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Sources of Content
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

Content on WI’s DSPS web site

Code of Conduct Training Highlights at Rick’s workplace APWA E-Learning Courses by Nick Arena & Sue Hann

Stormwater Plan Examples in WI

https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/Home.aspx
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- Ethics for Public Works Supervisors, Nick Arena

Ethics Definition



Develop an Ethical Culture

- Ethics for Public Works Supervisors, Nick Arena



Ethical Tests

- Ethics for Public Works Supervisors, Nick Arena



Rules

- Ethics for Public Works Supervisors, Nick Arena



Ethical Policies – See Handout

STANDARDS OF 
PROFESSIONAL 

CONDUCT

CODE
OF

ETHICS

CODE
OF

ETHICS

- Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management, Rick Eilertson

CODE
OF

ETHICS



APWA Standards of Professional Conduct
1. Public Trust: I will maintain the public trust and avoid personal gain from 

privileged information or relationships.

2. Public Interest: I will prioritize the public interest over individual, group, or 

societal interests, viewing my occupation as an opportunity to serve society.

3. Sustainability: I will promote sustainability by responsibly managing natural, 

financial, and human resources.

4. Health and Safety: I will consider public health and safety in all aspects of 

my work.

5. Integrity: I will conduct myself with personal integrity, honoring the 

reputation of the profession, my employer, my community, and the 

Association.

6. Legal Compliance: I will ensure that my work complies with all legal 

requirements set by local, state, provincial, or federal governments.

7. Environmental Stewardship: I will plan, design, build, maintain, and 

operate public infrastructure with respect for the environment and future 

generations1.

- Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management, Rick Eilertson

https://www.apwa.org/wp-content/uploads/APWA-Standards-Professional-Conduct_2023.pdf


Code of Ethics at Rick’s Workplace

- Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management, Rick Eilertson



Code of Ethics at Rick’s Workplace

- Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management, Rick Eilertson



Code of Ethics at Rick’s Workplace

- Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management, Rick Eilertson



Code of Ethics at Rick’s Workplace

- Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management, Rick Eilertson



Code of Ethics at Rick’s Workplace

- Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management, Rick Eilertson
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Wisconsin Administrative Code § A-E 2.02

1. Registration Seals – 1.625” to 2” diameter

2. Approved designs for stamps ==========>

3. Rubber stamp may be used

4. Each sheet of plans, drawings, documents, specifications and 

reports for Arch, LA, PE, Design, or PLS shall be signed, sealed and 

dated by registrant/permit holder who prepared, or directed and 

controlled preparation, except as specified in sub. (5).

5. If > 1 sheet is bound, the registrant may sign, seal, and date just the 

title or index sheet if the signed sheet clearly identifies all other 

sheets, otherwise all individual sheets must be signed.

Wisconsin PE Stamp Requirements
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/a_e/2.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/A-E%202.02(5)
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Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

Wisconsin Administrative Code § A-E 2.02

6. Any addition, deletion or other revision to each sheet which affects 

public health and safety or any state or local code requirements may 

not be made unless signed, sealed and dated by the 

registrant/permit holder.

7. All seals or stamps shall be original (e.g. crimp, rubber stamp or 

electronic meeting requirements of ch. 137, Stats.)

8. Plans, specifications and calculations for buildings and structures 

not exempt under s. 443.15, Stats. by non-WI registrant shall have 

certificate, dated, signed and sealed by the WI registrant with 

description and statements.

Wisconsin PE Stamp Requirements, continued

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/a_e/2.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20137
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/443.15
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When is the WI PE Renewal Period? What do I need to do?
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

• Per 440.08, Wis. Stats., the renewal period for Wisconsin Professional 
Engineers is: Aug. 1 of each even-numbered year

➢ Renew at: DSPS Professional Engineer (wi.gov) by July 31 

• Per 13.03, Stats., WI PE’s need at least 30 professional development hours 
(PDHs) per biennium, including at least 2 PDHs in professional conduct and 
ethics

• At least 13 of the 30 PDHs need to be real time with active participation with 
the instructor

