
FOCUS ON COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Dear Friends,
Earlier this month, the Wisconsin Taxpayer’s Alliance released a study 
showing that Waukesha County has the lowest per capita spending among 
all of Wisconsin’s counties.  This study confirmed that Waukesha County 
is using tax dollars in the most efficient way possible and taking steps to 
limit taxes and spending. 
 
This week, I introduced my proposed budget to the County Board which 
will maintain Waukesha County’s position as a low tax leader.  This 
budget greatly limits the impact on the homeowner.  In the five years that I 
have had the honor and privilege to serve as County Executive, I have kept 
my promise to Waukesha County taxpayers by working with the County 
Board to provide low County taxes and high quality services.  In fact, if the 
proposed budget passes, County taxes on a median valued home in 
Waukesha County will have gone up by about $2 per year in the last five 
years – this is less than half a percent per year. 
 
During tough economic times, such as those our country is currently 
facing, we are looking for certainty and stability from government.  The 
proposed 2011 budget pays tribute to our proud history of certainty and 
stability while laying sound fiscal policy for our future. 
 
As a life long Waukesha County resident, I am proud of the history of this 
great County and am optimistic about our future. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE DESK OF WAUKESHA COUNTY EXECUTIVE  
DANIEL P. VRAKAS 
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“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
 

ROUNDABOUT RIBBON 
CUTTING

On Wednesday, September 29th, Waukesha County 
cut the ribbon for the second Waukesha County 
roundabout.  The roundabout, located at the 
intersection of Barker Road and North Avenue in 
the City of Brookfield, was opened earlier in the 
month. 
 

The intersection, which was previously a 4-way 
stop, was one of the most congested intersections in 
the County, particularly during rush hour.  Local 
support for the roundabout from residents and 
elected officials played a key role in its 
implementation.  Since the opening of the 
roundabout, the congestion in this area has been 
dramatically reduced.  When used properly, studies 
have shown roundabouts to be a safer and more 
efficient alternative to a stop-light intersection. 
 

Roundabouts, where appropriate, are a part of 
Waukesha County’s sustainability initiatives.  By 
design, roundabouts reduce vehicle emissions and 
require less energy because a stop light does not 
need energy 24/7. 
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Waukesha County Circuit Courts have joined 41 other Wisconsin 
counties by adding a new electronic payment feature to its menu of 
services.  E-payment is available for unpaid fines or forfeitures 
ordered in the Waukesha Circuit Courts and can be made through 
the State’s WCCA website.  WCCA’s website provides access to 
certain public records of the circuit courts of Wisconsin. The 
information displayed is an exact copy of the case information 
entered by court staff into the Consolidated Court Automation 
Programs (CCAP) case management system in the counties where 
the case files are located.  
 
E-payment provides individuals with one more option to pay their 
unpaid court ordered fine or forfeiture and is conveniently 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Payments will continue 
to be accepted through the mail, in person at the courthouse, or via 
credit card payments (Visa, MasterCard and Debit) over the phone. 
 
Waukesha County Clerk of Court Kathleen Madden states, “The 
ability to pay bills on-line exists everywhere in society, and the 
general public expects these services from government too.  We 
are very pleased to add e-payment as an option to pay unpaid fines 
and forfeitures and hope the public will take advantage of this 
convenience.“   Madden explained that while the convenience to 
the public is a great benefit, e-payment also creates efficiencies 
within the courts by automatically updating transaction and case 
information into CCAP and by providing audit and reporting 
functionality.  She explains, “Utilizing every tool available to meet 
the customer needs and creating efficiencies within the system is 
our goal, and e-payment does both.” 
 
E-payments can be made using MasterCard or electronic check by 
accessing your case on WCCA at http://wcca.wicourts.gov.  
Transaction fees are assessed directly to the customer using the 
convenience of the on-line service.   

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 
ANNOUNCES E-PAYMENT SERVICES 

County Executive Dan Vrakas cuts the ribbon 
with Brookfield Mayor Steve Ponto and 
Supervisors Jim Heinrich and Pat Haukohl. 



SPOOKA MINOOKA 
 
The City of Waukesha Parks, Recreation and Forestry (WPRF) and 
Waukesha County Park System are excited to announce that Spooka 
Minooka is scheduled for Friday, October 22 from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. at 
Minooka Park, 1927 E. Sunset Drive in Waukesha. This Friday night event is 
recommended for parents and their children ages 6-12.  
 
Spooka Minooka is the only Halloween event in the area specially designed 
for children.  The theme this year is “Lost in Wonderland.”  The $10 per 
carload fee includes many fun events and activities to take part in, such as 
crafts, carnival games, cookie decorating, tattoos, a guided nature hike and a 
campfire with spooky tales. 
 
The Haunted Barn is $5 per person and is appropriate for children. Families 
can also climb aboard a horse-drawn wagon for a ride through the eerie 
Wonderland paths at night, for $5 per person.  
 
On Saturday, October 23, from 6 to 9:00 p.m., Waukesha County’s Minooka 
Park Barn will be haunted for adults and children 13 and older during the 
Barn Encore.  This event is $7.00 per person, which includes parking.   
 
For more information go to www.waukeshacountyparks.com or call 262-
548-7801. 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
AWARDS LUNCHEON  

The fifteenth County Executive 
Awards Luncheon will take place at 
the Country Springs in Waukesha, on 
Thursday, October 14. Registration 
will start at 11:30 a.m., followed by 
lunch at 12 p.m. 
 
Reservations for the luncheon are 
available at $42.00 per person, and 
corporate tables of 10 are available 
for $420.00.  For further information 
or to make reservations, contact 
Shirlene Hazelberg at 548-7902. 
 
Keith Tozer, the Head Coach and 
Vice President of Soccer Operations 
for the Milwaukee Wave, will be the 
keynote speaker and his address will 
focus on leadership and building a 
winning team.  He has spent 26 years 
coaching indoor soccer, 18 with the 
Milwaukee Wave, and compiled 
more victories than any other coach 
in North American indoor soccer 
history.  
 
This year’s winners are:  Business of 
the Year – Fox Bros. Piggly Wiggly; 
Large Non-Profit of the Year – 
Humane Animal Welfare Society of 
Waukesha County, Inc.; Small Non-
Profit of the Year – ARCh; and 
Government Agency of the Year – 
Hamilton School District. 

“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
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Families board the Spooka Minooka horse-drawn wagon ride as part of the 
event’s Haunted Hayride. 
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