Welcome Home 2011: Free Food and Brewers Game for Iraq and Afghanistan Vets and
Family (September 11, 2011)
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The Milwaukee VA is combining two greats -- America’s favorite pastime with America’s
heroes -- for the biggest Welcome Home event ever for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans.

Those veterans and their families -- whether enrolled in VA healthcare or not -- are invited to the
Welcome Home Tailgate Party 2011, which features food, family entertainment and tickets to
the Brewers game at Miller Park.

Food and game tickets are free for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, spouses and their
immediate family members.

The event takes place Sept. 11 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Lake Wheeler on the Milwaukee
VA campus. That’s followed by on-field recognition at Miller Park at 12:30 p.m. and a 1:10
p.m. game between the Brewers and Philadelphia Phillies, with special video scoreboard tributes
throughout the game.

To sign up, call 414-384-2000, ext. 46399.

“We just want to show our appreciation to the (Iraq and Afghanistan) population, and this gives
them a chance to participate in an event that is as close to a military atmosphere as one can get,”
said Delon Powell, a Welcome Home organizer. “There is a certain camaraderie and familiarity
around veterans, so we want them to come to a place where they are comfortable.

“You don’t have to be enrolled in the VA to come out. We want those who aren’t enrolled to see
what we offer, and let them know they potentially qualify for free healthcare.”

There will also be information available specifically about female healthcare, state benefits and
veteran organizations. There are plans to have face painting, balloon creations and other
activities for children.

For those not already enrolled, they will have the chance to sign up and get information at the
event. Powell said the VA can offer veterans tailored care that might not be available in civilian
hospitals.

“We have a team of experts here — many who are veterans who have been in a war zone — and
know what that’s like. Those shared experiences are always beneficial and something we have
over other hospitals,” he said. “Once people come through the doors, we can get them where
they need to go and help them get the treatment they need.”

Powell, a veteran himself of Iraq, said those who haven’t been to a VA lately, will be impressed
with the services.

“I think people will be surprised. As the saying goes, ‘This is not your father’s or your
grandfather’s VA.” We have evolved and become a lot more sensitive in many areas; we’re
technologically advanced and provide cutting-edge care.”



