
ENROLLED ORDINANCE 168-117 
 

APPROVAL OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN WAUKESHA COUNTY AND THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE 

REGARDING THE CONSTRUCTION AND PRIVATE 
 OPERATION OF A JOINT RECYCLING FACILITY 

 
 

WHEREAS, both Waukesha County and the City of Milwaukee each own a Material Recovery 
Facility (“MRF”) that historically has been operated under private contract and has processed 
similar annual quantities of residential recyclables, and 
 
WHEREAS, between 2007 and 2012, a series of independent studies were completed by both the 
County and the City to determine the best future path for recyclable processing to adapt to the 
industry trend of single stream collection and processing systems, and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2013, the County and City executed an intergovernmental cooperation agreement 
and subsequently accepted proposals for the processing and marketing of combined County and 
City recyclables at either a privately-owned and operated MRF or a publically-owned and 
privately operated MRF, and 
 
WHEREAS, in December 2013, after completing a competitive proposal review process, 
officials from joint County/City technical and financial review committees unanimously 
recommended an Intent to Award to Resource Recovery Systems, LLC d/b/a “ReCommunity” 
for their proposal to process County and City single stream recyclables at the existing Milwaukee 
MRF, and 
 
WHEREAS, the competitive proposal process has determined collaborating to process recyclable 
tonnage to be advantageous to Waukesha County by perpetuating municipal tax relief, continue 
private sector operation of processing and continued operation without tax levy, and  
 
WHEREAS, the County and City desire to cooperate in the construction and private operation of 
a joint single stream MRF at the existing Milwaukee MRF for the processing of all recyclables 
for which they are a Responsible Unit and other Third-Party recyclables, and  
 
WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statutes Sections 66.0301 and 287.13 provide the authority for the 
County and City to enter into an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for the construction 
and private operation of a joint recycling facility.   
 
THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF WAUKESHA ORDAINS 
that the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement between Waukesha County and the City of 
Milwaukee for the construction and private operation of a joint recycling facility, which is on file 
in the Office of the County Clerk, is hereby approved. 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the County Executive or designee may execute the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement on behalf of Waukesha County. 
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