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Waukesha County Parks and Land Use
Environmental Education Program Guide

Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use is a network of several divisions that are dedicated to 
providing comprehensive environmental education opportunities for Waukesha County residents.  Th rough 
collaboration, cooperation, and communication, the Waukesha County Environmental Education Team is 
working to develop inquiry-based, active learning programs for children and families.

Th e goals of the Waukesha County Environmental Education Team include:
• Improving the quality, access and coordination of environmental education information, resources, 

and programs.

• Promote the use of environmental education in schools and communities to improve academic 
achievement and stewardship.

• Increase the capacity of Waukesha County to develop and deliver comprehensive environmental 
 education programming.

• Promote collaborative and creative thinking, decision making, and communication for active and 
meaningful learning both in schools and over a lifetime.

• To increase environmental awareness, knowledge and skills that will allow citizens to make informed 
decisions and take responsible action.

Th e Waukesha County Environmental Education Team is working for you and leading the way through 
comprehensive environmental education programming.
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Upcoming Events
August 25 -   Native Plant and 
   Compost Bin Sale

September 22 - Retzer Nature Center’s
   Apple Harvest Festival

Sponsored by:  AppleTree Credit Union

October 19 -  Minooka Mash
  An Unhaunted Halloween Event

November 10 -  Fall Open House
  See where your recyclables go
   

December 3 -  2013 Annual Park   
   Stickers Available

Retzer Nature Center

Minook Park

Materials Recycling Facility
220 S. Prairie Ave., Waukesha



September 5 Retzer Camera Club
Wednesday

September 11 Wee Wonders
Tuesday “Color Treasure Hunt”

October 3 Retzer Camera Club
Wednesday

October 9 Wee Wonders
Tuesday “Leaf Hunt”

October 12 Evening Trails
Friday “What’s It Like to be 
 Nocturnal?”

October 17 Nature Sprouts
Wednesday “Stomp & Crunch”

October 20 Basket Workshop
Saturday “Wall Basket”

November 7 Retzer Camera Club
Wednesday

November 13 Wee Wonders
Tuesday “Home Sweet Home”

November 21 Nature Sprouts
Wednesday “Time to Sleep”

December 11 Wee Wonders
Tuesday “Wildlife Party”

December 19 Nature Sprouts
Wednesday  “What’s for Dinner?”

January 3 Bird Feeding Workshop
Th ursday

January 5 Winter Wildlife on Snowshoes
Saturday
  
January 8 Wee Wonders
Tuesday “Sounds of Winter”

January12 Winter Wildlife on Snowshoes
Saturday

January 16 Nature Sprouts
Wednesday “Heads & Tails”

January 20 Winter JanBoree
Sunday

January26 Winter Wildlife on Snowshoes
Saturday

February 2 Wild Winter Night
Saturday

February 9 Winter Wildlife on Snowshoes
Saturday

February 9 Basket Workshop
Saturday “Wool Drying Basket”

February 12 Wee Wonders
Tuesday “Animal Fiesta”

February 16 Winter Wildlife on Snowshoes
Saturday

February 20  Nature Sprouts
Wednesday “Th e Slitherers!”

February 23 Winter Wildlife on Snowshoes
Saturday

Programs at a Glance

Join us every Saturday for “School” of the Land, 
programs and activities that will be wide-ranging, 
with a general focus on the natural world and 
sustainability offered by Waukesha County’s Retzer 
Nature Center Naturalists, Recycling, and Land 
Resources Staff and Waukesha School 
District’s Planetarium Staff.  

Most Saturday programs are family-friends and 
geared toward all ages.

“School” of the Land programs are listed on page 9.
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VOLUNTEER TEACHER NATURALIST TRAINING
This apprenticeship program is for adults interested in 
volunteering to lead hikes for school groups that come to 
Retzer Nature Center.  Topics will include: general 
interpretation of the Wisconsin landscape (especially the 
plants, animals, and ecology of Retzer Nature Center); 
environmental education activities (and equipment) used 
at Retzer; and strategies and tactics for outdoor teaching of 
school children. Training will include assisting with 
scheduled programs.

There is no registration deadline; we welcome new 
volunteers anytime of the year.

RETZER NATURE CENTER CAMERA CLUB
The Camera Club meets monthly, with instructional 
programs, sharing/critique of members’ photographs, 
discussion of  equipment and technique, and opportunities 
for taking photographs at Retzer Nature Center and other 
nature areas.
DATE: Wednesdays,  August 1, September 5,
 October 3, November 7, December 5,
 January 9, February 6
TIME: 7:00 p.m.

