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Mark your calendar!

Earth Day Extravaganza
Sat. Arril 24

Environmental L earning Center Office Hours:

Sunday - Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For moreinformation call - (262)896-8007
For Program Registration call - (262)548-7801

Your Spring NatureProgram Guide
March -

May 2010

March Volunteer Teacher April 2,9,16,23,30 Morning Bird Hikes May 8 Bird & Wildflower Hike
Naturalist Training Fridays Saturday at Monches Parkland

March 3 Retzer Camera Club April 7 Retzer Camera Club | May 8 Retzer Spring Native
Wednesday Wednesday Saturday Plant Sale
March 6 Aldo L eopold Weekend April 10 GPS Aided Hiking May 8 Bird & Wildflower Hike
Saturday Saturday Family Program Saturday at Menomonee Park
March 9 WeeWonders April 13 WeeWonders May 11 WeeWonders
Tuesday “Planets” Tuesday “Spring Sprouts’ Tuesday “Blowing in the Wind”
March 9 Yoga Class April 18-24 Earth Week Programs | May 15 Bird Hike at
Tuesday Sunday-Saturday  (See Insert) Saturday Fox River Park
March 13 ID Of Trees & Shrubs May 1 GPS Aided Hiking May 15 Basket Wor kshop
Saturday In A Leafless Condition Saturday Family Program Saturday “Desktop Storage Basket”
March 18 Nature Sprouts May 5 Retzer Camera Club | May 18 GPS Aided Hiking
Wednesday “Possum” Wednesday Tuesday Adult Program

May 7,14,21,28 Morning Bird Hikes May 19 Nature Sprouts

Fridays Wednesday “Construction 101"




VOLUNTEERTEACHER NATURALIST TRAINING

This apprenticeship program is for adults interested in volunteering to
lead hikes for school groups that come to Retzer Nature Center. Topics
will include: general interpretation of the Wisconsin landscape
(especially the plants, animals, and ecology of Retzer Nature Center);
environmental education activities (and equipment) used at Retzer; and
strategies and tactics for outdoor teaching of school children. Training
will include assisting with scheduled programs.

There is no registration deadline; we welcome new volunteers
anytime of the year.

Call Retzer Nature Center (262) 896-8007 to sign up or for additional
information.

RETZERNATURE CENTER CAMERACLUB

The Camera Club meets monthly, with instructional programs, sharing/
critique of members' photographs, discussion of equipment and
technique, and opportunities for taking photographs at Retzer Nature
Center and other nature areas.

DATE: Wednesdays: March 3, April 7, May 5

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

ALDO LEOPOLD—AVISIT

Adultg/Children 12 and over who areinterested in Leopold

In this brand-new, first-person interpretive program, Retzer Naturalist
Larry Kascht will portray the great Naturalist Aldo Leopold, in an
hour-long visit to our time—to discuss the value, the ethic, and the joy
of land discovery. Don't miss Leopold's visit from the past, as Larry
“test-drives’ the program he has developed for the National
Association For Interpretation’s Regional Conference, later this spring.
Following the hour-long visit from Leopold, there will be an informal
discussion of the “delights and dilemmas” of developing thisfirst-
person program. Maximum number of registrants 100, minimum 5.

DATE: Saturday, March 6
TIME: 10:30-Noon

FEE: Free
REGISTERBY: Thursday, March 4

ALDO LEOPOLD—READING THE LANDSCAPE
Adults/Children 12 and over

Join Retzer Naturalists for a 2-hour outdoor Leopold-style exploration,
Reading the Landscape. We'll use Aldo Leopold’s inductive approach,
to discover the secrets of the early spring land. An indoor discussion,
with hot chocolate, will follow. Maximum number of registrants100,
minimum 5.

DATE: Saturday, March 6
TIME: 1:00-4:00 p.m.
FEE: Free
REGISTERBY: Thursday, March 4
WEE WONDERS

Ages2-4

This monthly program is designed for parents or grandparents with
young children ages 2 to 4. Wee Wonders will introduce sensory skills
that help you, the adult, experience the natural world with your child.
Each child must be accompanied by a parent/grandparent for
participation in this program. Maximum number of registrants 30,
minimum 5.

“Planets’ —L ets travel around the planets and stars as Mr. D.

gives atour of the Charles Horwitz Planetarium located in Retzer

Nature Center. Thisvisit will include a shortened show that is age

appropriate.

DATE: Tuesday, March 9
TIME: 9:30-10:15am.
FEE: $3.00
REGISTERBY: Thursday, March 4

WEE WONDERSCont.

“Spring Sprouts’—It is sprouting time for the many different
plants around the nature center. Come join us as we go out to find
which are beginning to peak out from awinter’s nap. Take home
your own sprout to watch and then plant in late May. Please dress
for the weather, as we will be outdoors.

DATE: Tuesday, April 13
TIME: 9:30-10:15am.
FEE: $3.00
REGISTERBY: Thursday, April 8

Blowing in the Wind—Come explore as we look for different
things that use the wind to move. Please dress for the weather, as
we will be outdoors.

DATE: Tuesday, May 11

TIME: 9:30-10:15am.

