Arts & Crafts
Corner

Source: www.crafts.kaboose.com

Rainbow Mobiles

What you'll need:
® 1 paper plate

®  Paper streamers or wide ribbon in
rainbow colors (red, orange, yellow,
green, blue and purple) OR Craft
paint in rainbow colors (red, orange,
yellow, green, blue and purple)

Scissors
White craft glue

Piece of ribbon for hanging

Shamrock garland OR cut your own shamrocks from green construction
paper

How to make it:

1. Cut the paper plate in half.

2. Cut a 40-inch length of streamer in each color.

3. Cut each length up the middle to create two long strips of each color.

4. Reserve one set of rainbow color strips for another project or for a second

Rainbow Mobile.

Use one strip of each color. Glue the red streamer strip around the top

curve of the paper plate. Make sure to center the streamer so you have

equal lengths hanging off each side.

6. Repeat with each color, moving your way down from red to orange, then
yellow, green, blue and lastly purple.

7. Add one more thin purple strip to the back of the plate to fill the gap in the
center.

8. Tie a piece of ribbon into a knot, then glue to the back of the plate to use
as a hanger.

o

Tips:
®  Foam plates work well for this project. They have smooth edges and paint
sticks right to them.

®  Make a 3-D rainbow by painting two paper plate halves. Glue them to-
gether and hang your shamrocks from the bottom.

®  Have something fun for the kids to do during drying time so they don't
jump the gun and grab their projects too soon.

Leprechaun Trap/Leprechaun Lure

What you'll need:
Shoe box (do not need lid)

Aluminum foil

Glue

Tape, optional

Green felt, craft foam, or paper
Shamrock stickers, optional

Scissors

Stick about twice the depth of the box.
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Shamrock Shake — Vanilla Ice Cream , Milk and Mint Extract —
Mix in a blender and enjoy.

Alternate recipe: 2 cups of milk; 2 cups of lime sherbet and 2 ripe
bananas.

Shamrock Scones and Green Milk - Mix 2 cups self rising flour,
2 cup milk, 3 tablespoon of butter and dash of salt. Knead and roll
out. Cut out with shamrock shape cookie cutters.
Bake at 425 for 12-15 minutes. Top with jam and
enjoy with green milk (just add green food coloring)

Leprechauns Pot of Gold — Take clear Dixie Cup
and cover with foil. Punch two holes near top of cup
and add a pipe cleaner handle. Add Trix or Lucky
Charms cereal.

Leprechaun Pie — Mix up two boxes of Pistachio pud-
ding or Vanilla Pudding tinted green with food coloring;
fill pre made pie crust; top with cool whip; and refriger-
ate for about 30 minutes.

Happy t. Patncks Day

How to make it:

®  Cover a shoe box with aluminum foil using glue or tape to hold it in place.
®  Cut shamrocks out of felt, foam, paper, or use stickers to decorate.

®  Glue the shamrocks, if not using stickers, to the box.
°

The night before St. Patty's Day, put a stick under the box and leave it out
by your front door.

If a leprechaun stops by, he'll leave a surprise for you! (I like to leave
some green candies or a few shiny pennies for the kids)
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LENDING LIBRARY - FREE

Attention Certified Family Child Care Providers...Are you aware that
there is a lending library for you to use that has books, toys and equipment
that you can borrow to use in your child care pro-
grams? Cost to you is FREE. Currently the library
has car seats, double strollers, port a cribs and
port a crib sheets, safety gates, baby monitors,
children’s books and baby activity gyms. We are
in the process of expanding this library by pur-
chasing more items. To sign equipment in and
out, contact Karen Narlow at 970-4795 or knar-
low@waukeshacounty.gov and arrange for a time
to come in OR contact Karen and she can deliver
an item to you.

HOT TOPICS:

What is SEFEL?