 
WEE WONDERS
Ages 2-4
This monthly program is designed for parents or 
grandparents with young children ages 2 to 4.  Wee 
Wonders will introduce sensory skills that help you, the 
adult, experience the natural world with your child.  Each 
child must be accompanied by a parent/grandparent for 
participation in this program.  Please dress for the weather.  
Maximum number of registrants 30, minimum 5.  

“Misting Nature” – An adventure awaits you with 
your own misting bottle.  We will take a journey around 
the trails and discover how a spray of water can change 
the appearance of a found object.  We may get a little 
wet on our adventure, please dress appropriately.
DATE:  Tuesday, August 14
TIME:  9:30-10:30 a.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Thursday, August 9

“Color Treasure Hunt” – Come discover how color 
brightens up the world.  Join in as we search for the 
primary and secondary colors hidden along the trails.
DATE:  Tuesday, September 11
TIME:  9:30-10:30 a.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Thursday, September 6

“Leaf Hunt” – Oak, Maple, Ash and Aspen.  Find the 
leaves to these and more using a kit specially designed 
for young children.  We will have a great adventure by 
hunting and collecting leaves of different shapes and 
colors.  Take home your kit to use again as you explore 
your neighborhood. 
DATE:  Tuesday, October 9
TIME:  9:30-10:30 a.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Thursday, October 4

“Home Sweet Home” – Explore the places where 
animals make their homes.  From a nest in a tree to the 
tiny holes in the ground, we will discover how animals 
stay safe and warm in their homes.
DATE:  Tuesday, November 13
TIME:  9:30-10:30 a.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Thursday, November 8

“Wildlife Party” – Come to a party for the local 
wildlife. We will make treats for the animals to enjoy. 
Take your treats home and see who comes to visit your 
backyard during December.  (Indoor program)
DATE:  Tuesday, December 11
TIME:  9:30-10:30 a.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Thursday, December 6

“Sounds of Winter” – Winter is a great time to get out 
and listen for sounds that make up this crisp season.  A 
bird sings, a tree groans, a dog barks.  Listen—and we 
will fi nd many sounds of winter to experience along our 
trail as the naturalist paves the way.
DATE:  Tuesday, January 8
TIME:  9:30-10:30 a.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Thursday, January 3

“Animal Fiesta” – When winter keeps us indoors, come 
out and meet a few of our resident education animals as 
they brighten up a winter day. 
DATE:  Tuesday, February 12
TIME:  9:30-10:30 a.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Thursday, February 7

WEE WONDERS cont.
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NATURE SPROUTS cont.NATURE SPROUTS
Ages:  4-6
Come join the fun!  A new topic will be explored each 
session through stories, crafts, and activities.  Sprout’s will 
have a chance to discover nature while making friends.    
Participants must be accompanied by an adult.  Please dress 
for the weather.  Maximum number of registrants 15, 
minimum 5. 

“Art of the Wild” – This month’s Nature Sprouts is all 
about creativity!  Like thousands of artists who have 
come before us, we will fi nd inspiration in nature!  
Outside, we will paint, color, and sketch!  Bring your 
cameras for extra fun.
DATE:  Wednesday, August 15
TIME:  10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Friday, August 10

“Stomp & Crunch” – A leaf hunt.  The fun begins as 
we stomp and crunch our way into the woods to look 
for leaves of all shapes, colors and sizes.  See how 
many you can discover as we stomp our way around the 
Nature Center.
DATE:  Wednesday, October 17
TIME:  10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Friday, October 12

“Time to Sleep” – Come learn about hibernation as the 
animals settle in for a long winter nap.  Where will they 
sleep?  What goes on outside as they slumber away the 
days?
DATE:  Wednesday, November 21
TIME:  10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Friday, November 16

“What’s for Dinner?” – As winter sets in and the snow 
begins to fall, what is on the menu for the animals to 
eat for dinner?  How do they fi nd food during this cold 
snowy session? Join the Naturalist as we discover 
eating habits of some of Retzers more present residents 
and make a special wildlife treat to take home for your 
backyard visitors.
DATE:  Wednesday, December 19
TIME:  10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Friday, December 14

“Heads and Tails” – Beginning at the head and moving 
down to the tail, we will explore different kinds of tops 
and bottoms that exist in the wild. Children will design 
and make elaborate heads and tails of their own in a 
wearable creation. 
DATE:  Wednesday, January 16
TIME:  10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Friday, January 11

