
FOCUS ON COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Dear Friends,

This time of year, Americans come together as a country to say thanks.  
Thanksgiving is a time for all Americans, regardless of race, religion or 
ethnicity to be thankful and unite as a single nation. 
 
Thanksgiving has played an important role in our history.  The first 
Thanksgiving was celebrated in Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1621.  After the 
pilgrims from the Mayflower’s first successful harvest in the New World, 
Governor William Bradford invited Chief Massasoit of the Wampanoag 
Native American tribe to celebrate the harvest, marking the first time these 
two diverse cultures sat down together to share a meal as one nation. 
 
It wasn’t until 1863 in the midst of the Civil War that President Abraham 
Lincoln made Thanksgiving a national holiday.  In the middle of this war 
that was tearing our nation apart, President Lincoln encouraged all 
Americans to celebrate this holiday and the history of our country as one 
nation. 
 
This Thanksgiving, let us not forget the courageous men and women serving 
in the military abroad fighting for the very freedom that we celebrate this 
year.  As you sit down to a meal with your family, don’t forget about those 
whom are unable to share their Thanksgiving meal with their family.  When 
sharing the things that you are thankful for around the Thanksgiving table, 
be sure to say thanks for those Americans working to protect our freedom. 
 
Sincerely, 

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE DESK OF WAUKESHA COUNTY EXECUTIVE  
DANIEL P. VRAKAS 
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“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
 

Recognizing Outstanding Kids 
Art Show 

 On Thursday, November 11, 2010, the Waukesha 
County Department of Health & Human Services hosted 
their 5th Annual “Recognizing Outstanding Kids” 
(ROKs) Art Show to acknowledge and display the 
creative efforts and artistic talents of young people who 
are served by the Department.   
 
The Department of Health and Human Services is an 
Agency committed to the well being of the community, 
and because of that belief, ROKs program was created 
with the thought that young people served by the 
department contribute to the community in many ways.  
The group’s mission is to provide a range of 
opportunities to recognize these achievements.  The 
recognition reinforces the growth and development of 
these individuals, supports and encourages their 
creativity, and furthers their ability to have a positive 
impact on the community. 
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Now through June 4th, 2011, the Waukesha County 
Museum, located at 101 W. Main Street in the City of 
Waukesha, will be hosting the “Memories of World War 
II” exhibit. 
 
This exhibit presents the unique opportunity for museum 
patrons to tour more than 2,000 square feet of galleries 
dedicated to remembering and learning about World War 
II.  The exhibit features more than 100 photographs from 
the archives of the Associated Press and hundreds of 
artifacts from the war donated by county residents to the 
museum collection.  Also, “The Greatest Generation 
Theater” will be showing a 20 minute film featuring the 
personal stories of four surviving WWII veterans. 
 
The Waukesha County Museum is an outstanding 
resource for all Waukesha County residents.  The 
museum is part of a partnership with Waukesha County 
and the City of Waukesha aimed at preserving the 
history of our County and sharing this history with the 
community.  Numerous school groups, civic 
organizations, scouting groups and well over 15,000 
residents visit the museum each year. 
 
The museum has several diverse programs that reach 
Waukesha County youth such as summer camps, school 
tours and a robust program for area Boy and Girl Scouts.  
This museum, in and of itself, is part of Waukesha 
County’s history. 
 
For more information on the Waukesha County Museum 
including tickets prices and hours of operation visit 
www.waukeshacountymuseum.org or call (262) 521-
2859.

WAUKESHA COUNTY MUSEUM 
HOSTS “MEMORIES OF WORLD 

WAR II” EXHIBIT 

County Executive Dan Vrakas and Director of Health and 
Human Services Peter Schuler present a certificate to one 
of the ROKs Art Show participants. 



REDUCE YOUR WASTE STREAM WINNERS
This week, the Baas Family of Brookfield was awarded the grand prize in the 
Waukesha County “Reduce Your Waste Stream Team Challenge.”  The Bass 
family won the prize for reducing the amount of garbage they threw away by an 
astonishing 89.8 percent, more than 32 other households in the Challenge.  They 
reduced their weekly trash from 20.8 pounds to 2.1 pounds. 
 
Much of the trash was removed from their garbage cans and either reused, 
thrown into the recycling bin or composted in their backyard.  Some of it never 
made it into their house because participants learned to buy in bulk or recyclable 
packaging to significantly reduce packaging waste. 
 
The fun, friendly waste-reduction competition was designed to increase 
awareness of recycling and waste reduction strategies available to all Waukesha 
County residents.  In all, 33 families in six Waukesha County communities 
participated in the Challenge. 
 
Preliminary competition data showed that each household reduced the amount of 
garbage it produced by an average of 12.6 pounds per week.  The data also 
showed the amount of recyclable material increased by an average of 10 pounds 
per household per week.  By extrapolating the data collected from the 
participating households, if just one quarter of the households in the 25 
participating communities did as well as our Challenge participants, the county 
would divert more than 7,200 tons of garbage every year from landfills and 
increase recycling by 5,700 tons.  From a financial standpoint, that represents an 
annual savings of over $288,000 in landfill disposal fees and $572,000 worth of 
additional recyclables.  Some of these dollars are then go back to communities to 
help keep taxes low. 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
SIGNS 2011 COUNTY 

BUDGET    
On Thursday, November 18th, County 
Executive Dan Vrakas signed 
Waukesha County’s 2011 Budget at 
the Waukesha Electric Headquarters in 
the City of Waukesha.  The theme of 
the event was “Waukesha Works.” 
 
The location was chosen because in 
June Waukesha Electric decided to 
expand their business further in 
Waukesha County resulting in the 
creation of over 250 local jobs.  This 
expansion also has implications for a 
number of suppliers in Waukesha 
County to grow their businesses as 
well.   
 
The signing event was attended by 
over forty people, including the 
Waukesha County Budget Team, 
various Department Heads, City of 
Waukesha Officials and 
representatives from the Waukesha 
County Economic Development 
Corporation and the Waukesha County 
Business Alliance. 
 
The Budget was passed on Tuesday, 
November 9th by the Waukesha 
County Board of Supervisors with two 
amendments to the Executive 
Proposed Budget. 

“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
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The Baas family from Brookfield reduced their waste by almost 90%. 
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