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Valentines Day Wall Hanging: 
 
Materials needed: Pink construction paper; White 
poster board or card stock; Crepe paper stream-
ers cut to 14 inch lengths; 18” pieces of yarn 
Paint and paint brush, scissors, tape or glue 
Have child make a fist with left hand. Paint the 
pinky and hand below. Have child press hand 
onto poster board or card stock. Repeat with right hand to make heart. 
Trim poster board or card stock and mount onto pink construction paper. – 
Construction paper serves as frame. 
 
Add Valentines Message and names 
 
On back of construction paper. Tape or glue crepe paper streamers and yarn to 
make the hanger. 
 
Valentines Day Picture Frame: 
 
Materials Needed: Tongue depressors or popsicle sticks; Valentines Day Heart 
Candies; Picture of Child and construction paper; Yarn to make hanger; Glue. 
 
Glue four tongue depressors or popsicle sticks together to form a frame. Glue 
candy hearts around frame for decoration. (Note: if you put clear nail polish on 
hearts they will last longer). Cut a piece of construction paper or card stock to 
fit frame. Mount child picture onto middle of paper or card stock. Attach paper 
or card stock to frame.  Glue on piece of yarn for hanger to back of frame. 
 
Valentines Day Prints: 
 
 A.    Materials Needed: Colored tissue paper hearts, white construction paper 

and vinegar. 
Have children brush construction paper with vinegar. Then have them lay 
the tissue paper hearts in a random pattern or overlapping on the white 
construction paper. Let dry. Peel of tissue paper hearts to reveal color 
print. 

 
 B.   Materials Needed: Plastic Valentines Day Cookie Cutters; Tempera paint 

and construction paper or card stock/poster board.   
Have children dip cookie cutters into paint and print onto paper or card 
stock/poster board.  Can make these into Valentines Day cards. 

 
C. Materials Needed: Hearts cut out of various grains of sandpaper. Mount to 

floor or table. Have children take white paper and place over hearts and 
rub with crayon. 

source:  www.perpetualpreschool.com  
 
Valentine’s Day Fruit Dip:   
Mix 1 container or strawberry yogurt with 
2 cups of strawberry or plain Cool Whip 
 
 
Valentine’s Day Wreath:   
Spray bundt pan with non stick spray. 
Sprinkle candy hearts on bottom of pan 
Make Rice Krispie Treat Recipe – Add red food coloring into butter to turn pink. 
Press Rice Krispie Treats into bundt pan. 
Flip out to reveal wreath. 
 
 
Valentine’s Day Punch:    
1 Liter of Raspberry Sherbet 
¼ cup pineapple juice 
2 Liters of Sprite 
With sherbet half melted mix in pineapple juice and 
whisk until mixture smooth. Add Sprite slowly and 
continuously and mix. 
 
 
Sweethearts:  
Refrigerated biscuits 
Sugar and Cinnamon mixture 
Melted butter 
 
Separate biscuits and use heart shaped cookie cutter 
to form hearts. 
Roll heart into melted butter then sugar and cinnamon 
mixture 
Bake according to package directions. 
 
 
Heart Tarts:    
Frozen pie crust 
Favorite Jelly or Jam 
 
Use heart shape cookie cutter to cut pie crust into 
hearts. Curl up the edge of one heart. Add spoonful of 
jelly or jam. Cover with another heart and seal.  Bake 
at 350 or 375 degrees for about 10 minutes or until 
brown.    

Arts & Crafts  
Corner 

Nutritious Nibbles:  
Valentine Snacks 
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 Recall Items 

 Child Care Certification: Test Your Knowledge 

 
 
Congratulations to the Mantei family on the 

birth of AVERY MARIE on Tuesday  
January 12, 2010.   

 
Avery weighed 8 lbs. 11 oz. and was 20 ½ 

inches long. 



You never get a second chance to make a first impression. It may only 
take three seconds for someone to form an opinion of you based your 
appearance, body language, demeanor or mannerisms. You want to make 
a good impression when potential clients first see your home and when 
they come into your home for an interview. 
 
Parents may form an opinion of your child care just by the outward appear-
ance of your home. So here are some things to think about: 

 Are your house numbers visible and easy to read so that parents 
can find you easily? 

 Is your lawn mowed and as weed free as possible? 

 Is there anything sitting in your front yard that should be put 
away before parents arrive? Ie: yard tools, garden hose, news-
paper or mail 

 Is the exterior of your home in good repair? Ie: paint, bricks, 
windows 

When a parent is coming to your home for an interview, consider the fol-
lowing when preparing for the interview. 

 Call the parent the day before or the day of the interview to con-
firm the appointment 

 Make sure your home is in order but don’t over clean. If you 
have time before the interview bake cookies or burn some fra-
grant candles or potpourri. Your strongest sense is your sense of 
smell. 