Source: Brochure: Pyramid Model for Social Emotional Competence in
Young Children

SEFEL stands for Social Emotional Foundations of Early Learning and is a
three year training and technical assistance grant Wisconsin receive in
March 2009 from the Center on the Social Emotional Foundations of Early
Learning. “Social and emotional competence involves a child’s ability to
regulate and express emotions and form close and secure relationships. It
involves skills such as self confidence, curiosity, motivation, persistence
and self control.” A Pyramid Model provides the framework for a tiered
prevention and intervention approach for helping to prevent and address
challenging behavior through evidence base practice for children ages birth
to 5 years. The foundation of the pyramid is an effective workforce that has
the systems and policies necessary to adopt and sustain these evidence
based practices. The number of children needing intervention decreases
as you go up the pyramid. Completing a training on SEFEL will result in
optional points given in the Health and Wellness category of YoungStar.
Watch for information on future SEFEL trainings in our Trainings and Pro-
fessional Development section of the newsletter. Currently we have four
providers completing this training: Jenny Bleimehl; Julie Emery; Chris
Murray; and Danielle Otterbacher.

BUSINESS BEAT CORNER:

How Do | Set/Raise My Fees?

What do | charge for my child care services? There is no regulation or law
that sets limits on or tells child care providers what they can charge par-
ents for child care services. The market in which you are located may
influence or dictate the prices that you charge for the services you offer in
your programs. You do not want to set your prices too low so you are
unable to sustain your child care business and you do not want to price
yourself out of the market.

The majority of the income generated for your program will be from the
fees paid by the private pay and subsidy families who enroll their children
in your program. When looking to set your fees you may want to look at
your business expenses. You want your income to be equal to or greater
than your expenses.

There are a couple of resources you may want to use in making your deci-

sion on what to charge parents:

1. 4C for Children — 414-562-2650- has a rate survey that gives the
maximum, minimum and average rates by age for specific areas.

2. On the www.dcf.wi.gov website you can access the maximum rates
that the Wisconsin Shares program will reimburse you as a provider.
(Please remember these are the maximum rates and not necessarily
what you will receive as a subsidy payment when you enroll a child as
reimbursement rates are based on the individual family’s situation)

Depending on the market you are in, there are other ways to generate
more income for your program by charging parents additional fees. How-
ever, if you do this, you want to make sure these fees are listed on your
contract so parents know up front what their financial obligation is to your

child care program. You can chose to charge a registration fee, many
group child care charge this type of fee. You may also want to consider
charging a supply fee or putting this cost into your overall fee if you pur-
chase or plan on purchasing diapers, wipes or formula etc for your pro-
gram. If you transport children, you may want to consider a transportation
fee to help with the cost of gas and car maintenance. You may also want
to consider charging more for infant care as the greater number of infants
enrolled lowers your program’s total number of children; thereby reducing
your amount of potential income. You may want to charge higher rates for
drop in care; flex or rotating scheduling; 2", 3" or swing shift care. You
can also increase your income by joining a food program and getting reim-
bursed for the healthy meals that you serve to the children enrolled in your
program.

Also, remember when setting your fees that your parents or Wisconsin
Shares do not take taxes out of your income so you need to plan to escrow
for taxes or plan to send in quarterly tax payments. Don’t forget to include
giving yourself raises in order keep up with your increasing costs as well as
rewarding yourself for the quality of care you are providing to the children
enrolled in your program.

What ever you decide to charge parents for your child care services, make
sure it is all spelled out on the contract that the parents sign. Your contract
is basically your financial agreement with parents.

NEW STANDARDS FOR CRIBS

The Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) approved new stan-
dards for cribs. These new standards will affect all regulated providers
(certified and licensed) who currently have drop-side cribs within their
childcare programs. These standards will require that all regulated provid-
ers no longer have/use drop-side cribs in their childcare programs. Listed
below is a press release from The Consumer Products Safety Commission
(http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtmi11/11074.html).

Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Approves Strong New
Crib Safety Standards To Ensure a Safe Sleep for Babies and Tod-
dlers

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) voted unanimously to approve new mandatory standards for full-
size and non-full-size baby cribs as mandated by the Consumer Product
Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (CPSIA). The federal crib standards had
not been updated in nearly 30 years and these new rules are expected to
usher in a safer generation of cribs.

