAT: 
Do You Have a Budget for Your  

Childcare Program? 
LET’S CELEBRATE: 

Category Monthly Budget 
Amount 

Actual 
Dollar 
Amount 

Difference 

INCOME       
Child Care Fees       
Food Program       
EXPENSES       
Rent/Mortgage Pymt       
Gas/Electric Bill       

http://www.crafts.kaboose.com�
http://www.crafts.kaboose.com�
http://www.readyseteat.com�
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/pdf/point_detail.pdf�
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/pdf/point_detail.pdf�
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/pdf/point_detail.pdf�
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/pdf/point_detail.pdf�
http://www.financialplan.about.com�


 Waukesha County Health & Human Services Certified Provider 
Gathering September 19, 2011- 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. DHHS, Board Room, 
Topic: Awesome Autumn 

 Waukesha County Family Day Care Association:  Waukesha Admini-
stration Building (1320 Pewaukee Road) 7:00-9:00 p.m. *Starts Tuesday, 
9/20/11 through November 2011 

 SAVE THE DATE:  Child Care Appreciation Event sponsored by  
Waukesha County Child Care Work Group  Tuesday, October 4, 2011 
5:00-8:00 pm                

 4C for Children – 320 W. Vine St., Milwaukee – 414-562-2650 - www.4c
-milwaukee.org 

 Wisconsin Early Childhood Association (WECA) - 1556 N. Farwell 
Ave., Milwaukee  - 414-278-9322 - www.wecanaeyc.org 

 Parents Place- 1570 E. Moreland Blvd., Waukesha - 262-549-5987  - 
www.ppacinc.org  

 Wisconsin Early Childhood Association (WECA) 57th Annual Confer-
ence:  October 20 - 22, 2011   
Waukesha County DHHS is proud to announce that 
we have a limited number of scholarships available to 
our certified childcare providers who wish to attend 
the WECA conference this fall in Appleton, WI.  The 
scholarship will cover your registration fee ($195.00 
value) for the conference.  Scholarship recipients will 
be responsible for their hotel and food costs.  All interested providers 
should return their registration form to Karen Narlow by August 31, 
2011.  The winners of the WECA Conference Scholarships will be an-
nounced in the October Newsletter.   

 The Self-Assessment and Quality Improvement Plan fall under the Learning 
Environment and Curriculum section of YoungStar.  The Self-Assessment is 
worth 1 point and the Quality Improvement Plan is also 1 point. Both the Self-
Assessment and Quality Improvement Plan is required for a rating of 3,4 or 5 
stars. The Technical Consultant or the Rating Observer can verify these two 
items.   
    
The Self Assessment has to be completed within the last 12 months. Self 
Assessment tools look at areas such as space and furnishings, routines, ac-
tivities that engage the children, diversity, interaction between children and 
provider, program structure and business practices.  There is a Self Assess-
ment tool that may be used and is found on the YoungStar website 
(www.dcf.wi.gov- Go to YoungStar then to For Provider then to Tips and 
Tools). Other Self Assessment tools that can be used include National Asso-
ciation for Family Child Care’s Accreditation Self Study, Family Child Care 
Environmental Rating Scale-Revised and the Business Administration Scale.  
The program must identify what assessment tool was used, the date the as-
sessment was completed and who completed the assessment process. 
      
The Quality Improvement Plan (QIP) is usually developed from the Self As-
sessment.  The Quality Improvement Plan outlines the tasks needed to com-
plete the goals set by the program for improvement of quality standards. Ar-
eas of the quality improvement plan may be Education; Environment; Curricu-
lum; Health and Wellness; Business Practices; or Parent Involvement. The 
plan addresses goals, barriers or challenges in meeting those goals, tasks 
needed to complete the goal and who is responsible for them, resources that 
can be used to help achieve the goal, a timeline for completion and measure-
ment to show that goal has been achieved. 
      
If you have any questions, need additional information or resources, or need 
assistance in completing either the Self Assessment or Quality Improvement 
Plan please feel free to contact the Certification Staff.  –Karen Narlow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retzer Nature Center:  S14 W28167 Madison Street, Waukesha (262) 896-
8007  http://friendsofretzer.org/pdf/applefest_mailer11.pdf 
“Apple Harvest Festival” 9/17/11/ 9:00-5:00  $5.00  
 
Apple Orchards & Pumpkin Farms-          
Source:  www.pumpkinpatchesandmore.org 

 Weston Antique Apple Orchard- 5470 S. Overlook Drive New Berlin WI 
53146 (262) 679-2862  Check out their website www.westonapples.com 