“The Slitherers!” – Come explore an amazing world 
where creatures smell you with their tongues, shed their 
skins, and use the sun to control their temperatures.  
Meet our resident snakes- Dr. Watson and Mazy as we 
discover why most snakes are really quite gentle once 
you get to know them. 
DATE:  Wednesday, February 20
TIME:  10:00-11:00 a.m. or 1:00-2:00 p.m.
FEE:  $4.00
REGISTER BY: Friday, February 15

NATIVE PLANT SALE 
Landscaping with native plants is good for the 
environment, wildlife and your wallet.  Check out the great 
varities and get tips on growing your own native garden.
 DATE: Saturday, August 25   
 TIME: 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

During the plant sale, view a continuously running 
10-minute powerpoint program on “Selection and 
Care of Your Native Plants.”

EVENING TRAILS
Family Program
“What’s It Like to be Nocturnal” – Venturing into the night 
challenges our senses, but many animals are very active 
throughout the night.  Come learn about nocturnal animals 
and discover what adaptations they have for nighttime 
survival.  We will enjoy an indoor presentation then we are 
off on a night hike.  Maximum number of registrants 20, 
minimum 5. 
DATE: Friday, October 12
TIME: 6:30-8:00 p.m.
FEE: $5.00
REGISTER BY: Monday, October 8
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WINTER WILDLIFE ON SNOWSHOES
Adults & Families
Get moving!  Get connected!  Winter is a great time to 
get out and explore your environment, and snowshoes 
are a great way to do it.  Join a Retzer Naturalist as you 
trek the trails in the silent world of winter on snowshoes.  
These half-day Saturday sessions cover the various styles 
of snowshoes and how to use them.  The program will 
emphasize wildlife tracks and signs, and recreational 
snowshoeing as you connect to your winter surroundings.   
Maximum number of registrants 25, minimum 5.

DATES/TIMES:     
January 5  9:00-Noon  Adult
January 12  9:00-11:00 a.m.  Adult
January 12 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Scouts & Families
January 26 9:00-11:00 a.m.  Adult
January 26 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Scouts & Families
February 9  9:00-11:00 a.m.  Adult
February 9 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Scouts & Families
February 16  9:00-11:00 a.m.  Scouts & Families
February 16  1:00-3:00 p.m.  Scouts & Families
February 23  9:00-11:00 a.m.  Scouts & Families
February 23  1:00-3:00 p.m.  Scouts & Families
FEE:  $7.00 per person per session includes
  snowshoe rental
REGISTER BY: 5 days before program 

  

WILD WINTER NIGHT
Adults & Families
Cure your winter cabin fever and join us for this wild 
winter adventure!  There will be guided hikes throughout 
the evening led by Retzer Naturalists, free rental of our 
snowshoes, and an informal sing-along by a warm campfi re 
with s’mores and hot cocoa.  Make sure you dress 
appropriately, this event will be held regardless of the 
weather.  We’ll explore the winter sky through an outdoor 
observation with telescopes, as well as an indoor 
Planetarium program entitled “Galileo”.   This beautiful 
show highlights the life and achievements of one of our 
world’s most famous scientists.  It also celebrates 400 years 
since Galileo fi rst pointed his telescope at the sky.  Don’t 
miss it!
DATE:  Saturday, February 2
TIME:  6:00-9:00 p.m.
FEE:  $2.00 per person, payable at the door

PLEASE NOTE:  There are a limited amount of snowshoes 
available for use, so there may be waiting time.  

Planetarium Shows are limited to 90 people per show, 
which are fi rst-come, fi rst-serve.  We will begin distributing 
tickets at 6:00 p.m. and show times are at 6:30, 7:00, 7:30 
and 8:00 p.m. 
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WINTER JANBOREE EVENTS  January 20th
Adults & Families
RETZER NATURE 
Winter JanBoree is a city/county-wide event sponsored by the City of Waukesha Park and Recreation Department.  
Retzer Nature Center offers a full day of free family fun on Sunday, which tentatively includes:
Free Snowshoe Use  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Family Nature Activities 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Bird Feeding Program  11:00 a.m. & 1:15 p.m.
Winter Tracking Program 12:00 p.m. & 2:30 p.m.
 
Refreshments will be provided.

CHARLES HORWITZ PLANETARIUM
Continue the JanBoree celebration at Retzer Nature Center by attending the Charles Horwitz Planetarium Show “The 
Secret of the Cardboard Rocket”.  This delightful space fantasy takes the audience on a voyage past the sun, moon and 
planets in our Solar System.  Fun for the whole family!   This program is 45 minutes in length.  All programs are FREE 
admission.  Tickets are available in the lobby.
For more information call:  262-896-8423.
SHOWTIMES: 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 a.m., 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, & 3:00 p.m.  

