
RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
 

Adapted from Quality Child Care for Children with Special Needs 

 
Resources to Get You Started 

 
Wisconsin First Step Resource & Referral Hotline 

1-800-642-STEP (7837)  •  www.mch-hotlines.org/  
The best place to start for information about services for young children with special needs including those offered 
by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Birth to 3 Program, public schools, therapists, and Centers for 
Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs. 

 
Family Village: A Global Community of Disability-Related Resources 

www.familyvillage.wisc.edu  
Your first stop on the web for disability-specific information and links to other Internet sites that can help you. 

 
For information about your Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) rights & responsibilities 
 

Disability Rights Wisconsin  •  1-800-928-8778  •   www.disabilityrightswi.org  
 

U.S. Department of Justice, ADA Information Line 
1-800-514-0301 (voice) or 1-800-514-0383 (TTY) 
www.ada.gov  •  www.justice.gov/crt/about/drs/  

 
For information about educational rights under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
 

Wisconsin Family Assistance Center for Education, Training, and Support (FACETS) 
1-877-374-0511  •  www.wifacets.org  

 
Wisconsin Statewide Parent/Educator Initiative (WSPEI) 
1-877-844-4925  •  www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/parent.html  

 
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) 
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html  

 
 
More Information 
 
The CORE of a Good Life: Guided Conversations with Parents on Raising Children with Disabilities, 2009 

www.disabilityrightswi.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/core_guide.pdf  
 
A Thinking Guide to Inclusive Child Care for Those Who Care About Children With and Without Disabilities, 2008  •  

www.disabilityrightswi.org/archives/112 
 
Finding Your Way: A Navigation Guide for Wisconsin Families Who Have Children and Youth with Special Health Care 

Needs and Disabilities, 2011  •  www.waisman.wisc.edu/cedd/pdfs/FindingYourWay.pdf 
 
Quality Child Care for Children with Special Needs: A Resource for Parents and Child Care Providers, 2011  •  

dpi.wi.gov/ccic/pdf/together_ch_g.pdf 
 
Preschool Options:  Approaches to Serving 3- to 5-Year-Olds with Disabilities (15-minute streaming video in English or 

Spanish)  •  wispdg.org/ec/video.html  
 

Helpful Resources 
 
The Arc – Wisconsin  •  1-877-272-8400  •  www.arc-wisconsin.org  

The Arc is a statewide membership organization serving people with developmental disabilities and their families. 
 
The Registry  •  608-222-1123  •  https://www.the-registry.org/Credentials/Inclusion.aspx  

A professional development agency that offers course training and information to early childhood and school-age 
practitioners in order to effectively provide services to all children. 



 
SpecialQuest Multimedia Training Library  •  http://ncoe.pointinspace.com/trainingmaterials  

Free online training videos to support the inclusion of young children with disabilities, birth to five, and their 
families, in early care and education settings. 

 
Supporting Families Together Association (SFTA) 

1-888-713-KIDS (5437)  •  www.supportingfamiliestogether.org  
This statewide association assists child care programs in linking to resources and other programs available for 
children with or without disabilities. 

 
United Cerebral Palsy  •  1-800-872-5827  •  www.ucp.org  

Serving people of all ages and with all developmental disabilities.  An excellent resource for a wide range of 
disability-related information.  Call the 800 number to be referred to the UCP affiliate closest to you. 

 
Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health (WI-AIMH)  •  608-442-0360  •  www.wiimh.org  

Promoting social and emotional well-being for all infants and children in Wisconsin. 
 
Wisconsin Child Care Information Center (CCIC)  •  1-800-362-7353  •  www.ccic.wi.gov   

Free lending library for child care professionals.  Videos, books and other disability-related resources can be 
mailed to child care providers and instructors. 

 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Birth to 3 Program      

608-266-8276  •  www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/children/birthto3/index.htm    
Provides early intervention services in the form of physical, occupational, educational or speech therapy for 
children from birth to 3 years of age. 

 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

1-800-441-4563  •  www.dpi.wi.gov  •  www.preschooloptions.org  
Government agency that oversees the quality and funding of public schools, including services for children with 
special needs. 