 Basse's Taste of Country Pumpkin Farm - Pumpkin Festival, Hayrides, 
Corn Maze, Kids Activities, Fall Decorations, Apples, Cider 3190 County 
Line Rd. (Q), Colgate, WI. Phone: 262-628-2626. Petting zoo and 
"rainbow" play system, picnic tables & concessions for strawberry sun-
daes, cones & shakes. There is a country store open 9am-2pm with a lot 
of other fresh produce and local products. Labor Day - October 31 is a 
corn maze and October weekends a pumpkin festival. See website for 
details of exact dates and times.  (www.bassesfarms.com) 

 Elegant Farmer - 1545 Main Street, Mukwonago, WI, 53149. Phone: 
262-363-6770. Crops are usually available in September and October.  
You will find a huge, rustic yellow barn surrounded by orchards and fields 
of fresh fruits and vegetables. During the fall, you can Pick Your Own 
fresh produce right from our fields and enjoy tons of special events and 
celebrations. Make your own caramel apples in September and October.  

 Godsell Farm - Pumpkin patch-pick in the field, tractor-pulled hay rides, 
snacks and refreshment stand, restrooms, picnic area, farm animals, 
birthday parties, school tours S105w15585 Loomis Drive, Muskego, WI 
53150. Phone: 414-425-2937.  Open: Saturdays and Sundays from 9 
am to 4 pm starting 10/9/10 through 10/24/10.  Pumpkins, friendly farm 
animals, baby animals, farm demonstrations, picnic area and more;  

 Homestead Animal Farm - Pumpkin patch- already gathered from the 
field, corn maze, tractor-pulled hay rides, restrooms, picnic area, farm 
animals, birthday parties, school tours W320 N9127 highway 83, Hart-
land, WI 53029. Phone: 262-966-3840.  Open: October 2nd through 
October 31st Saturdays and Sundays 10am to 6pm Wednesday October 
27th 6:30pm to 10:00pm Thursday and Friday October 28th and 29th 
10:00am to 5:00pm.  

 Lindners Pumpkin Farm and Corn Maze - Pumpkins, corn maze, night-
time haunted corn maze 
19075 W. Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI. Phone: 262-549-5364.  
They have a petting zoo and other activities during the day; they sell 
pumpkins already picked; and the haunted corn maze is the best I've 
ever gone to which is on Fridays and Saturday evenings, and a a friendly 
corn maze during the day.  

 Patterson Orchard and Farm Market - 124th St between Beloit Rd and 
Layton Ave, WI. Phone: 414-425-0563. Open Aug 10 to March 15, 7 
days a week 9 to 5:30. Apples, cider, honey, jams and jellies, maple 
syrup, pears, vegetables and fruits, ready picked pumpkins only. Also 
frozen fruits and vegetables. Gift baskets at Christmas. No pick-your-
own. Closed on major holidays.  

 R & R Ranch - W226 S8025 Guthrie Road, Big Bend, WI 53102. 
Phone: 262-662-4920. Alternate Phone: 414-254-8726.  Open: Satur-
day and Sundays 10 am to 5 pm Weekdays 4pm to 7 pm. Enjoy a tractor 
driven hayride thru horse trails to the pumpkin patch to pick your own 
pumpkin. Already picked pumpkins are also available for sale. We also 
have corn stalks, straw bales, and apple picking. To schedule a group or 
questions please call.  Cash only! 

 Schuett Farms LLC - W299 S6370 Hwy 83, Mukwonago, WI 53149. 
Phone: 262-968-4348. Fax: 262-968-4548. Crops are usually available 
in September, October, November, December. Open: daily 10 am till 
dusk. Pick you own pumpkins weekends open mid September through 
October 31. Corn maze is open mid September through October 31. 
Open for Christmas trees from Thanksgiving until Christmas eve.  In the 
summer we offer sweet corn and produce. In the fall we have an on-farm 
display area, selling pumpkins, squash, gourds, cornstalk bundles, straw 
and many other fall decorations. We also offer a corn maze and a pick-
your-own pumpkin patch. Throughout the year we offer homegrown natu-
rally-fed beef, which is custom-cut and ready for your freezer.  Cash or 
check only!  

Professional Development, Networking & 
Training Corner: 

