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COUNTY EXECUTIVE DAN VRAKAS’ 2014 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY  
“SEE THE DREAM” EVENT REMARKS 

 

Waukesha County is honored to be part of this important program and celebrate the life and 
legacy of Dr. King.  I am extremely proud of our Department of Health and Human Services and 
the Department’s Equal Access Group for leading this endeavor.   
 
Please join me in thanking La Casa de Esperanza for sponsoring today’s program and providing 
the wonderful lunch.  I’d also like to thank ReDonna Rodgers, who once again is working with 
this program and leading us on the “experiential exercise.”  RaDonna did a great job for us last 
year and I look forward to working with her again today.  
 
Waukesha County is a rapidly growing County and we are rapidly becoming more diverse.  In 
order to best serve our County and local communities must must understand and embrace this 
change.  I believe that today’s event is a great step in celebrating the diversity of our great 
County! 
 
In a 1963 letter Dr. King wrote “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  For this 
world to truly be a just world, we must work for justice and equality in our own communities.  
We must strive to live Dr. King’s dream for neighbors to live together in harmony and to love 
and respect one another. 
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“Vrakas’ 2014 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Remarks,” continued … 
 
One of the things that makes this county a great county is that in a time of need we come 
together as a nation to help our neighbors.  In the wake of 9/11 each of us witnessed just how 
amazing the American Spirit truly is.  After hurricane Katrina we saw this again – neighbor 
helping neighbor, donating food, clothing, money and time.  When there is a crisis, anywhere in 
the world, Americans pull together, raise money, donate materials and time to individuals both 
domestically and abroad – we do whatever we can to help. 
 
Here in Waukesha County, I witnessed American Spirit in the aftermath of the 2008 flooding, 
the 2009 H1N1 epidemic and the 2010 tornado in Eagle.  Residents helping one another, 
businesses proving whatever they could to assist, volunteers from churches, scouting groups and 
businesses willing to do whatever was needed.  The American Spirit does not consider race, 
religion or ethnicity – the American Spirit does not stop at local borders – the American spirit is 
kind, strong and unrelenting. 
 
I challenge you to embrace the American Spirit and the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. not 
only in the face of tragedy but everyday.  Let us maintain this spirit in all that we do, may we 
look for ways to support our neighbors, may we love one another and may we work toward 
justice everyday.  I encourage all of you to strive to achieve the dream of Dr. King. 
 
Dr. King led the dream of inclusion, dignity and respect – in Waukesha County we strive to live 
that same dream.  Though we are the lowest per capita spending County in the state, we provide 
over $300,000 each year in funding for homelessness.  This year we opened a new Health and 
Human Services Center dedicated to providing services to individuals in need.  We partner with 
multiple non-profits countywide to help support county residents. 
 
Before I conclude, I would like to thank our partners for their support today – our host, La Casa 
de Esperanza, Waukesha County Technical College, ProHealth Care, Carroll University, the 
NAACP – Waukesha County Branch, and my team at Waukesha County for all of their hard 
work in making today’s event possible. 
 
Thank you for coming today and enjoy today’s presentation. 
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