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Waukesha County Airport/Crites Field to Host 
Unique Blend of WWII and Contemporary Aviation Events on Saturday, September 18
WHO:
Approximately 30 retired Air Force veterans from the 86th Fighter Bomber Group who flew missions in World War II across Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Italy, Germany and France, will enjoy a display of locally-owned Warbirds with their families who are all in town for a reunion.  At the same time, approximately 60 pilots/owners of more contemporary Beechcraft airplanes will be participating in a Beechcraft Pilot Proficiency Program at Crites Field.  Beechcraft brands include Bonanza, Baron, Travel Air and Duke aircraft.
WHEN:
The 86th Fighter Bomber Group event is 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 18.

The Beechcraft Pilot Proficiency Program runs from Friday, Sept. 17 through Sunday, Sept. 19.  On Saturday, the pilots will be flying their aircraft in two groups of approximately 20 airplanes each: 

· Group 1 departs at 8:00 a.m. and returns between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m.
· Group 2 departs at 1:30 p.m. and returns between 6:30 and 7:00 p.m.

WHERE:
Both events will occur at Crites Field, 2525 Aviation Drive, Waukesha.  The 86th Fighter Bomber Group event will take place at the PlaneSafe hangar and ramp on the northwest corner of the airport (corner of Bluemound Rd. and Pewaukee Rd.).  The Beechcraft event will be held at the airport terminal and ramp, 2525 Aviation Drive.
WHY:
This is an opportunity to do a story about the wide variety of activity that occurs at a general aviation airport like Crites Field, which is the third busiest airport in the state of Wisconsin.  The juxtaposition of Warbirds and the men who flew them, and the contemporary world of aviation where individuals can own and fly aircraft for recreation or business purposes, could make a compelling story.  The veterans and contemporary pilots offer a rich variety of story content and the two events provide a feast of great audio visual content.
VISUALS:
Dozens of Warbirds and contemporary Beechcraft airplanes on display and in flight; 30 retired pilots and flight crew members from WWII (in their 80s and 90s) and 60 contemporary pilot/owners with their instructors, renewing their skills.
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