Check out all the Winter JanBoree activities at www.janboree.org



BASKET WORKSHOP
Join basket instructor, Denise Arzberger, in learning techniques of basket making.  The baskets she designs and teaches at 
basketry conventions around the country are intended to add a creative twist to a traditional basket style.  We are pleased 
to have Denise share her work with us here at Retzer Nature Center.  Maximum number of registrants per class is 12, 
minimum 5. 

Wool Drying Basket – This traditional basket features a plaited base, wood feet, and bushel basket handles.  This 
variation includes your choice of accent colors.  You don’t need to dry wool to fi nd plenty of uses for this functional 
basket: it is suitable for storing magazines, needlework projects, etc.!  Finished size is approximately 15” long x 13” 
wide x 11” high.  Students of all levels are welcome and beginners are especially encouraged to give this a try. 

Please bring the following supplies to class: dish pan or bucket, old towels, fl exible tape measure, several clip 
clothespins, sharp scissors or garden clipper with thin blades and short handle, small fl at screwdriver, a plant mister, 
pencil and a sack lunch.
DATE:   Saturday, February 9  
TIME:   9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
FEE:   $48.00
REGISTER BY:  Monday, January 28 (Allowing time to order supplies.)

Program Payment & Cancellation Policy:
Program fees must be paid 10 days before program is held, or at the time of booking if less than 10 days before program, 
unless listed otherwise in this program guide.

A cancellation fee of $5.00 maximum if cancelled on program registration date. If cancelled after registration date, we 
reserve the right to retain your whole program registration fee. We reserve the right to issue credit on account, or a 
voucher toward future programs, instead of refunding money. Credit on account and vouchers must be redeemed within 
the same calendar year unless otherwise noted.

August 2012 - February 2013
Enviromental Education Programs

Name__________________________________________ Address___________________________________
City__________________________Zip______________
Day Phone______________________________________ Home Phone ______________________________
E-mail ____________________________________  Sign me up for your on-line newsletter
Fee Enclosed $ _____________________________

Please enroll person(s) listed below in the following class(s):

___________________________________________ ___________________________________________
Name    Workshop/Time     Date          Child’s Birth Date Name    Workshop/Time     Date          Child’s Birth Date

___________________________________________ ___________________________________________
Name    Workshop/Time     Date          Child’s Birth Date Name    Workshop/Time     Date          Child’s Birth Date

___________________________________________ ___________________________________________
Name    Workshop/Time     Date          Child’s Birth Date Name    Workshop/Time     Date          Child’s Birth Date

Mail form and fee(s) to: Enviromental Education Programs, Attn: Jan, 515 W. Moreland Blvd.,  AC 230, Waukesha, WI  53188
Questions: (262) 548-7801

Make checks payable to: Waukesha County Parks
Master Card and Visa accepted.

Some workshops fi ll up quickly, 

please call to verify openings. 
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Charles Z. Horwitz 
Planetarium Programs  

$4.00  Adult     $3.00  Children & Senior Citizens
All shows are on Saturday

August  No Public Programs
  Group shows available
  Call: (262) 896-8423

September 22 – Apple Harvest Fest
 Special Showing - “3-2-1 Blastoff ” 
 Show times: every half hour 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

October 6, 13, 20, 27
“Our Place in Space”  11:00 am
“Footsteps”     1:00 pm

November  3, 10, 17
“Time Bandits”  11:00 am
“Two Small Pieces of Glass”   1:00 pm

December 1, 8, 15, 22
“Winter Wonders”   11:00 a.m.   
“Th e Season of Light”  1:00 p.m. 

January 5, 12, 19, 26
“Mr. Rogers”    11:00 a.m. 
“Saturn, Jewel of the Heavens”  1:00 p.m. 
 
Special Showing
Winter JanBoree - Sunday, Jan. 20
 “Th e Secret of the Cardboard Rocket”
  Show Times: 9, 10, 11 a.m., 12, 1, 2, 3 p.m.

  
February 9, 16, 23
 “A Solar System Adventure Tour” 11:00 a.m.
“Th e Endless Horizon”  1:00 p.m. 
 
Special Showing
Wild Winter Night - February 2
  “Galileo” 

    

Vacation Local.  
Vacation at a Waukesha County campground.  