 Make sure your day care area is set up and ready. Have toys 
available for the child who is coming. 

 Make sure your own family knows you are interviewing potential 
clients and they are not to interrupt you. 

 Greet the parent and child upon arrival. 

 Offer the parent and child a tour of your child care center 

 Spend a few minutes getting to know the parents and the child 

 Go over the policies and procedures of your child care center 
with the parents. You can do this by having the parents ask 
questions and then filling in what they do not cover in their ques-
tions or you can give them a copy of your policies to look at and 
they can ask questions as they come up either way you should 
also spend some time observing and interacting with their child. 

 If you have a Personal Portfolio of your training and experience, 
any awards you have received, or any evaluations or letters you 
have received from former clients you can show that to the par-
ents. 

 If you have a photo album of your child care program that illus-
trates the different aspects of your program you can show that to 
the parents. Pictures may show children playing, sleeping, eating 
or show activities children are engaged in at different times of 
the year or projects that your children have made in the past. 

 Make sure you have enrollment packets made up for the parents 
if they decide to enroll their child in your program. This packet 
should contain a business card, contract and policies, and re-
quired forms for enrolling a child.  If the parent is not ready to 
enroll, you can ask if there is anything you can do to help them 
make the decision today. If they say no, then ask when they 
think they will be making a decision and is it ok to call them then. 
This is important to do especially if you are interviewing other 
prospective clients so you do not wait on this parent’s decision 
and lose other potential clients in the mean time. 

 Send the parent a thank you note. You may want to include the 
latest copy of your program’s newsletter if you have one. 

 
 Please remember that you are also interviewing the client as much as the 
client is interviewing you. You want to make sure the parent and child will 
fit into your current child care program. Look for parents with the same 
ideas about child care and child development that you have yourself. Look 
for parents who like the information contained in your contract and policies. 
Observe the child and see how he/she will fit with the group of children you 
are currently caring for.  You want parents who will work with you and not 
against you. You want children who will get along with the other children 

and not present challenging behaviors. Trust your instincts when it comes 
to interviewing potential clients. 
 
Information for this article was taken from the following source:Family Child 
Care Marketing Guide by Tom Copeland published by Redleaf Press – 
www.redleafpress.org 

I would like to do child care in my basement or on the second story of my 
home. Am I able to do this? 
 
Yes, but as of June 1, 2008 there are some rules that went into affect con-
cerning exits. Each floor or level used for child care now must have at least 
2 exits. The primary exit must be a door or stairway providing unobstructed 
travel to the outside of the building at street or ground level.  
 
If child care is done on a second story of a home the secondary exit must 
be a door or stairway leading to a platform or roof with railings which has 
an area of at last 25 square feet, is at least 4 feet long, and is not more 
than 15 feet above the ground level.  It can also be a window not more 
than 46 inches above the floor that is capable of being opened from the 
inside without the use of tool or removal of sash and which as a window 
opening size of at least 20 inches in width and 24 inches in height. The 
provider should consult with the local fire department on how to exit from 
this secondary exit. 
 
If child care is done in the basement, the secondary exit may be one of the 
following: 

 A door or stairway that provides unobstructed travel to the out-
side of the building at street or ground level. 

 A window of not more than 46 inches above the floor that is 
capable of being opened from the inside without the use of tool 
or removal of a sash and which has a window opening size of at 
least 20 inches in width and 24 inches in height. The window 
shall open directly to the ground or to a window well with an area 
of at least 6 square feet that is not more than 46 inches below 
the ground. If bottom of window is more than 46 inches above 
the floor there must be a permanent fixed platform, ladder or 
steps. 

 
See rule DCF 202.08 (2) (a) 

Attention Certified Family Child Care 
Providers. Are you aware that there is a 
lending library for you to use that has 
books, toys and equipment that you can 
borrow to use in your child care pro-
grams?  Cost to you is FREE. Currently 
the library has car seats, double strollers, 
port a cribs and port a crib sheets, safety 
gates, baby monitors, children’s books 
and baby activity gyms. We are in the process 
of expanding this library by purchasing more 
items. Look for more information in the next 
newsletter as to what is available. To sign 
equipment in and out contact either Jennifer at 
262-548-7250 or jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov 
or Karen at 970-4795 or knar-
low@waukeshacounty.gov.  
and arrange for a time to come in. 

DAY CARE CERTIFIER CORNER: 
New Rules & Regulations 

BUSINESS BEAT CORNER: 

 

We would love to hear from you… 
 

Please let us know if you have specific questions or concerns.  
We would like to start a provider question of the month, so 
please call or send an e-mail with your questions each month to 
Jennifer Mantei at jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov or (262) 548-
7250 or Karen Narlow at knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov or 
(262) 970-4795. 