WELCOME FALL: 
Local Apple Orchards & Pumpkin Farms 

HOT TOPIC 
Self-Assessment & Quality Improvement Plan 
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Mini Stars Building Sets Recalled  
by Edushape Due to Choking Hazard 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in 
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall 
of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled 
products immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is illegal to resell or 
attempt to resell a recalled consumer product. 
Name of Product: Mini Stars building sets 
Units: About 18,000 (additional star building sets were recalled in Septem-
ber 2010) 
Distributor: Edushape Ltd., of Deer Park, N.Y. 
Hazard: Plastic knobs can break from the center of the stars, posing a chok-
ing hazard to young children. 
Incidents/Injuries: CPSC and Edushape have received two reports of the 
knobs breaking off from the center of the stars. No injuries have been re-
ported. 
Description: This recall involves Mini Stars building sets. The Mini Stars 
measure three inches in diameter and are made of opaque plastic. Each 
star has six circular knobs protruding from a ring-shaped center. Edushape 
only makes Mini Stars in red, green, yellow or blue colors which are in-
cluded in this recall. The Mini Stars do not have any markings, codes or 
logos stamped into the plastic. They were sold in sets of 12, 24, 36, 48 and 
72 pieces. 
Sold at: Small retail stores nationwide, online at Toys R Us.com, Ama-
zon.com and CSN on walmart.com from January 2007 through December 
2009 for between $10 and $50. 
Manufactured in: China 
Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled Mini Star building 
sets away from children and contact 
Edushape for a free replacement set or credit 
towards another Edushape product of equal 
or lesser value. 
Consumer Contact: For additional informa-
tion, contact Edushape at (800) 404-4744 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. ET Monday 
through Friday, or visit the firm's website at 
www.edushape.com 
 

Fisher-Price Recalls to Repair Little People Builders' 
Load 'n Go Wagons due to Laceration Hazard 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission and 
Health Canada, in cooperation with the firm named below, today announced 
a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should 
stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is 
illegal to resell or attempt to resell a recalled consumer product. 
Name of Product: Little People® Builders’ Load ‘n Go Wagon 
Units: About 208,000 in the United States and 2,800 in Canada 
Importer: Fisher-Price, of East Aurora, N.Y. 
Hazard: The back of the wagon’s plastic handle has molded-in reinforce-
ment. This design adds stiffness and facilitates children gripping the handle. 
The handle poses a laceration hazard if a child falls on it. 
Incidents/Injuries: CPSC and Fisher-Price are aware of seven reports of 
injuries, including five reports of children requiring surgical glue or stitches. 
Description: This recall involves the Fisher Price’s Little People® Builders’ 
Load ‘n Go Wagon model number P8977. The product includes a red wagon 
with a yellow handle, multi-colored plastic blocks and a dog figure. The 
model number is located on the bottom of the wagon. “Little People® Build-
ers” is found on a label on the side of the wagon and “Fisher Price” is em-
bossed on the handle. Wagons with green handles are not included in this 
recall. 
Sold at: Mass merchandise retail stores nationwide from June 2009 through 
July 2011 for about $25. 
Manufactured in: Mexico 
Remedy: Consumers should immedi-
ately take the recalled wagons away 
from children and contact Fisher-Price 
for instructions on how to obtain a free 
repair kit. 
Consumer Contact: For additional 
information, contact Fisher-Price at 
(800) 432-5437 between 9 a.m. and 6 
p.m. ET Monday through Friday or visit 
the firm’s website at 
www.service.mattel.com 
 
 

Toy Keys with Remote Recalled  
by Battat Due to Choking Hazard 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission and 
Health Canada, in cooperation with the firm named below, today announced 
a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should 
stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is 
illegal to resell or attempt to resell a recalled consumer product. 
Name of Product: Toy keys with remote 
Units: About 1,080,000 in the United States and 3,600 in Canada 
Importer: Battat Inc., of Plattsburgh, N.Y. 
Hazard: The metal toy keys and the plastic key ring can break, posing a 
choking hazard. 
Incidents/Injuries: CPSC and Battat have received 17 reports of keys break-
ing, and 14 reports of key rings breaking. No injuries have been reported. 
Description: This recall includes all B. FunKeys™ with factory code H58000-
01 or H26300-01, and Parents® Magazine Electronic Keys with factory code 
H26300-01. The factory code is located on the back of the remote. The 
remote of the B. Fun Keys is olive green or red and the top of the keys are 
multi-colored. The remote of the Parents Magazine Electronic Keys comes 
in different colors and the top of the keys is a solid color. Both remotes have 
sound buttons, and the metal keys hang from a plastic ring. 
Sold at: Retailers nationwide and online sellers from April 2010 to May 2011 
for B. FunKeys, and from January 2006 to December 2009 for Parents 
Magazine keys for about $9. 
Manufactured in: China 
Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled toy keys away 
from children and contact Battat to receive replacement keys. 
Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact Battat toll-free at 
(866) 665-5524 between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, 
or visit the firm’s website at www.battatco.com 

Child Day Care Certification 
Staff: 
Jennifer Mantei, Day Care Certifier, Social Worker 
jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-548-7250 
 

Karen Narlow, Day Care Coordinator 
knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-970-4795 
 

Beth Treder, Day Care Certifier, Social Worker 
btreder@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-548-7897 
 

Kathy Mullooly, Supervisor 
kmullooly@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-896-6832 
 
W-2 Child Care Specialist: 
Jenny Homp, Child Care Specialist 
jhomp@wctc.edu 
262-695-7962 
 
Very Special Thanks to  
Maureen Erb for designing  
and producing our newsletter. 

RECALLS: 
http://www.cpsc.gov 
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