
ENROLLED ORDINANCE 169-33 
 

APPROVAL OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN WAUKESHA 
COUNTY AND MUNICIPALITIES FOR RECYCLING CONTAINERS 

AND MATERIAL HAULING  
 
 

WHEREAS, since 1990, Waukesha County has served as a “Responsible Unit” for recycling 
under Chapter 287 Wisconsin Statutes for twenty-five (25) participating municipalities, and   
 
WHEREAS, Waukesha County as a “Responsible Unit”, administers numerous recycling 
program components such as recyclable material processing and marketing, public education 
programs to increase recycling rates, household recyclable containers, special event containers 
and regional recyclable drop-off boxes, and  
 
WHEREAS, since 2001, the Waukesha County coordinated recycling program provided 
participating municipalities over $12 million in tax relief (“dividend payments”) while 
accumulating fund balance for future program enhancements, and   
  
WHEREAS, between 2007 and 2012, a series of independent and joint studies were completed 
by both Waukesha County and the City of Milwaukee to determine the best future path for 
recyclable processing to adapt to the industry trend of single sort collection and processing 
systems, and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2014, after completing a competitive joint request for proposal (RFP) process, 
the Waukesha County Board approved Enrolled Ordinance 168-117 authorizing an 
intergovernmental agreement with the City of Milwaukee and concurrent contracts with a private 
company named “ReCommunity” to design, build and operate a Joint City/County Recycling 
Facility to process single sort recyclables, and   
 
WHEREAS, studies show single sort recycling systems are more convenient and popular with 
residents, allow more material to be recycled, may reduce municipal collection costs, and will 
increase recycling rates in the County by an estimated 25%, and  
 
WHEREAS, to accommodate the increased recycling rate, larger recycling containers are 
required for residents within the participating municipalities, representing over 89,000 
households, and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2014, the County facilitated an RFP for participating communities for the 
collection and disposal of solid waste and the collection and transport of single sort recyclables, 
which showed the most cost-effective alternatives for containers and for transporting recyclables 
to the Joint City/County Recycling Facility for processing, and 
 
WHEREAS, using revenues from the sale of recyclables and state grants, the County has agreed 
to continue providing participating municipalities financial support for recyclable containers and 
for transporting recyclables to the Joint City/County Recycling Facility for processing, based on 
the proposals from the 2014 collection contract RFP.  
 
THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF WAUKESHA ORDAINS 
that to implement the coordinated recycling program activities as a “Responsible Unit,” 
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Waukesha County will enter into intergovernmental agreements with participating municipalities 
for recycling containers and material hauling needs under the program.   
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that cost associated with recycling containers and material 
hauling will be detailed in the annual Waukesha County Budget.   
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the County Executive or designee may execute the 
Intergovernmental Agreement to support municipal costs for recycling containers and hauling on 
behalf of Waukesha County.
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