Campgrounds are located in:
Menomonee Park
Mukwonago Park

Muskego Park
Naga-Waukee Park

Check them out at www.waukeshacountyparks.com. 

Join us for our annual
Apple Harvest Festival

September 22

Family Fun all day long!
Sponsored by:

Recycling Facility Tour
Learn about the 3 R’s and more at our Materials 
Recycling Facility (MRF). Our interactive hour-long 
program allows a behind-the-scenes look at what 
happens to your recyclables. 
 Play trivia and sorting games
 See products made from your recyclables
 Discuss other reasons and ways to go green 

Information is also available on 
earning an activity patch (for 
scouts) with Recycle Raccoon’s 
Green Team.

Free tours are available year-round, 
Monday-Friday, hours vary 
according to staff  availability.

For more information call (262)-896-8300 or email: 
recycling@waukeshacounty.gov

www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling

Calling All Kids:  
Show Us How You Color
AppleTree Credit Union has its annual coloring 
contest for kids 3-8 years old.  Log on to 
www.appletree.org for the coloring sheet and your 
chance to win a $25 Visa Gift Card.
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WCTC Educational Opportunities 
held at Retzer Nature Center & Fox Brook Park

To Register, for Senior Citizen Tuition, or for more information:
•  Online www.wctc.edu

•  Registration – (262) 691-5578
•  More Information – (262) 695-6510

306-686   Carving Caricatures
If you are hooked on carving santas or other fi gures, here’s your opportunity to broaden your skills. Beginning and 
experienced carvers are both welcome.  This course focuses on intermediate techniques and the freedom to design your own 
unique characters.  A knife is available for purchase at the fi rst class.  A carving glove is also required.  Goggles would be 
helpful.  First-time students will be called by the instructor before the fi rst class in regard to supplies needed. Continuing 
students need to call the instructor with cut-out requirements.
CRN      Starts  Ends      Days       Time                         Cost Place
11554    09/13   10/25     R           09:00-11:25 am            $96.80 Retzer Nature Center
11556    09/19   10/24     W    09:00-11:25 am             $96.80 Fox Brook Park
11558    10/31   12/12     W        09:00-11:25 am             $96.80 Fox Brook Park
11559    11/01   12/13     R       09:00-11:25 am           $96.80 Retzer Nature Center

815-601A  Basic Drawing and Sketching
This course is designed to help those who wish to acquire a basic knowledge of drawing. Class emphasis will be on creating 
realistic still lifes, scenery, perspectives and human fi gures. Students should bring a notebook, medium weight black magic 
marker and #2 pencil to class.
CRN      Starts  Ends      Days       Time                         Cost Place
11567    09/10   10/22     M          12:30-02:55 pm              $96.80 Retzer Nature Center
11568    09/13   10/25     R           12:30-02:55 pm              $96.80 Retzer Nature Center

815-607A  Drawing & Sketching Continuing - 6 Wk
This six week course is a continuation of the Basic Drawing and Sketching class and will elaborate on the drawing 
principles introduced in the Basic Drawing and Sketching course. Bring with you to class your #2 pencil, 18” x 24” 
newprint pad, and a Sharpie fi ne point marker.
CRN      Starts  Ends      Days       Time                         Cost Place
11569    10/29   12/10     M        12:30-02:55 pm              $96.80 Retzer Nature Center
11570    11/01   12/13     R          12:30-02:55 pm              $96.80 Retzer Nature Center

815-640   Watercolor Painting Beginning
This course is designed to help students develop skills in water color painting with an emphasis on methods and techniques. 
Both the beginner and on-going painter will learn or strengthen their skills in artistic vision, color mixing, line and design 
and brush techniques. A supplies list for the class will be provided by your instructor.
CRN      Starts  Ends      Days       Time                         Cost Place
11572    09/26   11/14     W          09:30-11:55 am            $131.60 Retzer Nature Center
11573    09/26   11/14     W          09:30-11:55 am             $131.60 Retzer Nature Center

815-641   Watercolor Painting - Continuing
This course provides continuing study in the fundamentals of line, color and harmony. In addition, advanced brush 
techniques, colors, washes and composition will be explored.
CRN      Starts  Ends      Days       Time                         Cost Place
11574    09/26   11/14     W          12:30-02:55 pm             $131.60 Retzer Nature Center
11575    09/26   11/14     W          12:30-02:55 pm            $131.60 Retzer Nature Center  

 

NEW



Retzer Nature Center’s “School” of the Land
Register by calling 262-548-7801

Join us every Saturday for programs and activities that will be wide-ranging, with a general focus on the natural world and 
sustainability offered by Waukesha County’s Retzer Nature Center Naturalists, Recycling, and Land Resources Staff and 
Waukesha School District’s Planetarium Staff.  Most Saturday programs are family-friends and geared toward all ages.

