
A s we wrote about in the last 
newsletter, outdoor irrigation 

accounts for a large percentage of 
the water most families use during 
a typical year. In fact, nationwide, 
lawn & garden watering account for 
nearly 1/3 of residential water use 
in the United States, around 7 
billion gallons per day. 
That’s a lot of H20 
getting spread on our 
yards and the EPA 
estimates half of it is 
wasted due to 
evaporation, wind or 
overwatering. Here are 
some outdoor water 
efficiency tips from the EPA’s 
WaterSense program:   
 http://www.epa.gov/watersense/index.htm 
 

Avoid overwatering (Or don’t 
water at all.) 

Turf grass needs around one inch 
of water per week during the 
growing season to stay green and 
growing and looking its best. 
However, irrigating more than one 
inch per week on a regular basis can 
actually make a lawn more 
susceptible to other environmental 
stressors by encouraging shallow 
root growth, and, unless you prize a 
high quality lawn, grass will survive 
most Wisconsin summers on rainfall 
alone. It may go dormant (stop 
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growing and turn brown) during dry 
periods but most grass can remain 
in this condition for 2 months 
before dying.  
 

Correctly position sprinklers 

How often have you seen sprinklers 
putting more water on the sidewalk 

or driveway than the 
grass? Proper sprinkler 
placement puts the water 
on the lawn instead of the 
pavement.  
 

Upgrade equipment 

Households that do lawn 
irrigation can still save 

water by using “smart” watering 
technologies like weather-based 
controllers and soil moisture 
sensors. Professional help is 
increasingly available to help 
homeowners find and install the 
right products.  You can find a list 
of EPA WaterSense certified 
landscape irrigation professionals in 
Southeast Wisconsin by visiting the 
EPA’s WaterSense website 
highlighted above. 
 

Want more lawn care tips?  

Download the Lawn Maintenance 
factsheet from UW-Extension: 
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/ 
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R ain barrels can reduce outdoor 
water use during the summer.  

A rain barrel collects water and 
stores it for when you need it to 
water plants, wash your car or add 
to a swimming pool.  It provides an 
ample supply of 
“soft” water—it 
contains no 
chlorine, lime or 
calcium. 
 

A rain barrel is a 
specially designed 
barrel for 
catching and 
storing rainwater 
from your roof 
that would have 
ended up as 
runoff into the 
storm drains. 
Usually a rain 
barrel is 
composed of a 55 
gallon drum, a 
vinyl hose, PVC 
couplings, and a 
screen grate to 
keep debris and 
insects out.  A 
rain barrel is relatively simple and 
inexpensive to construct and can 
sit under any gutter down spout. 

A rain barrel will save most 

A s a Water Challenge 
participant you probably 

realize toilets are heavy drinkers. 
Nationwide, toilets account for 
nearly 30% of indoor residential 
water use. So, when it comes to  
conserving water inside, it pays to 
focus on the toilet.  
 

The first thing 
to check for are 
leaks. Toilet 
leaks are very 
common , but 
sometimes hard 
to  find. Often 
you can hear a 
leak by listening 
very closely for 
hissing sounds 
caused by water 
flowing. Another 
trick is dripping 
a few drops of 
food coloring into the tank 
reservoir and waiting 10 minutes or 
so. If any colored water appears in 
the bowl, you know you have a leak 
and need to adjust or replace the 
flapper valve.  
 

If your toilet uses more than 1.6 
gallons of water per flush, you may 
decide to just replace it with a new 
efficient model. Over the course 
of a few years your new toilet 
might very well pay for itself in the 
form of lower water bills and save 
thousand of gallons of water in the 
process.  

homeowners about 1300 gallons of 
water during the peak summer 
months.  Saving water not only 
saves you money and energy, but it 
helps our environment two ways.  
(1) Keeping water out of storm 

drains decreases 
the amount and 
impact of runoff to 
the Fox River,  and 
(2) the rain water 
captured in the  
barrel means less 
water will need to 
be pumped out of 
our shrinking 
aquifers.  A rain 
barrel is an easy 
way for you to have 
a supply of clean, 
fresh water for 
outdoor use—free! 
 

Rain Barrels Now 
Locally Available! 

Waukesha County 
now has rain barrels 
available at Retzer 
Nature Center 
located at S14 
W28167 Madison 

St, Waukesha.  Or you can contact 
Jayne Jenks at: 
jjenks@waukeshacounty.gov for a 
list of local rain barrel suppliers.  

Toilets: Big Water Users! 

The Waukesha Water Conservation Coalition 
In 2006, Waukesha Mayor, Larry Nelson, and County Executive, Dan Vrakas, called 
for a coalition dedicated to Water Conservation in Waukesha County. The coalition 
consists of environmental groups, county, city and municipal leaders, the Waukesha 
Water Utility, college and school officials, scientists, engineers, attorneys, the 
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and private individuals. All share the 
common desire to conserve and protect Waukesha County’s critical resource . . Water.  

Rain Barrels Save You Money 
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Waukesha Water Utility 

115 Delafield Street 

Waukesha, WI 53186 

Phone: 262-521-5272 

Email: contactus@waukesha-water.com  

Web: http://www.ci.waukesha.wi.us/WaterUtility/whatyoucandotohelp.html  

A rain barrel sits underneath a 
downspout and collects rain 

water from your roof. When it’s 
full, a diverter or overflow valve 
bypasses extra rainwater away 
from your foundation. A solid or 
screened lid keeps mosquitoes 

from breeding.   

Living with an old 
or leaky toilet is 
just like flushing 
money down the 

drain!   