Once they become effective, the mandatory crib standards will: (1) stop the
manufacture and sale of dangerous, traditional drop-side cribs; (2) make
mattress supports stronger; (3) make crib hardware more durable; and (4)
make safety testing more rigorous.

CPSC has recalled more than 11 million dangerous cribs since 2007. De-
taching drop-side rails were associated with at least 32 infant suffo-
cation and strangulation deaths since 2000. Additional deaths have
occurred due to faulty or defective hardware. These new standards aim to
prevent these tragedies and keep children safe in their cribs.

Effective June 2011, cribs manufactured, sold, or leased in the United
States MUST comply with the new federal standards. Effective 24
months after the rule is published, childcare facilities, such as family child
care homes and infant Head Start centers, and places of public accommo-
dation, such as hotels and motels, must have compliant cribs in their facili-
ties.

The full-size and non-full-size crib standards adopted the current ASTM
International voluntary standards with additional technical modifications.
For more information on crib safety and safe sleep environments for baby,
visit CPSC'’s crib information center at: www.cpsc.gov/info/cribs/index.html

Links to the Federal Register Notices (all pdf):
Safety Standards for Full-Size Baby Cribs and Non-Full-Size Baby Cribs;
Final Rule

Revocation of Requirements for Full-Size Baby
Cribs and Non-Full-Size Baby Cribs

Third Party Testing for Certain Children's Prod-
ucts: Full-Size Baby Cribs and Non-Full-Size Baby
Cribs: Requirements for Accreditation of Third
Party Conformity Assessment Bodies

-WWW.CpscC.gov
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Professional Development, Networking &
Training Corner:

Waukesha County Health and Human Services- -“-a'\‘\'\“g
Child Care Trainings:

& Provider Gathering — Monday, March 7 — 6:30
to 8 p.m. — HHS Board Room
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Topic: Make-n-Take Spring Art Projects axxe v ~AaN

Waukesha County Family Day Care Association
& Tuesday, March 15" - 7-9 p.m. — Waukesha County Admin Ctr- 1320
Pewaukee Road, Waukesha, WI

Topic: Positive Communication — Jennifer Horth, ArCH

4C for Children — 320 W. Vine St. — Milwaukee — Call to register: 414-562-
2650 or register on-line at www.4c-milwaukee.org.:

& CPR- — Cost:$60.00- 3/18 at 10 a.m. or 3/23 at 6:30 p.m.

&% Shaken Baby Syndrome: — Cost:$17.00- 3/3 at 6:30 p.m. or 3/21 at 9:30
a.m.

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome: -Cost: $17.00- 3/28 at 6:30 p.m.

Child Abuse and Neglect: — Cost:$17.00- 3/21 at 5:30 p.m.

Organize Staff and Children’s Records: .- Cost: $5.00- 3/28 at 6:30 p.m..
Communicating Policies to Parents: — Cost:$5.00- 3/9 at 6:30 p.m.

OB I

Waukesha County Technical College -800 Main Street — Waukesha — Call
to register: 262-691-5259

& Nurturing the Teacher — 3/5 at 9:30 a.m.

Wisconsin Early Childhood Association - see website at
Wwww.wecanaeyc.org

Parents Place - 1570 E. Moreland Blvd. - Call: 262-549-5987 to Register and
Prices

& Love and Logic — Tuesdays — March 1-29 from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

& Born Learning — March 3 and 17 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

DCF/MECA - Special Needs Child Care Program — call 414-289-6558 for

registration info. Cost:$10.00 per class ; Location:Coggs Center-1220 W. Vliet
Street, Milwaukee — Room 104

&% Understanding Down Syndrome — Wednesday, March 16" — 5:45 to 7:45
p.m.

& What is Reactive Attachment Disorder? — Saturday, March 19" — 9:30 to
11:30 a.m.

Wisconsin Family Child Care Association Conference

&  April 28-30, 2011
Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells
For Registration information: Teri Dietzler — 715-447-8138
RainbowChildcare@szat.com
Or see website: www.wisconsinfamilychildcare.org

SAVE THE DATE:

& Waukesha County Child Care Work Group Spring Event — Saturday,
April 9th from 9 a.m. to Noon - Theme - PAMPER THE PROVIDER
Explore and experience ways to take care of yourself.

