
G reat job Water Challenge 
contestants!!!!  For the first 
quarter, you reduced your 

water consumption by 
approximately 15%. That is 
equivalent to 317,500 gallons of 
water. Second quarter reductions 
were even greater.  We saved 
16.5%.  That is a savings of 
557,800 gallons; with a combined 
two quarter total of 875,300 
gallons.  These numbers confirm 
that as we gain experience and 
change our water-use behaviors, 
the amount of water  we conserve 
can grow even greater. 

When we compare these savings 
with the usage by the entire 
Waukesha Water Utility class of 
residential customers, we noticed 
that over the past six months, 
there was also a reduction.  The 
reduction was 6.3% which amounts 
to just fewer than 6,994,000 
gallons saved for approximately 
16,680 residential customers.  
While, for the most part, people 
are conserving, the residential 
contestants have thus far shown a 
much greater reductions! 
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Get a toilet replacement rebate 

Waukesha Water Utility is the first 
water utility in the state of 
Wisconsin to offer their customers 
a rebate for high efficiency toilet 
replacements. 
 

Beginning on Saturday, October 18, 
2008, Waukesha Water Utility is 
offering a $25 rebate for the first 
100 people who replace a high-
volume (3.5 gallon or more) toilet 
with a High-Efficiency Toilet that 
uses a 1.28 gallon/flush.  Only 
toilets that are listed on the EPA’s 
WaterSense Toilet model list 
(www.epa .gov/watersense/pp/
find_het.htm) are eligible for a 
rebate. 
 

Rebates are limited to one per 
service address and will be issued 
on a first-come, first-serve basis.   
Rebate applications will be available 
at the Waukesha Water Utility (in 
the office or here on-line) and 
various other places.  For more 
information visit:   http://
w w w . c i . w a u k e s h a . w i . u s /
WaterUtility/toilet_rebates.html. 
 

Replace your old water-
guzzling toilet with a high-
efficiency toilet and reap 
the rewards!  

Challenge Sponsors 
Waukesha State Bank  

City of Waukesha 
Culver’s Frozen Custard  

Kohler Co.  
Little Caesars Pizza  

Metropolitan Builders Association 
Murfs Frozen Custard and Jumbo 

Burgers  
Murn & Martin, S.C. Attorneys at 

Law  
 RC Graphics  

Roundy’s Supermarkets, Inc.   
Ruekert/Mielke Engineers and 

Surveyors  
Schoenwalder Plumbing  

School District of Waukesha 
Sprizzo Gallery Caffé’ 

Subway Sandwiches & Salads  
Sunset Family Restaurant  

Sunset Video  
UW-Extension 

Waukesha County 
Wisconsin On-site Water  

Recycling Association  

SAVE WATER  !                    SAVE MONEY!                      WIN PRIZES !                    HAVE FUN! 

You helped save more than  
875,000 gallons over six months.  

Keep up the great work! 



R ain gardens are a great way 
to reduce runoff pollution 
and increase infiltration.   

What is a rain garden?  It is a 
sunken garden that receives runoff 
from your roof or yard.  The 
garden captures rain water and 
with the aid of native plants, 
infiltrates the water into the 
ground.  This is becoming 
increasingly 
important as 
more of our 
watersheds 
become 
paved, 
increasing the 
amount of 
runoff and 
likelihood of 
flooding.  
 

A rain garden may be formal or 
non-formal.  Many rain gardens are 
planted in an in-formal design using 
native grasses and sedges in 
combination with wildflowers.  
Because of the grasses and sedges, 
many people are left with the 
notion that rain gardens are weedy 
and unkempt.  But a rain garden 
does not have to include sedges and 
grasses—the choice is entirely 
yours.  By using shorter flowers 
and leaving out the sedges, a 
formal look can be accomplished.   

Washing machines 

When purchasing washing machines 
know what the ‘Water Factor’ is. 
The Water Factor is 
the number of 
gallons of water 
the washing 
machine uses 
per cubic 
feet of 
clothes 
being 
washed. The ‘average’ load of 
clothes is 2.7 cubic feet. So on 
“typical” washer  with a water 
factor of 13.3 , the water usage 
per load would be almost 37 
gallons. Some washing machines 
have a water factor as low as 4.5, 
which on a typical size load would 
be only 12.5 gallons per load, a 
savings of two-thirds water use! 
 

Reverse osmosis (RO) units do a 
good job of ‘filtering’ water, 
however, for every gallon of water 
they filter, as much as four gallons 
of water can be lost down the drain 
as “reject” water. Some water 
conscious customers tell us that 
they use the reject or backwash 
water from their R.O. unit to water 
plants and gardens. One customer 
has even mentioned they use the 
R.O. backwash to fill their toilet 
tank for flushing! Great ideas! 

By designing the garden yourself, 
you can achieve the look you want.  
 

Through the Graham-Martin 
Foundation, Waukesha County is 
able to offer homeowners the 
opportunity to receive rain garden 
plants at ½ the retail cost.  These 
native prairie plants are grown by 
Agrecol and normally sell for 

$3.60 for a 3” 
potted plant.  
With this 
grant, 
homeowners 
may purchase 
plants for 
$1.80 per 
plant—1/2 the 
normal price.  
 

For more information on how to 
plan and install a rain garden visit: 

 www.waukeshacounty.gov/
cleanwater  

and click on the rain gardens 
under quick Links.  You will be able 
to link to a manual on design and 
installation as well as find plant 
lists and order forms for the 
grant program.  To qualify for the 
grant, simply plan on installing a 
rain garden and place your rain 
garden plant order with Waukesha 
County by January 31, 2009.  

Before purchasing these two 
appliances research their true 

water use. 

The Waukesha Water Conservation Coalition 
In 2006, Waukesha Mayor, Larry Nelson, and County Executive, Dan Vrakas, called 
for a coalition dedicated to Water Conservation in Waukesha County. The coalition 
consists of environmental groups, county, city and municipal leaders, the Waukesha 
Water Utility, college and school officials, scientists, engineers, attorneys, the 
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and private individuals. All share the 
common desire to conserve and protect Waukesha County’s critical resource . . Water.  

Rain Gardens: A Beautiful Solution to Water Pollution 

Water Challenge 
Save Water!  Save Money!  Win Prizes!  Have Fun! 

Waukesha Water Utility 

115 Delafield Street 

Waukesha, WI 53186 

Phone: 262-521-5272 

Email: contactus@waukesha-water.com  

Web: http://www.ci.waukesha.wi.us/WaterUtility/whatyoucandotohelp.html  

Water efficient 
appliances can save 

more than just water.  