 
Wisconsin Early Childhood Collaborating Partners  •  www.collaboratingpartners.com  

This website provides a wide range of information, resources, and links related to early childhood education and 
care in Wisconsin. 

 
Wisconsin Head Start Association  •  608-442-6879  •  www.whsaonline.org  

Serves children from birth to age 5, pregnant women, and their families to increase the school readiness of young 
children in low-income families. 
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Special Needs Resource Information  
 
 
ABC for Health 
This site contains information on a broad range of health coverage programs available to children and 
families as well as details about the services of ABC for health.  
www.safetyweb.org/  
 
American Lung Association in Wisconsin 
13100 W. Lisbon Road Suite 700, Brookfield, WI, 53005  
Phone:  262- 703-4200  
http://www.lung.org/associations/states/wisconsin/ 
 
Association for the Rights of Citizens- ARCh 
419 Frederick Street, Waukesha, WI 53186-5606 
Phone:  262-542-9811  Fax: 262-542-5280   
http://www.waukeshaarch.org/  
 
Autism Behavioral Network 
3636 N 124th St Suite 200, Wauwatosa, WI 53222 
Phone:  414-476-9755   
www.autismbn.com  
 
Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin, Inc. 
9733 W. St. Martins Road, Franklin, WI 53132 
Phone:  414-427-9345   Fax:  888-280-1844         
http://www.assew.org  
 
Autism Society of Wisconsin  
1477 Kenwood Drive, Menasha, WI 54952 
Phone:  920-558-4602   Toll-free: 1-888-428-8476   Fax:  920-558-4611  
www.asw4autism.org   
 
Care Notebook 
Helpful record-keeping forms to print off your computer. Various newsletters on health care coverage 
for children are also archived on this site. Provides an organized method to manage your child's 
medical, educational and social/emotional information.   
www.chw.org 
 
Children's Health Alliance of Wisconsin 
Statewide organization providing coalition building, information and resources regarding child health. 
Key programs include: asthma, childhood obesity, early childhood systems, mental health, oral health 
and trauma preparedness.  
620 S 76th Street, Suite 120, Milwaukee, WI 53214  
Phone:  414-292-4000    
http://www.chawisconsin.org  



 
Center for Deaf-Blind Person, Inc. 
3195 South Superior Street, Milwaukee, WI 53207 
Phone:  414-481-7477   Voice/TTY/Braille Access TTY: 414-481-7481 
www.deaf-blind.org  
 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
This web site provides you with information on all types of diseases and conditions as well as 
information on ages and stages and healthy living.  
http://www.cdc.gov/DiseasesConditions/     
http://www.cdc.gov/parents/infants/ 
 
CHADD- Children and Adults with Attention Disorder 
Phone:  1-800-233-4050 
http://www.chadd.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Chapter_Search_Display1&state=wi 
 
City of Waukesha Lead- Based hazard Control- Healthy Homes                                                 
Addresses lead based paint hazards that can affect development                                                             
Phone:  262-524-3752       
http://www.ci.waukesha.wi.us/comdevblockgrant  
                                                                                                             
Disabilities Advocates: Wisconsin Network 
A strong advocacy voice in Wisconsin to communicate needs and priorities of families who have 
family members with disabilities; Friday Fax and other project-related news bulletins provide a 
weekly report on current governmental policy, planning, activities, information, resources and 
leadership education for individuals or organizations.  
The Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities 
201 West Washington Avenue, Suite 110, Madison, WI 53703 
Toll free phone number:  888-332-1677    Voice:  608/266-7826  
E-Mail:  bpddhelp@wi-bpdd.org    
http://www.dawninfo.org  
 
DSAW- Down Syndrome Association of Wisconsin 
Parent to parent support, workshops and information for families who have a child with 
Down syndrome 3211 South Lake Drive, Suite 113, St. Francis, WI 53235      
Phone:  414-327-3729 or 866-327-DSAW    
Email:  info@dsaw.org    
http://www.dsaw.org/ 
 
