
Waukesha County 4-H Dog Project
To:
4-H Members registered for the Waukesha County 4-H Dog Project 

From:
JoAnn Hubacek – Key Leader 262-251-6768

Re:
Dog Training Project
The Waukesha County Dog Show will be held on Sunday July 12, 2015.  More information will be provided, when available. 
Just a reminder, 4-H youth must be in at least 3rd grade to train a dog in the project and dogs must be at least 6 months of age.  

Orientation Meeting

Orientation will be on Wednesday March 4, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the 4-H Forum Building on the Waukesha County Expo Grounds-South Hall.  This orientation is REQUIRED for all members and parents enrolled in the Waukesha County Dog Project.  Do not bring your dog.  
If you are unable to attend orientation, have someone pick up a schedule for you or call JoAnn at 262-251-6768 and I will tell you your class time and instructors.  None will be mailed.
Schedule of Classes
Obedience and Junior Showmanship training will be on Wednesday evenings.  The first obedience training class will begin on Wednesday, March 18th. There will only be two classes held in March, 18th & 25th and then training will continue on most Wednesdays.  However, there may be some class cancellations due to building reservation conflicts-refer to the schedule given at orientation.  Classes will take place in the 4-H Forum building-South Hall. 
Obedience:

Obedience classes will be 45 minutes long and will begin at 5:45 & 6:30.We will try to schedule the younger members at the earlier time.  If a specific time slot is required, please make a note of it on the registration form. 

Junior Showmanship:

Junior Showmanship classes are scheduled at 5:45 and 6:30.  You may attend a class that does not interfere with your obedience class. Classes will begin approximately 1 month after the start of obedience.  
Agility:
If there is enough interest, agility classes will take place on Tuesday evenings 5:15-6:15.  The start date and location are yet to be determined.  More information will come.  
Required Inoculations
We require that all dogs participating in all classes must be up to date on their shots.  We require a current DHLPP, and a rabies vaccination (date given, date due). A heartworm test is also recommended (consult with your vet), but not required.  Bring to the orientation or first class, a photocopy of your dog’s inoculations, indicating that your dog is current on the above inoculations or your dog will not be allowed in class.  No Exceptions will be made.  Your dog will not be allowed to train until proof of the above tests are given.  Please bring a photocopy that the trainer can keep.  An additional photocopy will be required if any vaccinations are given after training begins.  This will be kept on file with the dog project.  On the photocopy, please circle or highlight the dog’s name and add the 4-H member’s name.
Registration Forms and Fees
Forms and the $20 fee per family must be postmarked NO LATER than February 18th  – NO EXCEPTIONS. We have a limited number of instructors and space available.  It is extremely important as a schedule needs to be completed assigning youth and dogs to instructors and copies made to distribute at orientation. 
There is no additional fee if you are registered for multiple classes.  The $20 fee is per family.
The fees will go towards training equipment and trophies.  All of the instructors are volunteers and appreciate your respect.   

A few openings may be available after the closing date.  Interested persons must call JoAnn at 262-251-6768.  NO enrollments will be taken at the orientation meeting.
4-H State Dog Show

The 4-H State Dog Show will be held at the Washington County Fairgrounds in West Bend-August 21-23, 2015.  The 4-H youth will attend from all over the state.  This is a wonderful opportunity-Plan to take advantage of this event.

4-H County Dog Training Project

JoAnn Hubacek, Key Leader 262-251-6768

Dog Requirements
· Dogs should be at least 6 months old by the time lessons start. 

· Dogs must have a good disposition.

· Dogs must be up to date on shots:

DHLPP booster shot-provide date given and date due

Rabies vaccination-provide date given and date due

Heartworm test (recommended)

Bordetella and Corona (recommended-check with your vet) 
We must have a photocopy of these shot records for our files. Bring to the orientation or the 1st night of class - circle or highlight the dog’s name and add the 4-H member’s name if not on the form.

· If the dog is not feeling well or has fleas etc., keep them home and treat according to your vet’s instructions.

· If dog is in heat, keep at home about 3 weeks. Youth should attend the training session and inform the instructor.

· A dog must be a pet of the immediate family. If this is not possible, approval to train another dog must be granted from the head of the dog training project, JoAnn Hubacek, prior to registration, as certain restrictions must be followed. This permission, if granted, will apply for the County Fair Dog Show and the State Dog Show. 

Members
· Only one person may train the same dog in obedience. If there are two youth in a family and only one dog, one youth may train in obedience and the other may train in junior showmanship.

· Members not achieving a “qualifying score” at the County Fair last year may repeat the training level. Members wishing to skip a training level may have a “run through” to determine feasibility.

· Those in obedience classes should attend weekly and try to attend at least 3/4 of the classes.

· If unable to attend, please inform your instructor.

· The first six weeks are very important. New lessons are learned each week.  

· Members enrolled in the dog project may become involved in other training workshops or lessons. They do not have to be in obedience classes. If they plan to compete at the County Dog Show, they must provide the required inoculations stated above.

· Members not in obedience classes will have other opportunities to exhibit at the fair.

Junior Showmanship
Classes will begin approximately one month after the start of obedience. If interested in these classes, you can attend a session that does not interfere with your obedience class. These will run the same evenings as obedience until the fair. 
Equipment

· Leashes: prefer leather (easier to handle), must be six feet long, 1/ 4” to 3/8” wide for small dogs and 1/2” wide for larger dogs. 

· Choke chain collars: should just fit over the dog’s head. The proper size is the distance around the dog’s neck plus two inches. If too large, it will not work properly. 

General Conduct

· If a dog has an accident (relieves itself) anywhere on the fairgrounds, the member must clean it up. 

· Make sure your dog eliminates at home before coming to class. 

· Do not feed dogs right before class.

· Dogs must remain on leash at all times except where under the instructor’s supervision during specific exercises. 

· No dog will be left unattended either loose or tied. 

· Dogs are not permitted in rest rooms. Someone needs to hold your dog until you return. 

· Dogs are not allowed to drink from the water fountains. You may fill your water dishes from the water fountains or bathroom faucets. 

Parents

· As a parent, you are encouraged to come to weekly lessons, as you should be aware of what is happening at the training sessions. The member needs your support and you should be aware of what the child is to do. Although the child is responsible for the training of the dog, you should be there to assist if needed. 

· Be in the background. You will have an affect on the dog. Listen to what they are learning and if you have questions, ask your child’s instructor after the class is over. 

· Your child should spend 20 minutes per day working with the dog. 

· The child should take on the responsibility of feeding, exercising, and grooming the dog. This will help the dog focus on the child as its leader and thereby help with the training. 

· Others in the household should use the same commands with the dog (ex. come, down, etc.).

Remember

· The youth are being instructed on “how to train the dog” at the weekly classes. In order to train the dog, the youth and the family must work together. 

IMPORTANT
· For training, wear appropriate clothes and well-fitting shoes – NO FLIP FLOPS!
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