LENDING LIBRARY: 



 Joey Hess is the owner of My Family Day Care, a 
regularly certified family child care home in Wauke-
sha. Joey has been doing home family child care 
since September of 2009. She has four children 
enrolled with ages ranging from 9 months to 3 ½ 
years. They are all are girls and on different sched-
ules. Joey says they keep her busy and she doesn’t 
sit down unless it’s to play or eat with them. In her 
spare time Joey says she likes to go to the library 
where it is quiet and read or go to the children’s 
section to check out books and items for her child 
care. 
 
Joey has been in the early childhood field since her 

daughter Courtney was 9 months old. Courtney is now 14 years old and into 
basketball. Joey says she attends a lot of games and tournaments. She said 
she got into early childhood because she was working at the Marriott and had 
very early hours. It was hard taking a new born to child care early in the morn-
ing so she decided to go work in child care centers where she could take 
Courtney with her to work.  Joey’s advice to other providers is to be patient. 
Take your time and remember sometimes you have to take a step back to 
evaluate first before going ahead. 

What is The Registry? 
 
The Registry is Wisconsin’s recognition system for the childhood care and 
education profession. The Registry acknowledges and highlights the training, 
experience etc. of early childhood professionals.  The Registry verifies training 
and continuing education required by the Department of Children and Families 
as well as on the career ladder. 
 
The current career ladder has 17 levels from Level 1 for Entry Level Training 
to Level 17 a Doctorate. The Registry uses the Core Knowledge Areas of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children and Child Develop-
ment Associate Content Areas of the Council for Professional Recognition to 
quantify trainings. 
 
The Registry also offers Credentials. Current credential programs include 
Administrator, Pre-School, Infant/Toddler and Inclusion. The credentials are 
credit based, 12-18 credits, with specific courses and a Capstone course to 
implement knowledge and through the development of a portfolio or project. 
There is also a commission process for obtaining a credential. 
 
The Professional Development Approval System is another program adminis-
tered by the Registry. This system gives providers an idea of what kind of 
training they are receiving and make trainers more accountable. This system 
evaluates trainers using education, experience, etc and then awards them a 
trainer type from basic to master or specialist. This system will help to insure 
consistent training statewide and lead to a more educated work force.   
 
Cost to join the Registry: Standard Application Renewal Application 
 On-Line $50.00                           $25.00 
 By Mail    60.00                             35.00 
 
For more information contact the Registry: 
www.the-registry.org 
1-608-222-1123 
5900 Monona Drive  
Suite 205 
Madison, WI 53716 

February 3: Milwaukee Public Library Ready to Read 
  Atkinson Library- 1960 W. Atkinson Ave., Milwaukee 
 FREE                    Time: 6-7:30 p.m. 
 Register: Victoria Sanchez – 414-286-8420 
 
February 4: Choking Hazards and Managing Sleep Troubles 
   Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin- Clinic – New Berlin 
   4855 S. Moreland Road 
  FREE    Time:  6:15 – 8:00 p.m. 
   Register: Gina Kensey – 414-337-7729 
 
February 9:  Raising Healthy Families-Nutrition Tips You Can Count On-

Infancy thru Preschool 
  Burleigh Elementary School –16165 Burleigh Pl,, Brookfield 
  FREE   Time: 6:30 -8 p.m. 
  Register: Cathy Weis – 262-781-5280 
 
February 18: Emergent Literacy Tool Kit 
 Waukesha County Technical College, 800 Main St., Pewaukee 
 Cost: $9.07     Time: 6:30 p.m. 
  Register: Mary Snieg – 262-691-5259 
 
February 20: Project Learning Tree PreK-8 
   Milwaukee Public Museum – 800 W. Wells St. 
  Cost: $45.00    Time: 9:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m. 
  Register: Dawn Koceja – 414-278-6943 
 
February 23:   Who Spiked the Punch? 
  Whitefish Bay School District 
  Middle School Media Center – 1144 E. Henry Clay 
 Cost: $25.00  Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 Register: Judy Mays – 414-278-9322 (WECA) 
 
February 24:  Sibling Rivalry 
 Shorewood HS Administration Bldg-Rm 116–1701 E. Capitol Dr. 
 Cost: $25.00 Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 Register: Judy Mays – 414-278-9322 (WECA)     
 
February 27: Make and Take Math Activities 
 St. Luke’s Child Life Ministries, Waukesha 
 Cost:  $17.00 Time:  9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 Register:  414-562-2650 
 

For these and other training opportunities check out:  
www.the-registry.org 

 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON A PROVIDER 
Joey Hess 

HOT TOPICS: 

Professional Development, Networking & 
Training Corner: 

Thank you to our providers for returning their  
Background Information Disclosure forms.   Just a 
Reminder to you that there will be no charge to you 
for these quarterly backgrounds checks or any fees 

charged for recertification or initial certification. 