Walk-ins welcome – Registration is recommended to assure a spot.  Groups of 10 or more are required to pre-register.
All programs are $5.00 per person for advanced registration, or $6.00 per person at the door, unless otherwise noted.

Naturalist Activity:  Nature related information and hands-on activity occurring before and after the scheduled programs.  
Naturalist Activity does not need registration, just stop in and enjoy.

August 11
FAMILY TRAIL RALLY
FREE         TIME: Throughout the day 9 am.-3 p.m.
Adults and Families       Registration not required.
Come explore Retzer as you and your family follow clues that will navigate you around our trail system. Your adventure 
begins at our indoor Naturalist table where you’ll pick-up your fi rst clue.

Naturalist Activity: Solar power—use the sun for art projects.

August 18  
COLLECTING SEEDS OF WILD PLANTS    TIME: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Adults and Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, August 13
Get outside and explore the prairie!  Seed collecting at Retzer is a great way to get a “hands-on” experience with nature.  
Learn to identify prairie plants, seeds and weeds.  Find out why and how we collect and store native seeds at Retzer.  Be 
prepared to go outside:  wear boots and long pants.  Bug spray and rain gear are recommended.  Gloves will be provided.

Naturalist Activity: Drawing/coloring wildfl owers. (children’s activity)  
Visit the display of native wildfl ower guides and seed collecting equipment. 

August 25
SAVE WATER, SAVE MONEY      TIME: 10:00-11:00 a.m.
WITH RAIN GARDENS & RAIN BARRELS     REGISTER BY: Friday, August 24
FREE - Sponsored by Waukesha County Land Resources
Adults and Families
When it rains – where does the rainwater go? In this program, you will learn about two great ways to capture your runoff
– rain gardens and rain barrels. You will learn the basic design principles to design and install your own rain garden and
rain barrel.
RECYCLING OUTREACH BOOTH - Have nagging questions about recycling? Kids get a pencil from recycled one dollar 
bills.

September 15 
PLANT TOUR & NATURAL COMMUNITY IDENTIFICATION TIME: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, September 10
A hike of the Retzer grounds, looking at anything and everything – especially identifying plants in bloom.  During the hike, 
we will feature different fl ora in bloom for this time period.  We will talk about the different natural communities as we walk 
the trails, occasionally chasing an interesting fl ower or insect.

Naturalist Activity:  Vegetative Ecology of the season, and associated literature.

September 22        TIME: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
APPLE HARVEST FESTIVAL – SEE BROCHURE FOR MORE DETAILS
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September 29 
HEALING THE LAND       TIME: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, September 24
Native plant community type and the restoration process: goals, methods and evaluation.

Naturalist Activity:  Tools and their use for invasive species control, prescribed burns, 
herbicide use, and animal damage control.

October 6 
AUTUMN ECOLOGY HIKE      TIME: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, October 1
Look for signs that autumn has arrived through the trees, leaves, and creatures.  Make a collection using a fi nder’s sheet as you 
discover autumn’s artwork.

Naturalist Activity:  Leaf printing and pounding to create art.

LEAF MULCHING/COMPOSTING     TIME: 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
FREE – Sponsored by Waukesha County Recycling   REGISTER BY: Friday, October 5  
Adults
Find out how to handle large amounts of leaves this fall without burning or raking, piling, bagging or dragging.  These easy and 
effi cient methods will keep your lawn looking good and improve air quality while saving time and tax dollars.  Learn yard 
management techniques such as quick leaf composting and mulching leaves directly into the lawn to improve the soil.  Take 
home a “recipe” for “big pile” leaf composting.

October 13 
AUTUMN COLOR HIKE      TIME: 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, October 8
Autumn arrived with mild temperatures, soft winds, and beautiful leaf colors—but did you ever wonder just why the leaves 
turn color?  Join Naturalist Larry as we explore the beautiful autumn landscape, and try to answer its fascinating questions.  Fall 
brings migrating birds and dispersing seeds, and we’ll try to discover together what they’re all up to, as the land gets ready for 
winter!

