
 Still burning 
leaves? Or are you 
raking, piling, bag-
ging and dragging 
them to the curb or 
drop-off ? Th is fall, 
learn about time-sav-
ing alternatives such as mulching leaves 
directly into the lawn and quick leaf 
composting. Waukesha County recycling 
staff  and Jerry Medinger, DNR Air Qual-
ity Offi  ce will give a joint presentation 
about easy yard management techniques 
and the problems with leaf burning and 
air quality in Waukesha County.

Fall 2008 www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling Phone: 262-896-8300
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 Th e Wisconsin Be SMART Coalition 
launched its statewide campaign to help 
residents “recycle more” with help from 
City of Waukesha Mayor Larry Nelson, 
Boy Scout Troop #4 and Pack #163 and 
Karen Fiedler, Coalition Chairperson on 
Saturday, August 9 at  the City of Wauke-
sha recycling drop off  site. 

Waukesha County has been a lead co-
alition partner in developing a campaign 
to increase recycling in Waukesha and 
Wisconsin.  Th e new website www.re-
cyclemorewisconsin.org provides a one-
stop information resource for residents 
on what can be recycled in their commu-
nity, how to set out materials, and what 
happens to recyclables aft er collection. 

Based on survey research conducted 
by the coalition, many residents who 
consider themselves “regular” recyclers 
want more 
i n f o r m a -
tion about 
what to 
recycle and 

Recycle More Campaign kicks off in Waukesha

Waukesha Mayor Larry Nelson with Scouts from Pack 163 and Troop 4 helped dis-
tribute over 100 free recycling bins and magnets announcing Recycle More Wiscon-

sin’s website www.recyclemorewisconsin.org

Waukesha Mayor and Boy Scouts educate residents on ways to increase recycling

Turn Over A New Leaf Workshops
 To attend one of these free workshops, 
please email recycling@waukeshacounty.
gov with your name, phone number, date 
and location or call 262-896-8302 to reg-
ister:

• Wednesday, October 1 at 7:00 p.m.
 Elm Grove Library, 13600 W Juneau 

Blvd  
• Th ursday, October 9 at 6:30 p.m.
 Pewaukee Library, 210 Main Street
• Saturday, October 11 at 10:00 a.m.
 Retzer Nature Center, S14 W28167
 Madison Street

Keep our kids safe and our waters 
clean - never fl ush or pour medicine

down the drain. 

 A free mail-back program to properly 
dispose of old, unused medicine that was 
launched in mid-May continues through 
October 2008.  Th e pioneering initiative 
- a joint eff ort between the University of 
Wisconsin Extension (UWEX), Wauke-
sha and Winnebago counties, and area 
pharmacies - provides safe drug disposal 
to residents while bringing national at-
tention to drug safety issues aff ecting the 
public and the environment. 
 Consumers in Waukesha County with 
old medicines should call the special toll 
free number 1-800-958-5859. A compa-
ny, licensed as a reverse pharmaceutical 
distributor, will answer the call and send 

“Get The Meds Out” Through October - Act Now!
out a pre-paid 
label for the 
old or unused 
medications, 
excluding con-
trolled sub-
stances.  Th e 
call center averages 20-30 calls per day 
and has received thousands of pills for 
shipment to licensed incinerators for en-
vironmentally safe destruction.
 Th e program is funded by grants from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources, Wisconsin Department of Trade 
and Consumer Protection, and Illinois-
Indiana Sea Grant Program. For more 
information, visit www.waukeshacounty.
gov/recycling and click on Medical under 
Quick Links.

Recycling Saves Money
When residents throw 
recyclables in the 
trash, it costs their 
community over $100 
per ton in lost value 
and landfi ll charges.  

Markets for recyclables are exceptionally 
strong right now - practically the only 
bright spot in our economy. Businesses 
that make new products are paying pre-
mium prices for old newspapers and 
magazines ($124/ton),  cardboard ($115/
ton), steel cans ($373/ton), aluminum 
cans ($1667/ton), PET #1 plastic bottles 
($380/ton), and HDPE #2 plastic bottles 
($500-759/ton).

