Wisconsin Airports with FAA and Contract Tower Facts

· The stated FAA rationale for choosing which airport towers to close is based on the degree to which the air traffic control tower affects the “national interest,” defined as those having fewer than 150,000 total operations AND 10,000 commercial operations.1 By these definitions, Appleton, Green Bay and Madison should also be on the closure list, but they are not.  
· Waukesha County Airport is the only general aviation airport in Wisconsin that has been designated by the FAA as a “national airport.” According to the FAA’s definition, “National airports support the national and state system by providing communities with access to national and international markets.” This definition would seem to meet the FAA rationale of airports that affect the national interest.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There are 238 aircraft based at Waukesha County Airport, including two flight schools, Flight for Life and numerous corporate aircraft. 
· There are 57 towers nationwide operated by the FAA that have lower activity levels than Waukesha County Airport and have been spared from the closure list.  
· Members of the National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA) staff all FAA towers and 64 of the 250 contract towers.

Towers Serving Airlines and General Aviation
	Airport
	On April Closure List
	Contract
Staff
	FAA
Staff
	NATCA Union
	2012 Commercial*
	2012 Total Ops
(Tower)

	Appleton (ATW)
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	2,446
	39,443

	Eau Claire (EAU)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	38
	28,057

	Green Bay (GRB)
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	3,347
	64,626

	La Crosse (LSE)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	173
	25,057

	Madison (MSN)
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	13,248
	85,370

	Milwaukee - Mitchell (MKE)
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	66,694
	135,257


Sources: 2, 3
* Reflects airlines only.  Does not include business aviation and air taxi service (charters), many of which use aircraft similar to the airlines, but are considered General Aviation.  

Towers Serving General Aviation Only (Business and Recreational Aircraft)
	Airport
	On April Closure List
	Contract
Staff
	FAA
Staff
	NATCA Union
	2012 Total Ops (Tower)

	Janesville (JVL)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	57,082

	Kenosha (ENW)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	57,323

	Milwaukee - Timmerman (MWC)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	33,406

	Mosinee (CWA)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	16,461

	Oshkosh (OSH)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	46,443**

	Waukesha (UES)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	57,377


Sources: 2, 3
** Excludes EAA AirVenture tower operations, which are handled by FAA volunteer controllers.

Sources:
1 FAA letter to Waukesha County Airport, March 5, 2012
2 FAA Air Traffic Activity System on www.FAA.gov 
3 NATCA website, www.NATCA.org
