Emergency Detention (ED) Instructions – 51.15
1) Secure scene.

2) Call EMS if needed.

3) Establish / Assess need:

a) Ask lots of questions.  Ask if they intended to “kill” or “harm” self or someone else.  If so: when, where, how and why.  These are all necessary questions for Corp Counsel.  Use Assessment Sheet (attached) to make sure you have asked all the necessary questions.
b) Elements required for an ED is that there is cause to believe that:

i) The individual is. . . 

(1) Mentally Ill and/or,

(2) Drug Dependant and/or, 

(3) Developmentally Disabled

AND


ii) The Individual is. . .

(1) A danger to him/herself (threats or attempts to harm self) 

(2) A danger to others (threats or attempts to harm others)
(3) Has Impaired Judgment, such that Individual is doing Dangerous things, even if they are not doing those things on purpose (Examples—walking in traffic, dropping lit cigarettes on the floor, going outside in the cold not properly dressed)

(4) Unable to meet basic needs for food, clothing, shelter, medical care because of mental illness
4) Before making a final determination on Emergency Detention—AND THIS APPLIES TO JUVENILES AND ADULTS--Officer MUST call the Mental Health Center (262-548-7985 or 7986) and ask to speak to the Charge Nurse.  Officer must ask the Charge Nurse to “approve” the Detention.  If Charge Nurse approves the Detention, ask the Charge Nurse (as below) regarding the availability of a bed and any medical clearance needs. 
5) If the Charge Nurse will not initially approve the Detention, attempt the following:
a) Ask the Charge Nurse to reconsider, based on the facts and your reasoning that the Detention needs to occur

b) Ask the Charge Nurse to consult with the Psychiatrist on call (the Charge Nurse will be trained to consult with the Psychiatrist on call before deciding to decline any Detention request)

c) Ask the Charge Nurse to contact and consult with the Corporation Counsel attorney on call
6) If, ultimately, the Charge Nurse will not approve the Detention, you should consult with your Department’s Shift supervisor about the possibility of doing one of the following:

a) Arranging for the Subject to receive voluntary treatment and/or be voluntarily admitted to an appropriate facility for evaluation

b) Arranging for the release of the Subject to a responsible family member

c) Placing the Subject under arrest, if applicable
d) Returning the Subject to the point of origin in the community
*THE EFFECTIVE DATE FOR ASKING FOR DETENTION APPROVAL FROM THE WAUKESHA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES/CHARGE NURSE IS NOVEMBER 1, 2009.
7) When Emergency Detention is established:
a. ADULTS: The Primary intake facility for adults in a Chapter 51.15 is Waukesha County Mental Health Center (MHC).  Waukesha County contracts with other facilities on an overflow basis.
i. The Officer MUST ask the Charge Nurse regarding the availability of a bed at the MHC and the possible necessity of medical clearance.  THIS IS NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DISPATCHER.  Please make the call yourself so you can pass along the necessary information that the MHC needs as dispatch will not always have this information.

ii. If a bed is not available at MHC, then MHC will make alternate arrangements for the next available facility and they will pass that information along to you.
b. JUVENILES:  The primary intake facility for detentions of juveniles in a Chapter 51 is Child & Adolescent Inpatient Services (CAIS) in Milwaukee. Waukesha County contracts with CAIS for a set number of beds.  When those beds are full, CAIS is “full to us”. CAIS will then make arrangements for an alternate facility.  They will pass that information along to you.  


i. Officer Must call CAIS @ 414 257-7260 to see if a bed is available and find out if medical clearance is needed.  Again, this is not the responsibility of the Dispatcher.
ii. If CAIS is “full to Waukesha County”, Staff at CAIS will make arrangements for admission to an alternate facility and they will advise you as to where to transport the Juvenile.
c. ADULTS AND JUVENILES:  Check with the intake facility to see if medical clearance is needed:


i. If NO medical clearance is needed
1. Remain with the subject the entire time

2. Fill out ED paperwork completely

3. Make two copies of ED Paperwork

4. Transport subject to MHC/CAIS (or other facility authorized by Mental Health)
5. Give one copy of ED Paperwork to facility receiving Subject

6. Serve one copy of ED Paperwork on the Subject

7. Return original ED Paperwork to your Department to be submitted to Corporation Counsel.


ii. If medical clearance is needed, but Subject is not ADMITTED:
1. Transport to Hospital if EMS is not already doing so

2. Remain with subject entire time until cleared or properly relieved

3. Transport subject to MHC/CAIS (or other facility authorized by Mental Health) after medical clearance is completed
4. Fill out ED paperwork completely

5. Make two copies of ED Paperwork

6. Give one copy of ED Paperwork to facility receiving Subject

7. Serve one copy of ED Paperwork on the Subject

8. Return original ED Paperwork to your Department to be submitted to Corporation Counsel.


iii. If Subject is ADMITTED to Hospital for Medical Treatment
1. Fill out ED paperwork completely including MEDICAL POLICE HOLD in ED packet

2. Make 2 copies

3. Serve 1 copy on Subject
4. Leave one with Admitting Hospital

5. Ask Hospital to contact your Department when Subject is medically cleared so that you can return to pick up the Subject

6. Fill out Hospital’s Medical Police Hold form – (ask ER desk how to obtain one)

7. Return original ED Paperwork to your Department to be submitted to Corporation Counsel.

8. When Hospital notifies you that Subject is medically cleared, call Charge Nurse at MHC/CAIS to determine accepting facility

9. Transport subject to MHC/CAIS (or other facility authorized by Mental Health) 
10. Give copy of ED Paperwork to the receiving MH facility
d. Check for New Charges/Warrants/holds etc.

i. Determine whether there are any new or pending charges/warrants/holds for the Subject.

1. If any of these apply make sure you fill out the CRIMINAL POLICE HOLD form in the ED packet.  This must be done or the Subject may be released after the conclusion of the Mental Health case without notification to your agency.
2. If you DO place a “criminal” hold on the subject make sure that fact is prominent in the paperwork.  Make sure it is in your report and that you pass the information along to each facility the subject will be dealing with. 

3. Follow your Department’s protocol for following up with the facility and taking custody of the Subject after the Mental Health case is concluded.

Please Note: The section stating “Subject was detained at” must be the facility/hospital where admitted and date and time admitted there.
If you are cleared from the hospital after medical treatment/clearance without the Subject having been admitted, and you are then admitting the Subject to the Mental Health Center, it will read… Subject was detained at (mental health treatment facility) for example--Waukesha County Mental Health on 08-08-08 at 8:00pm.

If you are advised that your subject will be admitted to the hospital for medical treatment/clearance and not immediately released for admission to the Mental Health facility, then it will read… Subject was detained at (medical treatment facility) for example—Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital on 08-08-08 at 8:00pm.

This is extremely important because it starts the clock on the 72-hour time period in which the Probable Cause Hearing must be held, and must be filled out properly. 