Here is how revenue is calculated for 
Waukesha County communities:

• Every ton of recyclables delivered 
to the County Materials Recycling 
Facility

     = $6.50/ton
• Every ton of recyclables shipped to 

market (County share)
      = $71/ton
Plus, the avoided disposal cost
• Cost to community to landfi ll trash 

per ton
  = $35/ton
• Total lost revenue if people put 

recyclables in the trash
  = $112.50

For information on the RECYCLE 
MORE Challenge urging you and your 
neighbors to recycle more items more 
oft en, visit www.waukeshacounty.gov/
recycling 

the positive economic and environmental 
impacts of recycling.  Some of the addi-
tional items residents may not know they 

can recycle include phone books, junk 
mail, magazines and catalogs, and plastic 
shampoo and personal care bottles.

When Residents Win,
Communities Win!
Th e County’s recycling rewards 
program recognizes residents who 
“Recycle the Right Way” and awards 
them $100. By putting only accepted 
items in their recycling bins, resi-
dents help increase the effi  ciency of 
the sorters at the recycling facility 
and decrease the cost of the pro-
gram. Th at means bigger monetary 
dividends for the communities.

Fall 2007 Winners:
• Susan Panas-Nader, City of 

Brookfi eld
• Vernon Formo, City of Waukesha
• William Heil, Village of Big Bend
• James & Donna Blonien, Village 

of Eagle

Spring 2008 Winners:
• Jill Bell, Village of Hartland
• Gregory Hietpas, Town of 

Delafi eld
• Michael & Tamara McNulty,

Town of Summit
• Dean & Cathy Koenig,

City of New Berlin
• John Sproule, Village of Ocono-

mowoc Lake (pictured here)
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 Rain barrels are 
an old-fashioned 
idea making a come-
back in the yard. 
Watering lawns and
gardens can make up 
nearly 40% of total 
household water use during the summer.  
A rain barrel collects rainwater and stores 
it for when you need to water plants, wash 
your car or add to a swimming pool.  It 
provides about 1300 gallons of “soft ” wa-
ter that contains no chlorine, lime or cal-
cium at no cost to you! 
 Waukesha County has rain barrels 
available at Retzer Nature Center. Find 
out more about these barrels at www.

 Residents who regularly recycle at 
home are oft en dismayed to go to a local 
park or athletic event and fi nd no place 
to recycle water or sports drink bot-
tles—oft en in the very same community 
overseeing their curbside recycling pro-
gram! Not only is it state law and county 
ordinance that recycling is required ev-
erywhere, most people want to recycle 
wherever they go and feel a community’s 
message should be consistent. Th e coun-
ty is making a special eff ort to assist these 
public venues in setting up effi  cient recy-
cling programs. 
 A meeting was held in spring for park, 
recreation and other municipal staff  to 
understand the impact of public place 
recycling, program planning consider-
ations, challenges, tips, and available re-
sources. Attendees heard about new op-
tions for collecting & hauling, a county 
bin loan program for special events and 
a new matching grant program for recy-
cling bin purchases. Positive impacts of 
well-planned recycling programs include 
community pride, less litter, less trash 

Recycling on the Go:
Community Parks & Athletic Events in the Spotlight

disposal costs, and the chance to gener-
ate income from the recyclables. 
 Th e beverage industry reports that 
Americans use about 3 ¼ million water 
bottles every hour, and purchase over 
101 billion aluminum cans every year. 
Nationally, only about 23% of plastic 
bottles and about 55% of aluminum cans 
get recycled, despite strong demand for 
recycled PET feedstock and aluminum’s 
high value.  Wisconsinites throw away 
over $20 million worth of bottles and 
cans yearly, according to the Wisconsin 
DNR.  Capturing these materials can 
have a huge impact on keeping valuable 
resources in the economy and out of 
Wisconsin landfi lls.
    Th e county has many resources avail-
able to help communities, schools and 
athletic organizations provide recycling 
and help those responsible to comply 
with the law. If you are part of an orga-
nization interested in recycling at your 
events or want to see recycling available 
at specifi c venues, contact the county re-
cycling offi  ce: 262-896-8300.

