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CHILDREN’S VOICE 

WAUKESHA COUNTY’S CHILDREN WITH  SPECIAL  

NEEDS PROGRAM MONTHLY  NEWSLETTER 

| August 2021| 

 

 

 

 

 

Children with Special Needs Updates: 

 

 

 

 

Waukesha County has partnered with 
Wisconsin Family Ties to start a new parent 
support group designed to help family members 

feel supported by other families. The group will started very soon, so we are seeking input from 
you into how the support group should be set up and what would be helpful to the families 
interested. Please use the link below to take the survey:  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentsLikeUs  

 

 

What is Katie Beckett Medicaid?  Did you know that when you apply for the CLTS Waiver 
program we can also assist you in applying for Katie Becket?  Katie Beckett Medicaid provides 
access to Wisconsin Medicaid services for children with disabilities, mental illness, or complex 
medical needs.  Katie Beckett helps some children whose parents have too high of an income for 
Medicaid  or have a source of insurance already, you can receive needed services and equipment 
that might not otherwise be covered.  If a family only wants to apply for Katie Beckett, they have a 
new intake line as of June 14, 2021: 888-786-3246.  If you are already enrolled in CLTS waiver 
program you already have a source of Medicaid.  If you would like to enroll in the CLTS program, 
please call: 262-896-3397.   

 

https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/ChildAndFamilyServices/
https://www.wifamilyties.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentsLikeUs
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/kbp/index.htm
https://www.wifamilyties.org/
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COVID-19 Resources 

COVID-19: Return to School Resources.  You 

will find many resource links regarding COVID-19 and 

returning to school.   

COVID-19 Infection Control and Mitigation 

Measures for Wisconsin Schools 2021/2022 

Conferences/Workshops 

2021 Wisconsin Self-Determination 

Conference:  Registration is now open for the 

virtual conference to be held October 18-20, 2021.  

Self determination means taking control of your 

life.  This is a big event for people with disabilities 

and the people who support them.  Learn how to 

live more independently, participate more in your 

community, and direct your public funds 

efficiently.   

 

New to Autism Virtual Group:  The new to 

Autism Group is a monthly virtual group for 

parents of children newly diagnosed with autism.  

Connect with other parents for a casual discussion 

about shared experiences, community resources, 

and to learn more about the Autism society.  Next 

meeting August 19th @ 6:30pm.   

Dads’ Virtual Support Group: This virtual 

group is a monthly opportunity for dads, 

grandfathers, and other male caregivers of children 

with autism to network, share experiences, and 

learn from one another.  First meeting August 

22nd from 7-8pm.   

Harnessing Abilities Transition Summit: 

Those living or supporting a person with different 

abilities will learn about how critical including, 

exposure, and expectations are for those with 

aiblities to better access a successful like transition 

into their communities.  August 10th from 8-4pm.   

Mental Wellness 

NAMI QPR Training: Question, Persuade, Refer.  A 

presentation training which educates community 

members about myths of suicide and how to get a 

person at risk of suicide the help they need.  

Individuals will learn three simple steps needed to 

know to help prevent suicide.  Two dates offered for 

virtual, 9/10/2021 and 9/22/2021 only need to 

register for one date.   One date for in person on 

9/22/2021.   

 

NAMI Basics: NAMI Basics is a 6-session education 

program for parents, caregivers and other family who 

provide care for youth who are experiencing mental 

health symptoms.  NAMI Basics is available both in 

person and online.  The course is taught by a trained 

team with lived experience raising a child with a 

mental health condition.  They know what you’re 

going through because they’ve been there, too.  

Upcoming class August 26-September 30th, 

Thursdays 6-8:30pm. 

 

2021 Wisconsin Infant and Early Childhood 

Mental Health Virtual Conference: Save the date 

for this conference which will be held virtually on 

October 11-12, 2021. 

We would love your feedback! 

The Children with Special Needs Program would like your feedback in regards to our newsletter!  What can 

we add?  What should we change?  Please email Mardy Juhl, CSN Supervisor at: 

mjuhl@waukeshacounty.gov 

https://www.waisman.wisc.edu/covid-19/return-to-school/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/DPI_Infection_Control_and_Mitigation_Measures_for_Schools.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/DPI_Infection_Control_and_Mitigation_Measures_for_Schools.pdf
https://web.cvent.com/event/7cabffec-c7ce-44d1-86dd-4fa784cc524d/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/7cabffec-c7ce-44d1-86dd-4fa784cc524d/summary
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0udu2rrzIrH9KTT54-oKIXgLIPniOmX3hT
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMscumtrDwjHdRokGGlKr_f9un-xdMDlYQ6?fbclid=IwAR3k2yk1qim90GLEfpJQT1OIQG6RQfj8NGgLSjfh4se8zTPEWvFThufU-50
https://www.aimingforacceptance.com/harnessing-abilities-summit.html
https://namisoutheastwi.org/community-education/qpr/qpr-registration/?nowprocket=1
https://namisoutheastwi.org/support-and-education/mental-health-education/nami-basics/?nowprocket=1
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=w7fcerwab&oeidk=a07ehp93ef78b1f3f7e
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=w7fcerwab&oeidk=a07ehp93ef78b1f3f7e
mailto:mjuhl@waukeshacounty.gov
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Children with Special Needs 

