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WAUKESHA COUNTY MEDICINE COLLECTION DAY  

… a prescription for clean water and safe kids 
 

Waukesha, Wis., October 8, 2007 – Local education and health care professionals and 

government officials are partnering to conduct a free medicine collection event for Waukesha 

County residents. The "Medicine Collection Day" will occur on October 20, 2007 at Waukesha 

County Technical College in Pewaukee from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The collection will accept 

prescription and over-the-counter medications, but will NOT accept illegal drugs, needles and 

sharps, or biohazardous materials.   

Additional details on the Waukesha County Medication Collection Day can be found at 

www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling. The event is designed to help protect Waukesha County 

lakes and streams, prevent accidental poisonings, and reduce substance abuse.  Waukesha 

County residents are encouraged to bring unused drugs to the special collection event. 

“The old adage to flush unused medications down the drain is not a wise thing to do. 

Wastewater treatment plants are not designed to remove medicine from wastewater,” said Joseph 

Piatt, Associate Professor of Chemistry and Environmental Science at Carroll College. “Pouring 

drugs down the drain or toilet can send harmful chemicals on a direct path to our local lakes and 

streams. Human pharmaceuticals have been found to have adverse impacts on aquatic systems.” 

The whole spectrum of pharmaceuticals, including antibiotics, anti-inflammatories, 

antidepressants, and estrogens are showing up in rivers, lakes and streams around the world.   

“There’s growing concern about all the impacts various medicines have on the 

environment, and side effects, like antibiotic resistance and endocrine disruption,” said Kathy 

Gettrust, RN, MS, Waukesha County Technical College nursing instructor.  Waukesha County 

Technical College is providing key logistical support for the medication collection day. 

“Our customers struggle with the issue of what to do with old medications.  We’re 

pleased to provide the resources that allow the medication collection event to take place in 

Waukesha County,” said John Gates, Director of Pharmacy Operations for Aurora Pharmacy.  

Aurora Pharmacy is underwriting the costs to conduct the Waukesha County medication 

collection event. 
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According to Gates, there are challenges in disposing of old medications. 

“State and federal laws forbid transferring any prescription medication to another person,” said 

Gates.  “You can consume all the medication or throw it away.  You cannot return it to a 

pharmacy, doctor, or hospital.”    

Piatt, who is helping to lead efforts to organize the Waukesha County medication 

collection, said there’s a definite environmental and safety hazard. “Leaving medications lay 

around the house poses the risk of accidental poisoning, especially with curious children. Even 

throwing medicine in the garbage exposes kids and animals to the risk of accidental poisoning,” 

said Piatt.   

Waukesha County residents can drive up to the collection area in the parking lot near the 

main entrance to Waukesha County Technical College in Pewaukee and hand over old 

medications to volunteer pharmacists. Pharmacists will sort the medications and immediately 

give any controlled substances to law enforcement officers. All other medications will be secured 

by hazardous waste experts and properly destroyed.  

 People taking part in the program are asked to keep unused or expired medication in the 

original package or prescription bottle.  “You CAN cross off the name and address, but do NOT 

cover up the name of the medication,” said Gates.   

The Waukesha County Medicine Collection Day is being underwritten by a grant from 

Aurora Pharmacy.  The planning committee includes participants from Aurora Pharmacy, City of 

Brookfield-Wastewater Treatment Plant, Carroll College, ProHealth Care Pharmacy, Village of 

Sussex-Wastewater Treatment Plant, Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use,  and 

Waukesha County Technical College. The Village of Pewaukee Police Department is 

contributing their time at the collection. 

Aurora Pharmacy, with more than 130 retail pharmacies, is part of Aurora Health Care, a 

not-for-profit Wisconsin health care provider and a nationally recognized leader in efforts to 

improve the quality of health care.  Aurora offers services at sites in more than 90 communities 

throughout eastern Wisconsin. 
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