INVESTIGATING FOREST ECOLOGY     TIME: 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Adults with older children      REGISTER BY: Monday, October 8
Fall is the perfect time to explore the ways of the forest!  The trees are changing color, the plants are scattering their seeds, the 
birds are on the move, and the animals are getting ready for winter.  Everybody’s doing something, and it’s all connected!  Join 
Naturalist Larry for an investigation of the ecology of the forest—we’ll explore together the ways the plants and animals live and 
work together in the woods!

Naturalist Activity:  Making leaf-rubbing artwork – families with young children.

October 20  
UN-NATURAL IN NATURE      TIME: 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. 
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, October 15
Get your discovering senses ready and join the Retzer Naturalist for a nature exploration hike.  We will be on the lookout for 
what belongs in nature and what does not.  You’ll be surprised what we will fi nd out on the trails.  After the stroll, we’ll come in 
to enjoy some crafts made from recycled materials.

Naturalist Activity:  Recycled art and worm composting.

October 27 
BEGINNERS REMOTE CONTROL     TIME: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, October 22
Beginners remote control – cars, planes and boats.

Naturalist Activity:  Remote control questions and answers with display.

RECYCLING OUTREACH BOOTH – Ask Waukesha County recycling staff questions, pick up information, get a free blue 
recycling bin (while supplies last), and learn how to increase recycling rates! 
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November 3 
ATTRACTING WILDLIFE TO YOUR LAND    TIME: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, October 29
Attract wildlife to your backyard, vacation home or farm.

Naturalist Activity:  Examples and uses of specialized microhabital niches: nesting sites, hibernaculums,
protective cover for wildlife species from insects to mammals and more.

November 10 
TIME BANDITS, ALIENS AND SPACE TRAVEL   TIME: 9-11 a.m. with the option to see the 
Adults & Families        Planetarium Program at 11 a.m.
         REGISTER BY: Monday, November 5
Retzer and the Planetarium combine forces in this program highlighting activities around aliens and space travel.  Design a 
cool space alien mask.  Later wear your mask as you blast off for a Planetarium program called “Time Bandits”.  
**Retzer program participants will get a reduced planetarium show rate of $3.00 each, payable at the door.** 

Naturalist Activity:  Migration – should I stay or should I go? (afternoon)

November 17 
ANIMAL SCULPTURES      TIME: 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, November 12
Adaptations of live teaching animals, animal sculpture with clay.

Naturalist Activity:  Getting to know the Retzer teaching animals.

December 1
THE SECRETS OF SEEDS      TIME: 9-11 a.m. 
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, November 26
Discover the secrets of prairie seeds!  Learn about their wide variety of characteristics such as size, and how they survive and 
grow in the prairie.  See how Retzer prepares collected seeds for winter storage- try your hand at “seed cleaning” (preparing 
seeds for planting).  View photos of seeds taken with macro photography.  You are sure to gain a big appreciation of small 
things in this workshop.

Naturalist Activity: Drawing/ coloring seeds (for kids.)  Visit the display of prairie seed I.D. guides and photos.

December 8
AN INTRODUCTION TO SLR NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY  TIME: 9-11 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, December 3
SLR stands for Single Lens Refl ex, a popular and versatile camera that takes photography beyond the capabilities of pocket-
size “point and shot” models. This class is for those who are wondering if a SLR is the right choice or for current owners who 
want to know more about the possibilities of their very adaptable device.   Topic areas will include but not limited to: basic 
shots, lens sizes and styles, fi lters, basic maintenance and care, macro and fake macro shots and available accessories.  
Camera ownership is not required for class. 

Naturalist Activity:  Photography Q & A, with Display

December 15
WILDLIFE IN WINTER: PHYSIOLOGY AND BEHAVIORAL
 ADAPTATIONS FOR LIFE IN THE COLD    TIME: 9-11 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Monday, December 10
This program will discuss animal and insect adaptions to winter. Survival strategies include migration, hibernation, resource 
caching and physiological adaptation to the cold. Examples of making your property winter wildlife friendly by adding plants 
that provide both food and cover, and creating natural structures for hibernaculums and protection from predators will also be 
given.

Naturalist Activity: Examples of mammal study skins, skulls, and winter food selections
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December 22
THE FOREST IN WINTER- TREES, SHRUBS,    TIME: 9-11 a.m.
BIRDS AND ANIMALS (AND HOW THEY ALL SURVIVE)  REGISTER BY: Monday, December 17 
Adults & Families              
As the forest settles into the long, cold winter, everybody has a plan.  The trees lose their leaves, the wildfl owers die back to 
underground stems and roots, and the mammals fatten up on energy-rich autumn food.  Join Retzer Naturalist Larry Kascht for 
an exploration of the forest and its creatures in winter—what their survival plan is, and how they make those plans work.

