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When is a certification needed

• Subdivision plats

• .5 acres of new impervious surfaces

• New public or private roads

• By request from Town or County Zoning Administrators



What is reviewed for certification?

• Location and size of drainage easement and outlots

• Setbacks from wells, structures, steep slopes & road right-

of-ways;

• Location of access drives and easements

• Utility easements

• Stormwater maintenance agreement

• Compliance with site drainage



1. Drainage Easements

Sample Language: “All lands within areas labeled “drainage easement” are reserved for 

stormwater collection, conveyance, treatment or infiltration. No buildings or other structures are 
allowed in these areas. No grading or filling is allowed in these areas that may interrupt stormwater 
flows in any way. The Maintenance Agreement may contain specific maintenance requirements 
for these areas. The [municipality name], Waukesha County or their designee are authorized 
access in these areas for purposes of inspecting the stormwater management practices or 
enforcing the terms of Maintenance Agreement. 

• Preserve stormwater flow paths and stormwater 

BMP locations

• Prevents activities that obstruct flows

• Specifies maintenance responsibility



2. Outlots
• Outlot ownership shall be the same as those responsible for maintenance;

• Proportional undividable interest for all properties in control of the applicant 

and drain to the BMP;

• Can be combined ownership for sites with more than one BMP.

A sample outlot statement is 

available for use with new 

land divisions



3. Stormwater Basin Setbacks

• Wells (NR 812 WI Admin Code)

o 100 feet for infiltration basins, 25 feet to private wells for wet ponds & 
rain gardens, 400 feet from community wells

• Structures (DNR Technical Standards)

o Buildings shall not be hydraulically connected to infiltration basins 

• Steep Slopes (DNR Technical Standards)

o 200 foot setback from 20% slopes

• Road Right-of-Way

o Keep embankments and spillways from the Right of Way



4. Stormwater Maintenance Agreement

• Recorded as a deed restriction

• Before construction begins:

• Basin locations

• Maintenance plan

• After construction is done:

• As-built plan views and cross-sections

• Design summaries

• Verification letter

• Termination letter

• Transfers maintenance responsibility from developer to owner

Template agreements are available upon request



5. Stormwater Access Drives & Easements

2006 – Looking Southwest 2017 – Looking Northeast

Minimum 15 feet wide



6. Site Drainage – Grading

• Positive flow away from all buildings, roads, driveways 

and septic systems;

• Minimize adverse impacts to adjacent properties.



Site Drainage – Streets

• Prevent concentrated flows from crossing traffic lanes;

• Max flow depth at the road centerline is 6” for the 100 

year storm;



Site Drainage – Bridges and Cross-Culverts

• Comply with applicable design standards/regs.

• Facilitate fish passage;

• Prevent increased flooding and channel erosion;

• Preserve upstream runoff storage areas or provide 

compensatory storage;



Site Drainage – Subsurface

• Basement floor surfaces at least 1-foot above high 

groundwater elevation;

• Avoid hydric soils;

• Report & repair drain tiles encountered during 

constructions;

• No discharge of groundwater from tile lines or sump 

pumps onto adjacent land without approval;



Site Drainage – Open Channels

• Carry peak flows from a 10-year storm for planned land 

use for entire drainage area;

• Side slopes 3:1 or flatter;

• For drainage areas more than 130 acres, design to carry 

peak flows from a 25-year storm;

Site Drainage – Storm Sewers

• Design for applicable community technical standards



Site Drainage – Structure Protection 

and Safety
• 2-foot vertical setback between maximum water elevation in a 100-

year storm to lowest opening;

• 50-foot horizontal setback between the ponding limits in a 100-year 
storm and the structure;



Building Setbacks – Too Close for 

Comfort? 



Internally Drained Areas
Rain on Frozen Ground

Ponds and “internally drained” kettles 
(ponding areas not regulated by zoning)



Ponds and “internally drained” kettles 
(ponding areas not regulated by zoning)

Internally Drained Areas
Rain on Frozen Ground



Basement Wetness and Flooding 

Prevention Standards



Checklist 4



Certification Process

• Same as the preliminary stormwater plan review;

• LRD collects a fee prior to certification review;

• 10 working day timeline for review;

• Outcome: Either a completed certification checklist or a 

review letter



Certification of Compliance Checklist

0 = Not Applicable,   Y = Complies,   N = Does not comply



Thank you

Any Questions?

Please fill out the survey