FYI Upcoming Dates:

& Week of the Young Child — April 10th to the 16th, 2011

& National Provider Appreciation Day — Friday, May 6, 2011

~ due before June 1,

CERTIFIER CORNER:

YoungStar Update

This is just a friendly
reminder that Young-
Star Applications are yOU ngSt r

2011. All completed

applications should be

submitted to your local

Regional YoungStar

Office, see the contact address listed below. Providers that do not submit
applications before June 1, 2011 will not receive Wisconsin Shares Subsidy
payments starting July 1, 2011. YoungStar Applications are posted online at
dcf.wisconsin.gov. Please contact 888-713-KIDS (5437) with any additional
questions or concerns.

What Child Care Programs Are Eligible for YoungStar?

Childcare providers who currently care for children birth through age five
years are eligible to participate in the YoungStar Program this year. Programs
that currently receive Wisconsin Shares Subsidy MUST participate in Young-
Star in order to continue to receive Wisconsin Shares after July 1, 2011. All
providers that meet the regulatory compliance definition and complete both an
Application for YoungStar Participation (Family Providers or Group Providers)
and a Wisconsin Shares Contract, and submit these to their YoungStar Re-
gional Office by June 1, 2011 will continue to be eligible to receive Wisconsin
Shares after July 1, 2011.

Applications for YoungStar Participation forms and Wisconsin Shares Con-
tracts received after June 1, 2011 will be processed in the order received.
Providers that submit application and contract materials after June 1, 2011
may lose eligibility for Wisconsin Shares until a YoungStar rating is awarded.
In order to ensure payments are not interrupted (or ended) should submit both
the Application for Participation and the Wisconsin Shares Contract to your
YoungStar Regional Office before June 1, 2011. Providers must complete a
Wisconsin Shares Participation Contract and an Application for YoungStar
Participation for each individual childcare site, even if they are owned or oper-
ated by the same person or organization.

Southern YoungStar Regional Office: Waukesha County
4C-For Children
1805 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Drive, Milwaukee, W1 53212 (414) 562-2650

IS MENTORING FOR YOU?

Certified Providers, we need your help. We are currently launching a recruit-
ment and public awareness campaign regarding the important of quality child
care. Our staff is looking for child care providers who are willing to share their
knowledge.

We would like to keep a list of provider's phone numbers that we could share

when we have a potential provider who is interested in opening his or her own
child care business and has questions. It is our hope that you will share your

experience of running a certified child care business.

With the approach of YoungStar, we are also looking at the possibility of a
Mentor/Protégé’ Program that would match our newer providers with our ex-
perienced providers. We are wondering if there is any interest in this type of
program. If you are interested in becoming a mentor, please contact Karen at
262-970-4795 or knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov. Thank you!

Hello Day Care Providers...we are a-

ways in the process of updating our provider files so please alert
the Certification Team of any new additions, subtractions or
changes within your family business. For example, if you had a
baby please update us so we can add your precious baby to your
household page. If you had a child leave for college, let us know so
we can remove this child from your household page. If you got
married over the summer, we want to hear this exciting news. If
you got a new job outside the home and are no longer doing child
care, we need to know. We would also like updated information
on changed email addresses and/or new cell phone numbers.
Please be sure to let the Day Care Certification Team know of any
recent changes.
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RECALLS:

http://www.cpsc.gov

Sassy Inc. Recalls Refreshing Rings Infant Teethers/
Rattles Due to an Ingestion Hazard

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall
of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled
products immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is illegal to resell or
attempt to resell a recalled consumer product.

Name of Product: Refreshing Rings Infant Teethers/Rattles

Units: About 37,000

Importer: Sassy Inc., of Kentwood, Mich.

Hazard: Small pieces of the plastic ball can detach as a result of children
chewing on the teether/rattle, posing an ingestion hazard.
Incidents/Injuries: The firm has received one report of pieces of the black
plastic from the polka dot ball detaching while being chewed. No injuries
have been reported.