FEE: $3.00

REGISTERBY: Thursday, May 6
YOGA CLASS

Age 12 thru Adult

Yoga s the oldest system of personal development in the world,
encompassing body, mind, and spirit. Get started and discover how
Yoga can be beneficial to the quality of your life. This 6-week course
with Certified Instructor, Fred Varin, will focus on the basics of Hatha
Yoga, aphysical and mental form of Yoga that emphasizes Asanas or
physical postures. Postures exercise every part of the body, stretching
and toning muscles and joints, the spine, and skeletal system. This
gentle introduction to Yoga will help you stretch and introduce you to a
series of movements. It will also include balanced postures and
relaxation. You will learn techniques on how to breathe to minimize the
stressin your life and gain vital inner energy. You do not need to have a
prior Yogaexperienceto join. Participants should bring a mat/blanket
and wear loose, comfortable clothing. Ages 12 to 17 must be
accompanied by an adult. Maximum number of registrants 30,
minimum 5.

DATE: Tuesdays, starting March 9

TIME: 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

FEE: $60.00 for 6 weeks of class over an 8-week period
REGISTERBY: Monday, March 8

IDOFTREES& SHRUBSINA LEAFLESSCONDITION

Adult Program

Explore the peaceful early spring woods of Minooka Park as you learn
to identify common trees and shrubs. Focus on leafless twig
identification! Maximum number of registrants 30, minimum 5.

DATE: Saturday, March 13

TIME: 9:00 am.-1:00 p.m.

FEE: $5.00, plus park entrance fee. Meet at Picnic Area 3.
REGISTERBY: Monday, March 8

NATURE SPROUTS

Ages. 4-6 Participants must be accompanied by an adult.
Maximum number of registrants 15, minimum 5.
“Possum” What critter d’'ya know that's gray, the size of a cat,
long-haired, long-tailed, and lookslikeagiganticrat? Yup, it's
“Possum!” Find out what trick he can do! Can you? Craft
included for extrafun.

DATE: Wednesday, March 17

TIME: 10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE: $3.00 per child

REGISTERBY: Friday, March 12



NATURE SPROUTS Cont.

“Who's Howling Now?” Can you howl like awolf, yip like a
coyote, yodel like afox? Do you know what these sounds mean?
Welcometo Howling 101! We' Il have ahowling good time!!!

DATE: Wednesday, April 21

TIME: 10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE: FREE in celebration of Earth Week
REGISTERBY: Friday, April 16

“Construction 101" Bring along your tools (plastic only please)!
We'll have some work to do. And could you bring a few sticks,
maybe some leaves, oh, and a bit of dirt? We have building to do!
Craft included for extrafun.

DATE: Wednesday, May 19

TIME: 10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE: $3.00 per child

REGISTERBY: Friday, May 14

MORNING BIRDHIKES

Adults & Families with older children

They’re back! Our frisky, feathered friends are back! We'll explore
their habitats, welcome back spring migrants, and check on our year
round residents. Don't forget your binoculars. Binoculars are available
at Retzer on alimited basis. No Registration needed.

DATES: Fridays - April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
May 7, 14, 21, and 28

TIME: 7:00-8:30a.m.

FEE: $1.00 per person

GPSAIDED HIKING

Family and Adult Program

Areyou interested in using or exploring GPS techniquesin your
hiking? Come and explore our nature trails with a Retzer Teaching
Naturalist. Try one of our GPS units, or bring your own GPS, with
instruction manual, and sharpen your skills. We will review basic GPS
operation while hiking, and develop orienteering skills. In caseof rain,
there will be an indoor GPS discussion program. Maximum number of
registrants for family programs 12, for adult programs 6.

DATES: Saturday, April 10 (Family Program)
Saturday, May 1 (Family Program)
Tuesday, May 18 (Adult Program)
TIME: 10:00-11:30am.
FEE: $4.00 per person
REGISTER BY:  Wednesday, April 7 & 28, and Friday, May 14
BASKET WORKSHOP

Adult Program

Please bring the following suppliesto class with you: clippers or
strong scissors, flexible tape measure, plant mister, old towel, pencil,
several clip clothespins, pail or bucket, asmall flat screwdriver, and a
lunch for both programs. Maximum number of registrants 12,
minimum 5.

“Desktop Storage Basket” Beginning with a slotted wood base,
insert spokes and weave the sides with natural and smoked reed. Select
your favorite pottery sleeve in anatural design and use your choice of
accent colors. Finish with abasic rim. Thisbasket is suitable for all
level weavers. Use this basket to keep your desktop tidy or display
napkins. Finished sizeis approximately 10" long x 4" wide x 6" high.
Pattern isincluded.

DATE: Saturday, May 15 i reens 3
TIME: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. e
FEE: $21.00 N

REGISTERBY: Tuesday, May 11 ---'-i-ﬁ—-'-ﬂ
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EARTH WEEK PROGRAMS
April 18-24
gponsored Y’
TheEN
See the Earth Week Brochure for all the FREE

Retzer Nature Center & Charles Horwitz
Planetarium programs and times.