4MyChild 
Phone:  1-800-469-2445   
www.cerebralpalsy.org 
 
Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin 
1016 Milwaukee Avenue, South Milwaukee, WI  53172           
Phone:  414-571-5566   Toll Free Line:  800-470-5463   Waukesha Main Line:  262-547-6821 
http://wi-se.easterseals.com 
 



Epilepsy Foundation of Southeastern Wisconsin 
Parent to parent support and information about epilepsy and seizure disorders. 
35 N. Water Street, Suite 541, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
Phone:  414-271-0110     
http://www.epilepsyfoundationsewi.org/ 
 
Family Voices of Wisconsin 
Family Voices of Wisconsin is a statewide network of families who have children and youth with 
special health care needs and/or disabilities and those who work on their behalf.  
P.O. Box 55029, Madison, WI 53705          
Phone:  608-220-9598     
E-mail:  barb@fvofwi.org 
http://www.fvofwi.org 
 
National Attention Deficit Disorder Association 
Phone:  1-800-939-1019    
E-mail: info@add.org     
www.add.org  
 
National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities  
NICHCY is the center that provides information to the nation on: disabilities in children and youth; 
programs and services for infants, children, and youth with disabilities; IDEA, the nation’s special 
education law; and research-based information on effective practices for children with disabilities. 
 Phone:  1-800-695-0285 Toll-free, Voice/TTY       
E-mail:  nichcy@fhi360.org    
www.nichcy.org 
 
New Horizons Un-Limited, Inc. 
A non-profit organization committed to promoting communication and providing information to 
empower people with life-long disabilities, their families and caregivers. If you click on the "assistance 
and agencies" link you will find listings and summaries of organizations and agencies that offer 
services and programs to aid individuals with disabilities.  
811 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 937, Milwaukee, WI 53202  
http://www.new-horizons.org/  
 
Southeastern Regional Center Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 
Southeast Regional Center for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs is dedicated to 
supporting families with children and youth with special health care needs and the providers who 
serve them.  
Located at Daniel M. Soref Family Resource Center at Children's Hospital of WI 
9000 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 
Phone:  1-800-234-5437              
http://southeastregionalcenter.org 
 
Special Olympics Wisconsin 
Special Olympics Wisconsin is a statewide organization providing persons with cognitive disabilities 
year-round sports training and competition. With seven area offices throughout the state, Special 
Olympics Wisconsin serves nearly 10,000 athletes in nearly 220 communities statewide. 
10224 N. Port Washington Rd., Mequon, WI 53092   
E-mail: info@specialolympicswisconsin.org 
http://www.specialolympicswisconsin.org  
 



Team Up With Families 
The mission of Team Up is to enrich, nurture and strengthen families of children with special needs 
through its activities, services and programs. They provide social activities for families of children with 
special needs and their families. 
W246S3244 Industrial Ln. Unit B, Waukesha, WI  53189 
Phone:  262-746-9034 
teamupwithfamilies.org 
Katy’s Kloset, a service of Team Up with Families, is a medical equipment lending library.  
http://www.teamupwithfamilies.org/site/cpage.asp?cpage_id=180001234&sec_id=180000769 
 
United Cerebral Palsy of Southeastern Wisconsin 
United Cerebral Palsy of Southeastern Wisconsin seeks to advance the independence, productivity 
and rights of citizenship for persons with cerebral palsy and other disabilities and their families in 
Milwaukee, Waukesha, Ozaukee, Washington, Racine and Kenosha counties. Provides respite care 
for families as one of their services 
7519 West Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53219     
Phone:  414-329-4500   TTY: 414-329-4511   Toll Free: 888-482-7739  
E-mail:  info@ucpsew.org 
http://www.ucpsew.org 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency                                                                                                   
EPA promotes scientific understanding of environmental asthma triggers and ways to manage 
asthma in community settings through research, education and outreach. This web site provides lots 
of facts about asthma.     
http://www.epa.gov/asthma/ 
 