 
Save the Date:    
 
April 17, 2010 – Child Care Provider Recognition Event and Training 
October 5, 2010 – Child Care Provider Recognition Event 



Drop Side Cribs Recalled by Caramia Furniture Due to 
Fall and Entrapment Hazards 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in 
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall 
of the following products. Consumers should stop using recalled products 
immediately unless otherwise instructed.  
 
Name of Product: Diane Crib 
Units: About 1,000 
Distributors: Caramia Furniture and Mother Hubbard Cupboard’s, of On-
tario, Canada 
Hazard: The slats on the cribs drop-side can detach from the top and bot-
tom rails, posing fall and entrapment hazards to the child. 
Incidents/Injuries: The firm has received 18 reports of slats detaching from 
the rails of the crib. No injuries have been reported. 
Description: This recall involves Caramia “Diane” drop-side cribs. The cribs 
were manufactured between September 2002 and June 2004. A label af-
fixed to the inside of the headboard or footboard lists the manufacturing 
dates. 
Sold at: Buy Buy Baby and juvenile product and mass merchandise stores 
nationwide from September 2002 through December 2005 for between $240 
and $370. 
Manufactured in: Slovenia 
Remedy: Consumers should 
immediately stop using the 
recalled Diane crib and con-
tact Caramia Furniture to 
receive a free replacement 
drop side. The free replace-
ment will be available begin-
ning March 2010. 
Consumer Contact: For 
additional information, contact 
Caramia at (877) 728-0342 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
ET Monday through Friday, or 
visit the firm’s Web site at 
www.caramiafurniture.com 
 
 
 

Children’s “Big Rex and Friends” Cloth Books Recalled 
Due to Risk of Lead Exposure 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in 
cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall 
of the following products. Consumers should stop using recalled products 
immediately unless otherwise instructed.  
 
Name of Product: "Big Rex and Friends" Cloth Books 
Units: About 204,000 
Importer: St. Martin’s Press LLC, of New York, N.Y. 
Hazard: A red plastic dot sewn in the book contains high levels of lead. 
Lead is toxic if ingested by young children and can cause adverse health 
effects. 
Incidents/Injuries: None reported. 
Description: This recall involves “Big Rex and Friends” cloth books. The 
book has a black and white striped border with a red dinosaur on the cover. 
The words “Big Rex and Friends” are printed on the cover. ISBN 
031249260X or 9780312492601 is printed on the back of the book. 
Sold at: Barnes & Noble, Toys “R” 
Us, Amazon, Borders and other 
bookstores and retailers nation-
wide from May 2004 through Octo-
ber 2009 for about $9. 
Manufactured in: China 
Remedy: Consumers should im-
mediately take the recalled book 
away from children and contact St. 
Martin’s Press for instructions on 
returning the book for a full refund. 
Consumer Contact: For addi-
tional information, contact St. Mar-
tin’s Press at (800) 347-9411 or 
visit the firm’s Web site 
www.priddybooks.com/recall 

         (Look for Answers in March Newsletter) 
 

RATIO SCENARIOS:  Are the following certified child care providers within 
child to provider ratio? 
 
#1:  Kelly is currently watching the following children in her certified family 
child care home: (Kelly has two children of her own ages 10 and 12 years.) 
 
 Sue  4 years   7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 John  3 years 6:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 
 Matt  2 years  9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
#2  Dawn is currently watching the following children in her certified family 
child care home: (Dawn has two children of her own ages 15 months and 3 
years) 
                  
 Matt 6 months 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 Helen  12 months 6:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 
 Katie 18 months 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
#3   Sandy is currently watching the following children in her certified family 
child care home: (Sandy does not have any children of her own) 
               
 Abby 2 years 6:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 Shannon 4 years 6:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 Jesse 6 years 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 Mary 4 years 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 Joey 2 years 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 Dylan 18 months 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
#4   Linda is currently watching the following children in her certified family 
child care home: (Linda has two children ages 8 and 10) 
 
  Billy 18 months 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 Elise 16 months 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 Allen 2 years 7:15 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
 Cheri 14 months 1:00 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Important Phone Numbers:  
 
Child Day Care Certification Staff 
Jennifer Mantei, Social Worker 
jmantei@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-548-7250 
 
 
Karen Narlow, Day Care Coordinator 
knarlow@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-970-4795 
 
 
Kathy Mullooly, Supervisor 
kmullooly@waukeshacounty.gov 
262-896-6832 
 
 
 
Very Special Thanks to  
Maureen Erb for designing  
and producing our newsletter.   

RECALLS: CHILD CARE CERTIFICATION:   
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