Th e Village of Merton won 5 of these 
public place recycling bins for use at 

their new ball park concession stand - 
another way to increase recycling!

FREE Recycling Bins
Get ‘em here, get ‘em there…

To increase residents’ recycling, the 
county recycling offi  ce and communities 
off er FREE recycling bins for distribution 
during community events such as street 
fairs, pancake breakfasts, open houses at 
schools, craft  fairs, etc. 
 YOU can help by notifying us when 
an event is scheduled and the name and 
contact information of the main sponsor. 
Just email the information to recycling@
waukeshacounty.gov or call 896-8300.

Your 2008
RECYCLE MORE

Challenge
 Th e Village of Merton won Waukesha 
County’s fi rst RECYCLE MORE Chal-
lenge, with a 37% increase in recycling 
tonnage. In 2007, village residents recy-
cled 258 tons, which was 69 tons or 37% 
more than in 2006.  Th ey received a set of 
recycling containers for outdoor events 
as their prize along with an increase in 
their recycling rebate.
 How is your community doing so far 
this year?  To fi nd out, click on “Recycle 
More” at
www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling. 

New Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection Site Open

 C o u n t y 
residents now 
have a new 
location to 
bring house-
hold hazard-
ous waste such 
as pesticides and herbicides, oil-based 
paints and stains, mercury-containing 
products, wood preservatives, and other 
old chemicals for proper disposal.
 Th e new location in Franklin is at 
Veolia Environmental Services at 10518 
South 124th Street (2 blocks north of 
the Metro Landfi ll entrance). Hours are 
Tuesday and Th ursday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. (except 
holidays).
 Th ree additional permanent sites are 
located in Menomonee Falls, Muskego, 
and Waukesha. Special one-day collec-
tion events are held in various commu-
nities in spring and fall. For a disposal 
guide and hours, visit the website at 
www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling.

Waukesha City resident, David Chermak, gets a new blue bin at drop-off  site.
Save Resources
& Energy

• Aluminum is made from baux-
ite. Th is ore is found in sub-tropi-
cal areas like Brazil and  Australia 
and mining greatly aff ects the local 
environment, which is usually the 
rainforest.

• Making aluminum uses lots of elec-
tricity.  Recycling 1 aluminum can 
saves enough energy to light up a 
100-watt light bulb for four hours!

• Recycling 1 ton of paper saves 17 
trees, 7,000 gallons of water, 380 
gallons of  oil, 3 cubic yards of land-
fi ll space, and enough energy to 
heat 2,250 households for one year.

Tip!
BYO Bag

Last year the world used
close to a trillion
disposable plastic bags.
Many countries and
communities have started
banning or heavily taxing
these bags. Get a reusable
bag for groceries and
shopping or reuse paper or
plastic ones.

Tip!
Waste-Free Lunch

The average school-age
child, using disposable
items in their lunch,
generates 67 pounds of
garbage per year. Use re-
usable containers and a
cloth napkin to cut down
on trash.
www.wastefreelunch.org

waukeshacounty.gov/cleanwater and click 
on rain barrels in the quick links.  Rain 
barrels help to reduce runoff  pollution, 
conserve groundwater and energy, and 
save you money.  Get your rain barrel and 
help save our water—one barrel at a time!

Save Water—and Money—with Rain Barrels!

