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Background
• 1-7,000+ acre sites
• Developers from across the country
• Wisconsin electric providers reported plans 

to add approximately 6,000 MW of new 
solar energy capacity by 2030 

Draft Strategic Energy Assessment, PSC



Types of 
Solar

• Residential 
– Rooftop

• Community 
– <50 acres

• Utility
– Up to 7,100+ acres





As of 2022, utility and community scale solar combined accounted for less 
than 1% of the total electricity produced in the state of Wisconsin.

37% Natural Gas
36% Coal
4% Hydro
3% Wind
1% Solar





Vista Sands Solar



Proposed project area: 7,100 acres

1,300 MW (200,000 homes)

Towns of Plover, Buena Vista, and Grant 
(Portage Co)

Highly contentious due to proximity to 
the Buena Vista Wildlife Area which 
supports the threatened Greater Prairie 
Chicken



• GPRC Range.pdf*
• VS and BVWA.pdf*

*pages from Environmental Impact Statement located here: 
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFview/viewdoc.aspx?docid=50
8693 

https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFview/viewdoc.aspx?docid=508693
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFview/viewdoc.aspx?docid=508693


PSC Public Comment Period
• Public outpouring of comments 

(1,187) 

• Env. Group vs. Env. Group

• What happens when environmentally 
friendly projects have the potential 
for unfriendly environmental 
consequences?



PSC Final Decision



PSC Final Decision
• PSC Final Decision Document: 

https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFvie
w/viewdoc.aspx?docid=529800 

• Vista Sands PSC Docket Info: 
https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/Commissio
nActions/CasePages/VistaSandsSolar
Project.aspx 

https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFview/viewdoc.aspx?docid=529800
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFview/viewdoc.aspx?docid=529800
https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/CommissionActions/CasePages/VistaSandsSolarProject.aspx
https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/CommissionActions/CasePages/VistaSandsSolarProject.aspx
https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/CommissionActions/CasePages/VistaSandsSolarProject.aspx


Thank You!
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