
FOCUS ON COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Dear Friends,
With a new Governor and legislature in Madison, we are now in a unique position 
to create change.  Governor Walker has outlined some of the major goals on his 
agenda and is working hard to create a plan to reach those goals.  Waukesha 
County has an opportunity and an obligation to assist our Governor and further his 
agenda. 
 

First and foremost, I believe that Waukesha County can be an example for other 
government bodies in the state and for the state.  We have introduced many 
successful programs and policies that have significant and long lasting effects, and 
save taxpayers money.  It is these programs that have made us the lowest per 
capita spending county in the state of Wisconsin.  In Waukesha County, our new, 
non-represented employees have been contributing to their pensions for years.  
Waukesha County was a leader in including this practice in the way we do 
business. 
 

Secondly, Waukesha County will help further the Governor’s agenda by helping 
play an advisory role to the Governor-elect and his staff.  My team and I have 
already provided input and ideas to the Governor on the upcoming legislative 
session and I have made myself available to the Governor and his staff to provide 
information on ways to help local governments be more efficient and save 
taxpayers money.   
 

Lastly, I think the most important role Waukesha County can play in furthering 
the Governor’s agenda and help Wisconsin taxpayers is by creating more jobs in 
the County.  Governor’s Walker has committed to creating 250,000 jobs in the 
state and over 17,000 of those jobs are expected to be created in Waukesha County 
by 2015.  I am committed to doing everything I can to support job creation in 
Waukesha County. 
 

Sincerely, 

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE DESK OF WAUKESHA COUNTY EXECUTIVE  
DANIEL P. VRAKAS 
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“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
 

DRUG COLLECTION 
 Waukesha County Drug Free Communities has 

announced the date for their next countywide 
prescription drug collection on Saturday, May 14th.  
This effort will help reduce prescription drug abuse 
and accidental poisonings in Waukesha County as 
well as help protect local waterways. 
 
Residents are invited to bring unwanted 
prescription medication, over the counter 
medication, ointments, sprays, inhalers, creams, 
vials, herbals and pet medications to the Waukesha 
County Drug Collection.  
 
At last year’s collection, on May 8th 2010, more 
than 2,000 vehicles dropped off 4,688 pounds of 
medication, collectively, at the 6 location sites.  At 
the collection, with drop-off sites in Brookfield, 
Menomonee Falls, Mukwonago, Oconomowoc, 
Pewaukee and Waukesha, 4,297 pounds of non-
controlled and 265 pounds of controlled 
substances, as well as 126 pounds of inhalants, 
were disposed of. 
 
For more information, including locations and 
times link to: 
www.waukeshacounty.gov/drugcollection. 
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Waukesha County, in collaboration with several other organizations, 
is presenting a series of events, titled “Live the Dream,” celebrating 
and commemorating the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
A January 17th luncheon will celebrate, recognize, and share the best 
practices of our business and community organizations in 
championing Dr. King’s principles of justice/equal rights, service to 
others, and acceptance of diversity.  It will be held at Waukesha 
County Technical College and will include a panel discussion of 
organizations who have exemplified these principles.  Tickets for the 
luncheon are $30 per person and attendees can register at: 
www.waukesha.org.   
 
Following the luncheon individuals will have an opportunity to board 
buses at WCTC and be transported to five non-profit agencies that 
promote Dr. King's dream.  During that time, participants will tour the 
agency and learn about the mission, services offered and clients 
served.   
 
Parents and community members are invited to attend a seminar by 
youth motivational speaker and author Brooks Gibbs.  He will discuss 
bullying, including cyber-bullying, and help inspire youth to stop 
bullying on January 24th at 7:00 p.m. at WCTC.  The event is free and 
open to the public. 
 
A countywide food drive and service project around Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day will inspire youth to serve their communities and raise 
awareness about hunger in Waukesha County.  United Way in 
Waukesha County will be assisting school districts throughout the 
County as they coordinate food drives between January 5 and January 
22.  Students will collect food and then count, sort, pack, and label 
boxes for delivery to their hometown food pantries. Through this 
project, youth will be empowered to solve community problems and 
create lasting change. 
 
For more information on the Live the Dream initiative, or any of the 
events, please visit http://www.wctc.edu/live_the_dream. 

MLK DAY EVENTS 

The May 2011 Drug Collection will be the third 
annual Waukesha County Drug Free 
Communities prescription drug collection. 



WAUKESHA JANBOREE 
Waukesha County Parks will once again be partnering with the City of 
Waukesha to host Waukesha JanBoree events in County Parks the weekend of 
January 22-23.  JanBoree has been celebrated in Waukesha County Parks for 
over 15 years.  For a full list of events visit www.waukeshacountyparks.com.  
Here is sampling of some of this years events: 
 
• On Saturday, January 22, Eble Park Ice Arena, in Brookfield, will be 

hosting free ice skating from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  On Sunday, Naga-Waukee 
Ice Arena, in Delafield, will have free ice skating from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

• Sunday, January 23, Minooka Park in Waukesha will wave the park 
entrance fee for the day.  JanBoree activities include an ice-fishing clinic at 
the beach area from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   

• At Minooka Park, enjoy a winter horse-drawn wagon ride around the 
Minooka Pond from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Also, at Picnic Area 3, to the 
Alaskan Malamute Club of Wisconsin will host a dog pull.  This open 
competition, starting at 11 a.m., will have dogs pulling up to 3,000 pounds.   

• Picnic Area 1 of Minooka Park will host a  1km or 2km cross-country ski 
race for children ages 3 to 11, starting at 1:30 p.m. All skills and abilities 
are welcome.  Awards will be given to all participants.   

• Retzer Nature Center will host both indoor and outdoor activities.  From 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. there will be various indoor children's activities or 
you can hike the nature trails with free use of snowshoes for the day.  A 
"Bird Feeding" program will be held at 11:00 a.m. & 1:10 p.m. and a 
"Winter Animal Tracking" program with slides and an outdoor activity will 
be held at noon and 2:30 p.m. The Charles Horwitz Planetarium will be 
playing the “Time Bandits” show for free at select show times.   

NEW WAUKESHA 
COUNTY 

LEGISLATORS    
Last week, Scott Walker was sworn in 
as Wisconsin’s new governor.  Also 
sworn in was a new Wisconsin 
legislature.  Waukesha County has a 
number of new State Senators and 
Representatives in the State Assembly. 
 
State Senators 
 
• Leah Vukmir – District 5 – 

Representing the Eastern portion of 
Waukesha County including 
Brookfield and Elm Grove. 

• Rich Zipperer – District 33 – 
Representing Central Waukesha 
County including Merton, Lisbon, 
Lannon, Sussex, Pewaukee and parts 
of Brookfield and Waukesha. 

 
Legislators 
 
• Paul Farrow – District 98 – 

Represneting Pewaukee and parts of 
Brookfield. 

• Chris Kapenga – District 33 – 
Representing Delafield, Wales, 
Genesee, Hartland, Nashotah, 
Chenequa, North Prairie, and parts 
of Mukwonago and Waukesha. 

• Dale Kooyenga – District 14 – 
Representing Elm Grove and parts 
of Brookfield. 

• Mike Kuglitsch – District 84 – 
Representing New Berlin. 

“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
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Waukesha County Parks have hosted JanBoree events for over 15 years. 
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