Save Taxes RECYCLE MORE               www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling

Tip!
Check out FreeCycle

Think a completely free
version of Craigslist. Most
local communities are
represented on this site.

www.freecycle.org/waukesha
county



MRF
Open House
Family-friendly fun for all ages

10:00 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, November 15, 2008

Saturday, April 18, 2009

For details, call 896-8300 or visit
www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling

Q.  How do I dispose of appliances, TV’s and other large items?
A.   Always check at time of purchase if the company delivering your new appliance 
or TV will take away the old. Some retailers will remove an appliance for free with 
purchase of another.  If not, check with your hauler (or call your municipality if 
hauler is unknown) as they may accept appliances for a fee.  Otherwise, visit
www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling and click on the ‘Product Disposal’ menu for a 
list of private businesses that will accept appliances for a fee.

Q. I’ve been hearing a lot about mercury in compact fluorescent light 
bulbs. Isn’t that a bigger problem than the energy savings from its 
use?
A. No, especially if the bulb is properly recycled at the end of its useful life.  CFLs 

Kids: Join
Recycle Raccoon’s
GREEN TEAM

 
 Why is recycling so important?  
What is the recycled stuff  made into, 
anyway?  What are the types of ca-
reers that deal with environmental 
issues? 
 Recycle Raccoon has a fun, new 
program with activities for students 
in kindergarten through high school 
to help you learn the answers.  By 
completing activities of the par-
ticipant’s choice and sharing what 
they learn with others, members 
of Recycle Raccoon’s Green Team 
will receive a certifi cate of comple-
tion as well as a cool patch for their 
backpack or uniform to let everyone 
know that they are a whiz on waste.  
For more information, check out the 
kids section on our website www.
waukeshacounty.gov/recycling

Recycling Questions & Answers
Reminder:  Th e County does not own a landfi ll nor does it have any place to accept yard waste, trash, garbage or construction/remodeling debris. 

Check with your hauler for collection of these items. 

TRANSITION TO DIGITAL TV 
For information about the switch from analog to digital broadcast television 
scheduled for February 17, 2009, including which type of TV’s will be aff ected 
and how to get a converter box, visit www.dtv.gov

 People have lots of questions about re-
cycling and waste reduction. In response, 
Waukesha County has created presenta-
tions on a wide variety of environmental 
topics.  While our recycling and waste 
reduction programming continues to be 
popular for both youth and adult groups, 
we have expanded our topic list to include 
several ‘green’ themed presentations.  
 Check out the presentations page of 
our website at www.waukeshacounty.gov/
recycling for more information.  We cus-
tomize our free presentations for school 
staff , school classes, scout troops, 4-H 

New Green Presentations Offered!
groups, senior groups, church & com-
munity organizations and businesses.  We 
also have new AP Environmental Studies 
programming for the 2008-2009 school 
year.  Please contact our offi  ce if you are 
interested.

Get Re-Connected @
www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling 

 Our new, easier to navigate website off ers 
answers to many of your waste related 
questions, such as: how to get a new blue 
bin, what goes in your blue bin, what hap-
pens to your recyclables at our Materials 
Recycling Facility (MRF), how to dispose 
of household items that are hazardous to 
the environment, and much more!  Also, 
on our homepage you can sign-up to re-

ceive quarterly e-mail 
updates from our 
offi  ce about special 
events like presenta-
tions on yard care and 
composting or open 

houses at 
the MRF.

Visit the MRF and See Recycling in Action
 Over 1400 Waukesha County resi-
dents have one thing in common – they 
have already visited the Materials Recy-
cling Facility (MRF) this year!  From our 
youngest preschool visitors who took 
part in “Where in Waukesha is Library 
Story Time?” to a wide variety of school, 
scout, and community groups, everyone 
has learned something interesting.  To 
schedule a visit to our facility for your 
group, call us at 896-8300. 
     A typical visit to the MRF shows visi-

Workers sort paper by type at the MRF.
Bundling or bagging your paper

is important.

The nearly 23,000 tons recycled 
at the County Materials 

Recycling Facility annually:

Recycling DOES 
make a difference!

