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 Background  
      
History of farmland preservation planning in Waukesha County 
 
2011 Farmland Preservation Planning process 

• Advisory committee 
• Local community input & public comment 
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Chapter 2 - Inventory and Trends: Demographics, Agriculture and Land Use  

     
Development and Demographic Trends and Projections 

• Population growth 1950-2009 
• Distribution of Population 
• Household Trends 
• Employment trends 
• Growth and Land Use Projections 
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Agricultural Data and Trends 

• Dairy and Livestock 
• Agricultural Products Sold 
• Urban Agriculture 
• Agricultural Employment 
• Agricultural Land Use 
• Agricultural Infrastructure and Support Services 
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Influence of Land Use Plans on Development Patterns and Agricultural Use 

• 1984 - Waukesha County Agricultural Land Preservation Plan 
• 1996  - A Development Plan for Waukesha County Wisconsin   
• 1998 - Waukesha County Agricultural Land Preservation Plan 
• 2009 - A County Development Plan for Waukesha County 
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Chapter 3 - Farmland Preservation Tools, Planning Standards and Recommendations  

     Farmland Preservation Tools   
• Land use plans 
• Zoning 
• Agricultural Enterprise Areas 
• Farmland preservation agreements 
• Purchase of development rights/Agricultural easements (PDR/PACE) 
• Transfer of development rights 
• Farmland preservation income tax credits 
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 Farmland Preservation Planning Standards and Recommendations 

• Farmland Preservation Objective #1 (Preserve sustainable blocks of farmland) 
o Principle 
o Formulation of Farmland preservation standards 
o Primary Standard – Farmland Preservation Areas 
o Secondary Standard – Unrefined Areas for Future AEA Designation 
o Analysis Process Using a Geographic Information System (GIS) 
o Summary of Farmland Targeted for Preservation (Primary Standard) 
o Summary of Unrefined Areas for Future AEA Designation (Secondary Std.) 
o Soils Analysis of all Farmland Preservation Categories 
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• Farmland Preservation Objective #2 (Minimize land use conflicts) 
o Principle 
o Standard A 

 Implementation recommendations – land use plans 
 Implementation recommendations – zoning codes 

o Standard B 
 Implementation recommendations 

o Standard C 
 Implementation recommendations 
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• Farmland Preservation Objective #3 (Encourage agricultural investment) 
o Principle 
o Standard 

 Implementation recommendations 
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• Final Waukesha County Farmland Preservation Plan 
o Implementation recommendations (farmland preservation and AEA’s) 
o Farmland Preservation Plan Amendment Process 

• Plan Summary 
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     Exhibits 
A. Township Data Summary and Maps of Targeted Farmland for Preservation  
B. Waukesha County Farmland Preservation Plan Maps (DATCP Certified) 
C. Planning Timeline 
D. Public Hearing Notice 
E. Staff Report and Recommendation 
F. DATCP Plan Certification 
G. Waukesha County Ordinance Adopting the Plan  

 

 