Waukesha County - Lutheran Social Services Birth To Three Program 
500 Riverview Avenue, Waukesha, WI 53186 
Phone: 262-548-7212       
http://www.waukeshacounty.gov/defaultwc.aspx?id=38694 

 
Waukesha County Public Health Division 
 615 W Moreland Blvd, Waukesha, WI 53188    
Phone:  262-896-8430  Toll Free: 1-800-540-3620  TTY: 262-896-8234 
http://www.waukeshacounty.gov/defaultwc.aspx?id=37116    
 
Wisconsin Children’s Dyslexia  
The Children’s Dyslexia Center-Milwaukee is a non-profit organization committed to helping children 
overcome the obstacles of dyslexia by offering free one-on-one multisensory reading and written 
language tutoring. 
Phone:  414-765-9189  
http://wisconsinchildrensdyslexiacenters.org/ 
 
Wisconsin Department of Education – Department of Special Education 
Information about various aspects of special education, including informational update bulletins, 
information on complaints and hearings, along with decisions listed by year. 
http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/dlsea/een/index.html  
 
Wisconsin Department of Health & Family Services 
Information available about Medical Assistance Programs, Disability Programs (including B-3, Katie 
Beckett, and Family Support Program) and long term planning. 
http://www.dhfs.state.wi.us/programs.htm  



 
Wisconsin Early Autism Project  
Milwaukee Clinic 150 N Sunnyslope Road Suite 100, Brookfield, WI 53005 
Phone:  262-432-5660      
www.wiautism.com  
 
Wisconsin Family Ties 
Wisconsin Family Ties, Inc. (WFT), is a statewide, not-for-profit organization run by families for 
families that include children and adolescents who have emotional, behavioral and mental 
disorders. Our mission is to provide greater understanding, acceptance, and support in the 
community for families having children and adolescents with emotional, behavioral and mental 
disorders.                                                 
16 North Carroll Street, Suite 230, Madison, WI  53703    
E-mail:  info@wifamilyties.org 
http://www.wifamilyties.org/index.html              
 
Wisconsin First Step  
Wisconsin First Step is a statewide Information and Referral (I&R) hotline that serves families with 
children and youth who have special needs. 
Phone:  1-800-642-7837    
www.mch-hotlines.org  
 
Wisconsin Institute for Learning Disabilities/Dyslexia, Inc. (WILDD) 
2448 S. 102nd Street, West Allis, WI 53227 
Phone:  414-732-2300  
E-mail:  milwaukee@wildd.org   
https://www.wildd.org/pages/Contact-Us.php 
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Personal Space Sitting Container  
 

From hotrxtools.com & Teaching is a calling...not a cop out! by Aubrey Henneke 

 
This bit of brilliance was designed for students with special needs.  Each child has his or her own 
personal space, which can be outfitted with any sensory comforts that the child might need. 
AWESOME.  Also, one or two of these in a library center would be a super-cool semi-private space 
for any kid.  COOL! 
 
Materials needed 
 Storage container the size you want, we used one that was 110 Qt. We suggest that you make 

sure  that the child’s shoulders and head are above the opening 
 I used a Dremel Rotary tool with a cut-off wheel to cut the opening 
 Safety glasses 
 Wood File to clean the cut edges 
 Scissors or X-Acto knife to cut duct tape 
 Silver or other color Duct tape for covering edges 
 Stickers, permanent markers or other items for child to personalize their tub 
 Blanket and pillow to use inside tub 

 
To Make Personal Space Sitting Container 

1. Use a marker and outline the opening you want to cut out. You can use the container lines as 
guidelines. 

2. Put on the safety glasses to protect your eyes form any flying pieces of plastic.  
3. Using the Dremel with the cut wheel attached, carefully follow the line and cut through the 

plastic on all four (4) sides of the opening.  
4. Use the file to clean any pieces of loose plastic off of the edges on all four (4) sides. 
5. Cover the open cut edges with duct tape. Use half of the piece of tape on top and fold the 

other half of the tape under the plastic so the edges are covered. 
6. Use the duct tape and other items for either you or the child to personalize the tub.  
7. Add the blanket, pillow or other items that will help to comfort the child inside. 