•  Saves 174,396 
trees

•  Reduces green-
house gases equal 
to keeping about 
11,000 cars off 
the road for one year 

•  Reduces water pollution by
100 tons over manufacturing
with virgin materials

•  Saves enough energy to serve 
2,500 households for one year

To see a fun recycling calculator that 
shows the impact of recycling, visit 
the National Recycling Coalition 
website www.nrc-recycle.org.

prevent mercury from entering the air, particularly in Wisconsin, which mostly 
burns coal for energy.  A power plant emits 10 mg of mercury to run an incandes-
cent bulb compared to 2.4 mg to run a CFL for the same amount of time.  Each bulb 
contains a tiny amount of mercury—about 5 mg—enough to cover the tip of a ball-
point pen. Check with your local hardware store (many ACE hardware stores and all 
Home Depot stores will take spent CFLs for recycling), or visit one of the Household 
Hazardous Waste sites around the county. For a listing of locations visit 
www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling and click on hazardous waste.

Q. We recently heard about people taking aluminum cans, and even 
paper, out of recycling bins before the recycling truck comes by. Is 
that legal?
A. No, it is not legal to take any type of material from a recycling bin. Once the 
homeowner has set the bin at the curb, the materials become the property of the 
recycling program. People who take cans, paper or anything out of those bins are 
stealing and are subject to fines. If you see this happening, get a license plate num-
ber and call your local police. There are local ordinances against such acts. Revenue 
from the sale of recyclables provides services and keeps your taxes lower.

tors how recyclables are sorted and baled 
for shipping to manufacturers.  Th ey also 
see samples of products made from our 
recyclables.  In addition, residents learn 
fun and interesting ways to easily incor-
porate the 3 R’s (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) 
into their daily lives.

Save Taxes RECYCLE MORE               www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling

REMINDER:

No plastic bags
in your blue bin
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 In January, staff  teams from several 
departments outlined the County’s Sus-
tainability Plan.  In doing so, they dis-
covered that the County was already 
handling many projects in a sustainable, 
economic and environmentally friendly 
manner.  Some examples of what has al-
ready been done:

•  Saved the County $50,000 in proj-
ect costs when repaving the airport’s 
north-south runway by milling the 
existing pavement and mixing it with 
recycled fl y ash from coal plants creat-
ing a new, stronger base material

• Reused and recycled the majority of 
property construction and demolition 

County Sustainability Plan – Getting Greener
debris

•  Coordinated with the City of Wauke-
sha Water Utility on water conserva-
tion education

•  Set new mining industry standards by 
reclaiming a gravel pit with yard waste 
from 13 collaborating municipalities 

• Installed Light Emitting Diodes or 
LED’s in traffi  c signals along the 
County Trunk Highway system, which 
has resulted in an ongoing savings of 
$60,000 a year

•  Replaced existing metal halide lighting 
with linear fl uorescent lighting at the 
County’s two ice arenas to conserve 
energy and reduce operating costs by 
$10,000, with a project payback in less 

than four years
•  Utilized a new salt pre-wetting process 

on roads last winter that allowed for 
more eff ective product application and 
less salt usage

• Parks & Land Use Department initi-
ated a paper reduction challenge last 

 Residents and businesses have a new 
retail outlet in Waukesha where quality 
used and surplus building materials are 
sold at a fraction of normal prices. Th is 
spring Habitat for Humanity of Wauke-
sha County opened the Habitat Home-
Store located at 222 West St. Paul Avenue 
in Waukesha. 
 Businesses, contractors, and the pub-
lic donate quality building items they no 
longer need in new or in good condition. 
Building reuse stores are a great tool for 
contractors and remodelers to save dis-
posal costs while benefi ting the commu-
nity at the same time.
  According to Michael Zirbel, direc-
tor of the Habitat HomeStore, “Everyone 
likes a bargain! For your next home im-
provement project, visit the HomeStore. 
Th e cost savings are signifi cant and al-

Building Reuse Store Links Waste
Reduction With Community Development

low you to do more within your budget. 
We also have some unique fi xtures that 
may match your home décor better than 
new ones.” Revenue from sales is used 
by Habitat to support aff ordable home 

year that reduced paper use by 15% 
compared to the baseline year 2006. 
Staff  printed fewer emails, sent draft s 
for review electronically; selected pa-
per already printed on one side for 
draft s and internal memos, and uti-
lized an electronic fi le system.