• Instructors earn double the PDHs per hour of instruction

• Active participation in professional/technical societies earns 2 PDHs per year

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/440/I/08
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/Professions/EngineerProfessional/Default.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/a_e/13.pdf
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When is the WI PE Renewal Period? What do I need to do?
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

• Per 440.08, Wis. Stats., the renewal period for Wisconsin Professional 
Engineers is: Aug. 1 of each even-numbered year

➢ Renew at: DSPS Professional Engineer (wi.gov) by July 31

➢ Tracking sheets are available at: DSPS PE Continuing Education (wi.gov)

• Per AE-13.03, Stats., WI PE’s need at least 30 professional development 
hours (PDHs) per biennium, including at least 2 PDHs in professional conduct 
and ethics

• At least 13 of the 30 PDHs need to be real time with active participation with 
the instructor

• Instructors earn double the PDHs per hour of instruction

• Active participation in professional/technical societies earns 2 PDHs per year

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/440/I/08
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/Professions/EngineerProfessional/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/EngineerProfessional/CE.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/a_e/13.pdf
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Who oversees WI’s Professional Engineer Section?
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management
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What does WI’s Professional Engineer Section do?
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

• Board issues certificates to qualified PEs

• Board has authority to revoke/suspend certificates

• Disciplinary action involves:

➢ Unethical conduct
➢ Incompetence
➢ Unlicensed practice
➢ Misrepresentation
➢ Plan stamping, and
➢ Other practice allegations

• Board reviews complaints and schedules hearings if violations are noticed



20

Where can Orders and Disciplinary Actions be found?
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

DSPS Orders and 

Disciplinary Actions 

(wi.gov)

https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/SelfService/OrdersDisciplinaryActions.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/SelfService/OrdersDisciplinaryActions.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/SelfService/OrdersDisciplinaryActions.aspx
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1. Stormwater Management Plan Reports

2. Plan Sets/Sheets for Stormwater Systems/Facilities

3. Project Manuals/Specifications

4. Addenda

What Stormwater Management Documents need PE Stamps?
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management
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Which are proper ways to sign, seal, and date SWMPs and Plan Sets to 
meet Wisconsin Administrative Code § A-E 2.02?

Proper method of signing, sealing, and dating
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/a_e/2.pdf
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Review watersheds entering and leaving the “project limits” 
1. Identify any “run-on” onto the site and whether this is routed around or through the 

proposed stormwater system

2. Verify each “run-off” analysis point

3. Verify that the predeveloped and post-developed watersheds have the same 

boundary.

4. Create Flow Paths and identify Time of Concentration (Tc) for each Flow Path

➢ Flow path should be from the “most hydraulically distant point” to the analysis 

point leaving the site

➢ Maximum sheet flow was 300’ in original TR-55, but is now 100’ before 

becoming shallow concentrated flow => This makes a HUGE difference!

Example Stormwater Analysis Issues
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management
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Example Stormwater Analysis Issues
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management
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Local, County, and 

State Regulators 

involved up front?
1. Pre-Application 

Meeting?

2. Regulators briefed on 

the project and given 

the chance to offer 

any suggestions for a 

successful design and 

approval?

Example Stormwater Analysis Issues
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management
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Letters? Emails? Virtual Meetings? Web-based PDF Markup Sessions?

What Best Practices do you use to communicate during SW Reviews?
Professional Engineering Ethics in Stormwater Management



Reflection Question

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann



Reflection Question

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann



Reflection Question

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann



Reflection Question

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann



Reflection Question

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann



Ethical Quandaries in Public Works

Robert Moses
• 1888 - 1981
• Built significant portion  

of New York’s parks, 
roads, and bridges

• Bulldozed poor, 
minority-based 
neighborhoods and 
evicted tenants

• Greater “good” vs. 
individual loss

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann, w/ edits by Rick Eilertson



Reflection Question

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann



What You Can Control

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann



Final Word => “Reputations…”

- Ethics in Public Works Leadership, Sue Hann
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Rick Eilertson, PE
AECOM

608-402-5862 (mobile)

rick.eilertson@aecom.com

Questions?
Professional Engineering 
Ethics in Stormwater 
Management
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Thurs.., April 4, 2024
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