
Habitat for more than 
humans…

The UWM Sandburg Commons 
Green Roof Project
Assoc. Prof. James Wasley
UWM Dept. of Architecture



Definition, applicability, benefits, basics 
of green roof planning, how it fit into the 
campus storm water planning, design 
standards and installation examples. 

Variety of products available, plants for 
SE WI, roof loads, water sealing, runoff 
quantity/quality, maintenance needs, 
etc.



UWM as a 
Zero-
Discharge 
Zone:

I.
A Stormwater 
Masterplan for the
UWM campus

II.
The Pavilion Gateway
Demonstration Project Associate Professor James Wasley

University of Wisconsin Milwaukee





Approx. 53%
of campus area

Campus total (excluding 
Downer Woods)

5,000,000 s.f.

Impervious 
Surfaces



The north side of 
campus paved over

The north side 
of campus as a 
forest



Approx. 20% 
of campus area

Internally 
Drained Roofs





































































































































Special thanks to:

•Scott Peak, Director of University Housing

•Dave Riesch, Buildings and Grounds 
Superintendent, University Housing

•Dave Bartelt, Wisconsin Division of State 
Facilities

•Tom Garnetzke, Facilities Engineering

•Gene Sewalish, Pioneer Roofing

•And many many students, faculty and 
professionals who have contributed 
their time and expertise….







“UWM should adopt a policy of installing Green Roofs

for all appropriate internally drained roof replacement projects.”