 Future plans for the County include 
upgrading lighting and plumbing fi x-
tures to save utility costs, replacing man-
ual lighting switches with occupancy 
sensors, and switching to more effi  cient 
boilers in the 50-year-old Courthouse.  
Other departments are forming teams to 
take the paper reduction challenge, look-
ing at more ways to reduce energy and 
water use, and studying transportation 
options to reduce employees’ consump-
tion of oil and gasoline.

Rain Garden
Grant Opportunity

Fast Facts

It’s in the Numbers!

In 2007 the county:

■ Provided service to more than 4,700 
households at hazardous waste col-
lections sites and collected over 
198,000 pounds of waste for proper 
disposal.

■ Processed 22,821 tons of recyclables 
at the county recycling facility- that’s 
1,000 semi  trailer loads

■ Received revenues of over $1.3 mil-
lion from the sale of recyclables and 

returned $725,000 to participating 
communities. 

■ Collected 137 tons of computers 
for recycling from residents at three 
sites.

■ Processed over 6,400 tons of leaves, 
brush and yard debris from munici-
pal residential collection into com-
post.

Th anks for your participation.

• 3,250,000 plastic water bottles are 
used in America every single hour! 

• Americans spend more on garbage 
bags than 90 other countries spend 
on everything

• It takes more water to make a plas-
tic bottle than the amount of water 
it holds.

• 1,500,000 barrels of oil were used 
last    year to make plastic bottles.

Municipalities participating in the County Recycling Program are: Cities of 
Brookfield, Delafield, New Berlin, Oconomowoc, Pewaukee, Waukesha; Towns of 
Brookfield, Delafield, Lisbon, Merton, Oconomowoc, Summit, Waukesha; Villages 
of Big Bend, Chenequa, Dousman, Eagle, Elm Grove, Hartland, Lac La Belle, 
Merton, Nashotah, Oconomowoc Lake, Pewaukee, and Wales.

building and remodeling projects in the 
community. 
 Donations of tools, counters, cabi-
nets, light fi xtures, plumbing fi xtures, 
fl ooring, lumber, and furniture in good 
condition are welcome. Visit www.home-
storewaukesha.com or call 262-521-5711 
if you are unsure about whether your do-
nation can be accepted. 

 Visit the Habitat HomeStore soon and 
help keep useful items out of the landfi ll, 
improve housing in our community, and 
conserve 
resourc-
es for fu-
ture gen-
erations.

 Rain gardens are a great way to re-
duce runoff  pollution and increase infi l-
tration of water into the soil.   What is a 
rain garden?  It is a sunken garden that 
receives runoff  from your roof or yard.  
Th e garden captures rainwater and with 
the aid of native plants, absorbs the wa-
ter into the ground. 
 Th rough the Graham-Martin Foun-

dation, Waukesha County is able to off er 
homeowners, schools, and non-profi t 
organizations the opportunity to receive 
rain garden plants at ½ the retail cost.  
Th ese native prairie plants are grown by 
Agrecol and normally sell for $3.60 for a 

3” potted plant.  With this grant, hom-
eowners may purchase plants for $1.80 
per plant—1/2 the normal price. 
 For more information on how to 
plan and install a rain garden visit www.
waukeshacounty.gov/cleanwater and 
click on the rain gardens under Quick 
Links to fi nd plant lists and order forms. 
To qualify for the grant, simply plan on 
installing a rain garden and place your 
rain garden plant order with Waukesha 
County by January 31, 2009.   
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