Program Staff 

Vickie Smith (Interim Division Manager)  

262-548-7241 

Mardy Juhl (Supervisor) 262-970-6672 

Dan Borchardt 262-896-8532  

Kim Hawke 262-970-0665 

Melissa Lipovsek 262-548-7348  

Sara Rydzik 262-548-7997  

Ted Wuerslin 262-548-7269 

Leslie Zersen 262-548-7228 

Erin Zellmer (Interim Supervisor)262-548-7381 

Chelsee Dinamarca (LSS Supervisor )262-896-6881 

Allison Anschutz 262-970-6685  

Stephanie Binder 262-970-6610 

Laura Eichsteadt  262-548-7292  

Alissa Hetzel 262-896-6829  

Emily Partlow 262-548-7772  

Emily Roper  262-548-7891 

Jessica Wegner 262-548-7353  

Melissa Weir 262-548-7341  

Julie Kunath (Supervisor) 262-970-4794  

Maddy Attewell 262-896-6829  

JoAnne Ayers 262-548-7442 

Paige Blanchette 262-970-6629  

Leslie Chisoholm 262-722-0187 

Rebecca Messnick 262-896-8569  

Jennifer Radueshchel  262-970-6647 

Brianna Wright 262-970-4718  

Lauren Polahar (Supervisor)  262-548-7298  

Amanda Hutchison 262-548-7716  

Courtney LaBuy 262-722-0188 

Cailey Moran 262-722-0190 

Jessica Pagel 262-722-0189 

Mary Pitcher 262-548-7719 

Amelia Kennedy 262-548-7232 

Megan Buhl 262-970-6612 

DEAR ARDY, 

I am a mother of a child with Autism and I 
am looking for someone to help out in my 
house with him so that I can get a break once 
in a while.  I could really use some tips and 
tricks on how to find a good respite provider.    

Sincerely, 

 

Kara Vider 

 

Dear Kara, 

Finding a direct caregiver that fits your needs can be 
challenging and difficult, especially with the pandemic, as 
many of us are hesitant to invite caregivers into our homes.  
Here are some tips for when looking for a caregiver for your 
child with special needs:  

 

1. Let your friends, family, co-workers and neighbors know 
about your need.  

2. Contact people in your child’s life like aides in your child’s 
current or former schools, worker’s at your child’s sports 
programs, after-school or summer camp staff may be 
interested.   

3. Contact tech schools and colleges in your area.  College 
students who are interested in health care, education and 
social work make great caregivers and may be looking for 
some experience working with a family with special needs.   

4. The Respite Care Association of Wisconsin mages the 
Wisconsin Respite Care Registry.  This a database of 
potential respite care providers throughout the state, 
organized by county.   

Finally, think about the qualities you need in your child’s direct 
caregiver.  Do you need someone to be a companion, or 
someone who has a lot of flexibility to work on a short notice?  
Are you looking for someone with experience with complex 
medical needs?   

Be as realistic as possible about the responsibilities as this will 
save you time when you are interviewing potential caregivers 
for your child with special needs.   

Lastly, look at your family’s schedules to decide when having a 
caregiver works best for your family, but also be ready to work 
with the caregiver as they may not be able to exactly match 
your first choice schedule.   

 

Best to you,      

Ardy  

Children with Special Needs 

Program Staff 

Vickie Smith (Coordinator) 262-548-7241 

Erin Zellmer 262-548-7381 

Mardy Juhl (Supervisor) 262-970-6672 

Dan Borchardt 262-896-8532  

Kim Hawke 262-970-0665 

Sara Rydzik 262-548-7997  

Ted Wuerslin 262-548-7269 

Chelsee Dinamarca (LSS Supervisor )262-896-6881 

Allison Anschutz 262-970-6685  

Stephanie Binder 262-970-6610 

Emily Partlow 262-548-7772  

Emilie Roper  262-548-7891 

Jessica Wegner 262-548-7353  

Melissa Weir 262-548-7341  

Julie Kunath (LSS Supervisor) 262-970-4794  

Maddy Attewell 262-896-6829  

JoAnne Ayers 262-548-7442 

Paige Blanchette 262-970-6629  

Jennifer Fyksen 262-970-6647 

Kaitlyn Lehrke 262-548-7338 

Aubrey Winkie 262-970-4718 

Lauren Polahar (LSS Supervisor)  262-548-7298  

Amanda Hutchison 262-548-7716  

Courtney LaBuy 262-722-0188 

Cailey Moran 262-722-0190 

Mary Pitcher 262-548-7719 

Amelia Kennedy 262-548-7232 

Megan Buhl 262-970-6612 

Alissa Hetzel (LSS Supervisor) 262-896-6829  

Jenna Chaplock 262-548-7930 

Cheresse Hughes 262-896-3376 

https://rcaw.gnosishosting.net/Portal/Registry