Naturalist Activity: Examples of mammal study skins, skulls, and winter food selections

January 5
TRACKING WORKSHOP      TIME: 9- Noon   
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Friday, December 28
In winter, nature records the fascinating activities of animals.  We can often tell more about animals by the signs they leave 
behind than we can from direct contact with them.  Animal tracks are important clues but nibbled branches, stray animal fur, or 
scat makes these clues all signifi cant to the story they tell.  Participants will learn how to identify the tracks of different animal 
species, and read the animals’ activities.  We will even learn how to move the way different animals do in order to make certain 
kinds of tracks.  When you learn to read the signs, it’s like being let in on little secrets of animal life.

January 12
WINTER WILDLIFE ON SNOWSHOES    TIME: 9- 11a.m. or 1-3p.m.
Adults (a.m.)   Families and Scouts (p.m.)    REGISTER BY: Monday, January 7
Get moving!  Get connected!  Winter is a great time to get out and explore your environment, and snowshoes are a great way to 
do it.  Join a Retzer Naturalist as you trek the trails in the silent world of winter on snowshoes.  We will cover the various styles 
of snowshoes and how to use them.  The program will emphasize wildlife tracks and signs, and recreational snowshoeing as 
you connect to your winter surroundings.  No snow?  Come out and visit with our staff naturalist.

January 26
WINTER WILDLIFE ON SNOWSHOES    TIME: 9- 11a.m. or 1-3p.m.
Adults (a.m.)   Families and Scouts (p.m.)    REGISTER BY: Monday, January 21

January 19 
WIGGLE WITH WORMS      TIME: 10-11 a.m.
Adults & Families       REGISTER BY: Thursday, January 17
FREE – Sponsored by Waukesha County Recycling    
Children will learn another great method of recycling – composting! We will talk about nature’s ultimate recyclers, worms, and 
vermicomposting. Children will be able to touch, learn about, and feed our worms as well as fi nd cool “decomposer” bugs 
using microscopes and make a recycled worm craft to take home! We will challenge children to learn about all items that can 
be recycled and actions everyone can take to become more environmentally-friendly at home!

February 9
WINTER WILDLIFE ON SNOWSHOES    TIME: 9- 11a.m. or 1-3p.m.
Adults (a.m.)   Families and Scouts (p.m.)    REGISTER BY: Monday, February 4
Get moving!  Get connected!  Winter is a great time to get out and explore your environment, and snowshoes are a great way to 
do it.  Join a Retzer Naturalist as you trek the trails in the silent world of winter on snowshoes.  We will cover the various styles 
of snowshoes and how to use them.  The program will emphasize wildlife tracks and signs, and recreational snowshoeing as 
you connect to your winter surroundings.  No snow?  Come out and visit with our staff naturalist.

February 16
WINTER WILDLIFE ON SNOWSHOES    TIME: 9- 11a.m. or 1-3p.m.
Families & Scouts       REGISTER BY: Monday, February 11

February 23
WINTER WILDLIFE ON SNOWSHOES    TIME: 9- 11a.m. or 1-3p.m.
Families & Scouts       REGISTER BY: Monday, February 18
RECYCLING OUTREACH BOOTH – Ask Waukesha County recycling staff questions, pick up information, get a free 
blue recycling bin (while supplies last), and learn how to increase recycling rates! 
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Retzer Nature Center   
Waukesha County Parks & Land Use   
S14W28167 Madison Street
Waukesha, WI   53188

Nature Center Offi ce Hours:  
Sunday - Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For more information call - 262-896-8007 
For Program Registration call - (262) 548-7801

Return Service Requested

Look inside our great new guide!  

We have combined programs with other organizations as well as created a more complete guide 
through two seasons.  You will be seeing more changes as we start moving toward a paperless 

program guide.  Being a part of the County-Wide stainability initiative, we will continue to make 
decisions in a fi scally prudent manner to improve the long-term quality and regenerative capacity 

of our communities, the environment and the economic systems that support our common life.

Please help Retzer Nature Center conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars, by signing up for 
future editions of this Program Guide to be received via e-mail.

Subscribe by sending your e-mail address to retzer@waukeshacounty.gov saying 
“Please send mailings via e-mail.”  By including your mailing address in the text would insure 

correct family identifi cation. Th e Program Guide will also be available on our website at 
www.waukeshacountyparks.com.  Just click on the calendar to view.   Print copies are available at 

the Retzer Nature Center for those who do not have internet access.


