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Wisconsin Recycling Coalition encourages Waukesha residents to 
“Recycle More”  

 
Waukesha Mayor and community groups aim to educate residents on ways to 

increase recycling  
 

Waukesha (August 11, 2008)- Amid the recent attention to increasing gas prices, an emphasis on efficiency and 
reducing our carbon footprints, one group has been working for years to encourage local residents to recycle 
more.  The Wisconsin Be SMART Coalition launched a statewide initiative called “Recycle More Wisconsin” in 
the City of Waukesha this past weekend with help from Mayor Larry Nelson, Boy Scout Troop #4 , Cub Scout 
Pack 163, and Karen Fiedler, coalition chairperson and Waukesha County Solid Waste Supervisor. The campaign, 
based on new research, educates recyclers about additional products that can be recycled, how to “recycle more” 
and provides information about what happens to recyclables after collection. 
 
Scouts distributed free recycling bins and magnets with the Recycle More Wisconsin website, 
www.recyclemorewisconsin.org, which offers information to residents on what can be recycled beyond the 
typical cans, bottles, and newspaper. Some of these items include: junk mail, magazines and catalogs, and 
shampoo bottles. 
 
Based upon the results of research conducted in five Wisconsin counties, the coalition found that most people 
consider themselves “regular” recyclers, but many do not know all of the items that can be recycled in their 
community.  The new website will be a one-stop resource for people who already actively recycle, encouraging 
them to increase the amount and type of materials they recycle. 
 
“Our ultimate goal is to reduce waste and foster sustainability throughout the state of Wisconsin,” said Karen 
Fiedler, coalition chairperson.  “In Waukesha County, residents recycle more than 33,000 tons of paper and 
containers annually, but some people are still putting valuable recyclables in the trash.  We want to reach all 
residents of the county through our website and encourage them to recycle more items, more often.” 
 
The research and website also put the impact of recycling in perspective and demonstrate the positive 
environmental and economic effects of recycling.  For instance, recycling a three-foot stack of newspaper saves 
one tree and recycling one aluminum can saves enough electricity to power a 100-watt light bulb for four hours.  
The average market value of one ton of residential recyclables is currently over $150. 
 
“Recycle More Wisconsin is a great resource for the public, educators, and communities.  Be SMART has done a 
fantastic job with filling the knowledge gaps of the recycling and waste reduction education and outreach efforts,” 
said Elisabeth Olson, recycling and waste reduction education and outreach coordinator for Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
 
In addition to the Waukesha event, the Be SMART Coalition will distribute additional information about the 
website and the breadth of materials that can be recycled at the following events across the state:  
  July 31 – August 10  Wisconsin State Fair  
  August 14 – August 17  Milwaukee Irish Fest 
  August 20 – August 24  Waupaca County Fair  

http://www.recyclemorewisconsin.org/


   
The Coalition’s efforts are sponsored in part by Cascade Asset Management, a national leader in environmentally 
responsible electronics management, recovery, refurbishing, recycling, and remarketing services, and FCR 
Recycling, an integrated regional solid waste services company that provides collection, transfer, disposal, 
recycling and resource management services. They are sponsoring information pages on the Recycle More 
Wisconsin website.  
 
About the Wisconsin Be SMART Coalition 
The Wisconsin Be SMART Coalition, which stands for Save Money and Reduce Trash, is an award-winning 
partnership of 34 municipalities who are responsible for ensuring recycling compliance in their communities. The 
coalition works with state agencies, non-profit and environmental organizations, business and schools to reduce 
waste, increase recycling and conserve Wisconsin’s resources by preventing recyclables from going to waste in 
landfills.  
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