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Waukesha County Airport/Crites Field Celebrates 75th Anniversary 
with Aviator Appreciation Day
WAUKESHA, WI, USA (August 18, 2010) – The Waukesha County Airport (also known as Crites Field, after its founders and first airport managers), will celebrate its 75th anniversary on Saturday, August 21, 2010 with an Aviator Appreciation Day party from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in appreciation of the many pilots, aircraft owners and the companies that serve them, who have made the airport what it is today, a jewel of Waukesha County.
In 1935, just 32 years after the Wright Brothers’ famous first flight, Waukesha County Airport began as an airport for aviation enthusiasts to learn to fly.  Today, the airport serves a variety of business and recreational flight, providing nearly 1,000 jobs that generate over $24 million in wages and payroll per year for the local community, according to a 2009 economic impact report. The airport is also credited with generating nearly $81 million in sales for the organizations that use it for aviation, and the companies that provide goods and services to them.
“The Waukesha County Airport is a special place in our community, and we’re determined to make sure that our business community understands what a great resource the airport is, and that our residents recognize the wonderful world of recreational aviation as an option for their free time,” said Daniel Vrakas, Waukesha County Executive.  “There’s a wonderful energy among the airport community and you get an amazing glimpse at aviation history when you go to airport events, see the historic aircraft up close, and talk to the owners or the veterans who flew them during World War II.”
More than 50 local businesses regularly use the airport, including large and small companies transporting staff to meetings with customers and branch offices; consultants and experts like engineers traveling to meet customers; charter aviation companies taking their clients to and from important meetings; flight schools training students to fly; and a variety of companies based at the airport that provide equipment and services to aircraft owners and guests that fly into the airport.
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The Aviator Appreciation Event is being held for the nearly 500 Waukesha County Airport tenants who own airplanes or helicopters that they keep in hangars at the airport for both business and recreational flight, the owners and employees of airport-based businesses, members of aviation enthusiast groups such as the Waukesha Aviation Club which helped start the airport with the Crites brothers back in 1935.  Waukesha County officials and members of the Airport Operations Commission are also expected to participate to show their appreciation to the aviation community.
“We thought the best way to commemorate the airport’s 75th anniversary would be to host an Airport Appreciation Day to thank the people who make the airport such an important asset for the community,” said Keith Markano, Waukesha County Airport Manager.  “We already had a community-wide event in June with our annual Wings Over Waukesha event that brought 5,000 people in to experience the airport, and the people who volunteered their time and aircraft to make that event a success were our tenants, aviation enthusiast group members and airport-based businesses.  It seems fitting to make this event a day to celebrate them and let them be the guests for a change, since they are always so generous with their time, energy and aircraft when we need them.”
- ### - 
About Waukesha County Airport/Crites Field

Waukesha County Airport is full-service airport open 24/7 and located conveniently just 20 minutes from Milwaukee, in the heart of one of Wisconsin’s fastest growing communities.  More than 50 businesses regularly use the airport for corporate travel, either on their own aircraft or via charter and other air transport services.  Nearly half of the airport’s 195 small aircraft owners use their airplanes for both business and recreational purposes. The airport features runways long enough for nearly all corporate aircraft and an approach lighting system and instrument landing system that enables aircraft to land in inclement weather.  Over the past 3 years, the airport has only closed 2 times for 6 hours due to Wisconsin’s harsh winters, which is much less than other airports in the vicinity, including the Milwaukee airport.  Airport-based businesses provide aircraft and avionics maintenance services, flight training, charter and various other services to support local aircraft requirements.  The Waukesha County Airport provides nearly 1,000 jobs resulting in more than $24 million in wages and payroll, and is credited with providing nearly $81 million in sales for the organizations that use it for aviation, and the companies that provide goods and services to them. 