Description: This recall involves Refreshing Rings infant teethers/rattles
intended for babies ages three months and older. The product has a red,
water-filled ring on one end and a black and white polka dot ball on the other
end. The two ends of the rattles/teethers are connected by a black and
white, flexible plastic rod with three floating rings. Style number 80026 is
printed on the packaging

Sold at: Mass merchandise and baby specialty stores nationwide between
July 2009 and January 2011 for about $5.

Manufactured in: China

Remedy: Consumers should immediately

take the teethers/rattles from children and

contact Sassy Inc. for instructions on how to

return the product for a free replacement

toy.

Consumer Contact: For additional infor-

mation, contact Sassy Inc. at (800) 323-

6336 between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. ET,

Monday through Friday or visit the firm's

website at www.sassybaby.com

Kang Sheng Group Recalls Butterfly Push Toy Due to
Choking Hazard

Name of Product: Butterfly Push Toy

Units: About 1,440

Distributor: Kang Sheng Group, of Lexington, N.C.

Hazard: The plastic balls on the butterfly's wings can break, causing small
metal balls inside to come free. These metal balls pose choking and aspira-
tion hazards to young children.

Incidents/Injuries: None

Description: The recalled toy is plastic. It has a 21-inch long handle hooked
like a cane. At the end of the handle is a butterfly with two movable 1 1/2-
inch balls in each wing. The toy comes in various colors and makes noise
when it moves. The item number L185819 is on a sticker on the package.
Sold at: Flea markets in North Carolina and South Carolina from May 2010
through October 2010 for about $2.

Manufactured in: Hong Kong

Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled toys away from
young children and return them to the place of purchase or contact Kang
Sheng Group to receive a full refund or replacement.

Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact Kang Sheng Group
toll-free at (877) 485-7285 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET or e-mail the firm
at ks9761@yahoo.com

Strollers Recalled to Repair by phil&teds USA Due to
Amputation and Laceration Hazards

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission and
Health Canada, in cooperation with the firm named below, today announced
a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should
stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is
illegal to resell or attempt to resell a recalled consumer product.

Name of Product: Jogging Strollers

Units: About 22,000 in the United States and 7,200 in Canada

Importer: phil&teds USA Inc., of Fort Collins, CO

Hazard: When folding and unfolding the stroller, a consumer's finger can
become caught in the hinge mechanism, posing amputation and laceration
hazards.

Incidents/Injuries: phil&teds has received three reports of incidents result-
ing in injuries to the adult users including a finger tip amputation and two
reports of lacerations.

Description: This recall involves sport v2 and classic v1 model single-seat
jogging strollers. The three-wheel strollers have a metal frame, cloth seat
and a canopy. The sport v2 model stroller was sold in red, orange, green,
black, charcoal, navy and in graffiti print. Sport v2 serial numbers included in
the recall are 0308/0001 to 0510/0840. The classic v1 model strollers were
only sold in red. Serial numbers for the classic v1 are 0308/0001 to
0510/0906. The first four digits of the serial number is a month/year date
code and the last four digits are for the individual stroller. Serial numbers are
printed on the inside of the folding hinge. The phil&teds logo is located on
the crotch piece of the harness on both models.

Sold by: Specialty juvenile stores nationwide from May 2008 through July
2010 for between $350 and $450.

Manufactured in: China

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled strollers
and contact phil&teds USA to arrange for the shipping of a free hinge-cover
kit and repair instructions.

Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact phil&teds USA at
(877) 432-1642 between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. ET Monday through Friday or
visit the company's website at www.philandteds.com/support

Note: Health Canada's press release is available at http://cpsr-rspc.hc-
sc.gc.ca/PR-RP/recall-retrait-eng.jsp?re_id=1252

Beth Treder, Day Care Certifier, Social Worker
btreder@waukeshacounty.gov
262-548-7897

Kathy Mullooly, Supervisor
kmullooly@waukeshacounty.gov
262-896-6832

W-2 Child Care Specialist:
Jenny Homp, Child Care Specialist
jhomp@wctc.edu

262-695-7962

‘Thank You For Caring
&
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Very Special Thanks to
Maureen Erb for designing
and producing our newsletter.
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