
Wisconsin Stormwater Utility 
Fees and Credits 

Ways to incentivize private stormwater 
facilities without breaking the bank

Rick Eilertson, PE, ENV SP

AECOM

2026 Waukesha County / Wisconsin Land + Water 
Stormwater Workshop

March 24, 2026



Learning Objectives

1. Describe how to access rate structures and credit policies for 

stormwater utilities throughout Wisconsin

2. Compare pros and cons of up to three (3) different credit policies 

for stormwater utilities in Wisconsin and how they incentivize the 

inspection and maintenance of private stormwater infrastructure

3. Evaluate potential enhancements to existing credit policies that 

ensure private stormwater facility owners are doing their part 

without breaking the bank of the municipality



What is a Stormwater Utility?
• Local government program that funds 

stormwater management

• Fees based on impervious surface

• Authorized under Wisconsin Statutes

How are Fees Calculated?

• Residential Equivalent Runoff Unit (ERU)

• Non-residential based on impervious area

• Typical ERU = 2,500–3,000 sq ft

Stormwater Utility Basics



Legal References
• Wisconsin Stormwater Utilities are typically 

established via State Statute (§) 66.0821

• Fees are typically charged referencing § 66.0809 

and/or § 66.0821

• If rates are challenged, the community may be forced 

to have rate structures reviewed/approved by the 

Public Service Commission (PSC) - § 66.0821(5)(a)

• Thus, credit policies and appeals/variance 

processes are often found very helpful

Stormwater Utility Basics



Accessing Rate Structures and Credit Policies

Visit: www.wisconsin.apwa.org

Go to: Committees/Water Resources Committee

Click: HERE

http://www.wisconsin.apwa.org/
https://apwakc-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/chapteradmin_wisconsin_apwa_org/Eabx3S0YwvpLludN9yAQ49sB6PPS6_9o1qrljgG6p_dAPA?e=iRIkhn


Accessing Rate Structures and Credit Policies



Accessing Rate Structures and Credit Policies

Campbell, Warren, "Western Kentucky University Stormwater 

Utility Survey 2025" (2025). SEAS Faculty Publications. Paper 22.

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/seas_faculty_pubs/22
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Accessing Rate Structures and Credit Policies



Accessing Rate Structures and Credit Policies



Accessing Rate Structures and Credit Policies

2015-2023 Data now shows Average = 

$77.47/ERU/year



City of La Crosse Stormwater Utility Fee

• Stormwater Utility established in 2012

• 1 ERU = 2,841 square feet

• Maximum Credit = 80%

• 2019 Fee = $53.92/ERU/year 

• 2021 Fee = $53.92/ERU/year

• 2026 Fee = $144.72/ERU/year

• Stormwater Utility Fee and Credit/Adjustment 

Information is available at: Stormwater Credits & Forms 

| La Crosse, WI

https://www.cityoflacrosse.org/your-government/departments/utilities/stormwater-utility/stormwater-credits-forms
https://www.cityoflacrosse.org/your-government/departments/utilities/stormwater-utility/stormwater-credits-forms


Credit Policy for City of La Crosse

6 Pages 5 Pages 7 Pages



Credit Policy for City of La Crosse



City of Madison Stormwater Utility Fee

• Stormwater Utility established in 2001

• 1 ERU = lot area

• Maximum Credit = Varies

• 2019 Fee = $93.01/ERU/year 

• 2021 Fee = $104.76/ERU/year

• 2026 Fee = $152.52/ERU/year

• Stormwater Utility Fee and Credit/Adjustment 

Information is available at: Stormwater Bill | 

Engineering | City of Madison, WI

https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/stormwater/stormwater-bill
https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/stormwater/stormwater-bill


Credit Policy for City of Madison

• Stormwater Management Credit

• Riparian Discharge Credit

• Land Cover Condition Credit

• Rural Property Credit

• Multi-Property Stormwater Management Credit



Credit Policy for City of Madison

7 Pages 1 Page 1 Page



City of Fitchburg Stormwater Utility Fee

• Stormwater Utility established in 2002

• 1 ERU = 3,700 square feet

• Maximum Credit = 50%

• 2019 Fee = $78.00/ERU/year (Urban)

• 2023 Fee = $103.28/ERU/year (Urban)

• 2026 Fee = $106.56/ERU/year (Urban)

• Stormwater Utility Fees and Credit Information is 

available at: Stormwater Utility | Fitchburg, WI

https://fitchburgwi.gov/232/Stormwater-Utility


Credit Options:

1. Rainwater Harvesting, One 

time credit, $5-6/ 55 gallons

2. Water Quality Practice,    

~25% Reduction in fee

3. Water Quantity Practice,    

~25% Reduction in fee

4. Pervious Pavement System,    

Reduction in ERU areas

5. Creek Supporter Pledge,    

$4-8/year

Credit Policy for the City of Fitchburg

2 Pages



Credit Policy for the City of Fitchburg

Property Owner pledges to do at least 34 out 

of 57 recommended actions in:

1. Lawn Care

2. Weeds & Pests

3. Sanitary Sewage Savvy

4. In the Home: Tips on Toxics

5. Pets and Animals

6. On the Road

7. Runoff & Stormwater

8. Fish & Aquatic Life

9. Urban Forestry

9 Pages



Stormwater Utility Credit Example: Fitchburg Center

Fitchburg Center:
Private Dry Pond converted to 

Prairie Swale



The Crossing Ponds:

Private Wet Ponds with 

Native Vegetation

Vegetation Management at The Crossing Ponds



Vegetation Management at The Crossing Ponds



Vegetation Management at The Crossing Ponds



APWA WI Spring 2026 Conference
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