BIRD & WILDFLOWERHIKEAT MONCHESPARKLAND

Adults and families with older children

Monches should be full of migrating and resident birdsin full voice and
bright spring plumage, and the wildflowers should be near their peak.
We will meet at the private parking area on Hoff Lane at 7:00 am. The
hike will be conducted by Larry Kascht, Retzer Nature Center
Naturalist. Inclement weather never stops bird hikes. Maximum
number of registrants 30, minimum 5.

DATE: Saturday, May 8
TIME: 7:00-11:00 am.
FEE: $6.00
REGISTERBY: Monday, May 3

SPRINGNATIVE PLANT SALE
Come out to Retzer to see and purchase our potted native grasses and
wildflowers! We will have prairie species such as Shooting Star and
Prairie Dropseed (which are difficult to start from seed), along with
many others. We will also have anumber of choice woodland
wildflowersincluding Trillium and VirginiaWaterleaf. These plants
come from our native wildflower nurseries, all brought together just for
you. Bring along your questions and plant samples for identification.

This spring the Plant Sale will add a new feature—

a 10-minute power point program (running continuously

during the sale, 9 am. till noon) on atopic of interest to

plant sale customers! This year’stopic will be “Planting

and Care of Your Native Plants’; stop in the Nature

Center’s Forest Room to view this program, after buying

your plants!
SalesManager: Dick Bautz.
DATE: Saturday, May 8
TIME: 9:00 am.-Noon

BIRDAND WILDFLOWERHIKE

Adults and families with older children

Menomonee Park woods come alive with warblers and wildflowersin
springtime. Join Naturalist, Larry Kascht, on Saturday afternoon for a
walk. We will identify, smell, photograph, and appreciate the flowers,
and learn about their life and ecology. We will identify as many of the
warblers as we can, let ourselves be awed by their incredible beauty,
and learn about their migration. Bring your field guide, camera, and
binoculars! Maximum number of registrants 30, minimum 5.

DATE: Saturday, May 8

TIME: 1:00-3:00 p.m.

PLACE: Menomonee Park — Meet at the beach house
parking lot.

FEE: $4.00, plus park entrance fee

REGISTERBY: Monday, May 3



BIRDHIKE

Adult Program

Cometo Fox River Park for afascinating ook at the resident birds of
early summer, asthey nest, lay eggs and raise their young. We will
exploretheir ways of life and ecology as summer unfoldsin one of
our most magnificent nature areas. Maximum number of registrants
30, minimum 5.

DATE: Saturday, May 15

TIME: 7:00-10:00 am.

PLACE: Fox River Park - Meet at PicnicArea 3
FEE: $4.00, plus park entrance fee
REGISTERBY: Monday, May 10

Friends of Retzer Annual Meeting
Monday, April 26, 2010

Chili Supper § Mesting & Speaker
GO0 00 0000000000000 00000000090

Want tolear n moreabout Friendsof Retzer
NatureCenter? Visit their websiteat
www.friendsofretzer.org

ITEMS NEEDED FOR EARTH DAY
INAPRIL

Any Clean Plastic Lids
(soda and water bottles, laundry, sour cream
containers etc.)

Please bring your donations to Retzer Nature Center
by April 1st.

The Waukesha County Park System’s
campgrounds open April 1st at the
following park locations:
Menomonee Park
Mukwonago Park
Muskego Park
Naga-Waukee Park
Log onto www.waukeshacountyparks.com for
more information.

/H ELPUSSAVE SOME TREES! Pleasethink of the
environment and consider receiving thisProgram Guide
viae-mail. Pleasee-mail your name, postal address(to
takeyou off thepostd mailing list) and
your e-mail addresswith PROGRAM
GUIDE inthesubjectlineto:

retzer @waukeshacounty.gov

Thank you for helping usinour missonto
create asustainable environment.

. J

A Look Ahead...

Fall Plant Sale - Saturday, August 21

Apple Harvest Festival

Sponsored by: Saturday, September 18
APPLETREE

b o

Program Payment & Cancellation Policy:

Program fees must be paid 10 days before program is held, or at the
time of booking if less than 10 days before program, unless listed
otherwise in this program guide.

A cancellation fee of $5.00 maximum if cancelled on program
registration date. If cancelled after registration date, we reserve the right
to forfeit the whole program registration fee. We reserve the right to
issue credit on account, or a voucher toward future programs, instead of
refunding money. Credit on account and vouchers must be redeemed
within the same calendar year unless otherwise noted.

March - May 2010

Retzer Nature Center Programs

Name

Address

City Zip

Day Phone

Home Phone

E-mail

Fee Enclosed $

Make checks payableto: Waukesha County Parks
Master Card and Visa accepted.

Please enroll meinthefollowing class(s):

Name Workshop/Time Date Child'sBirth Date
Name Workshop/Time Date Child'sBirth Date
Name Workshop/Time Date Child'sBirth Date
Name Workshop/Time Date Child'sBirth Date

Mail form and fee(s) to:
Retzer Nature Center Programs
Attn: Jan
515W. Moreland Blvd., AC 230
Waukesha, WI 53188

Questions: (262) 548-7801

Some workshopsfill up quickly, please call to verify openings.




