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Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol

Biocontrol is a type of pest management that utilizes living organisms to control
a nuisance or invasive species. In the case of invasive Purple Loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria), a beetle species known as Galerucella or "cella" beetles
can be introduced to manage dense or difficult to reach populations. These
beetles are specialized predators, meaning they prefer to consume invasive
Purple Loosestrife and have no negative impacts to our native plant species.
Cella beetles are also very prolific; 10 collected beetles can multiply into 1,000
over the course of a month. These characteristics make them an excellent
biocontrol candidate, and they have successfully proven that throughout the
state since the 1990's. For more information, visit the WIDNR's Purple
Loosestrife Biocontrol website here.
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Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol Timeline

You can help assist with the Purple
Loosestrife Biocontrol program
through digging and planting
rootstock, sewing nets, collecting
beetles, raising plants and beetles,
and releasing beetles.

If you are interested in volunteering at
any stage of the Purple Loosestrife
Biocontrol process, please reach out
to Amanda Schmitz
(amanda.schmitz@washcowisco.gov
or (262) 483-9687) for more details. Cella beetles consuming Purple Loosestrife
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Integrated Pest Management

There are several factors to consider when selecting a control method for
Purple Loosestrife, including the density of the population and access to the
site. Smaller, scattered populations may be better controlled via cutting,
digging, or chemical application. The above graphic provides guidance on
which method is most appropriate for your site.

We're Hiring!



Do you know somebody who is passionate about working on the water?
Washington & Waukesha Counties are recruiting for our summer intern
positions! Duties include watercraft inspection through the Clean Boats, Clean
Waters program, lake surveys, education & outreach events, and AIS removal
efforts. These positions are great resume builders for anyone looking to enter
the environmental field. Both full-time and part-time positions available.

Washington County Positions Waukesha County Positions

https://mywc.washcowisco.gov/ess/employmentopportunities/default.aspx
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/waukeshacounty/jobs/3945698/aquatic-invasive-species-intern?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs


The Aquatic Invasive Species Program is a cooperative effort between
Washington & Waukesha Counties, supported by grant funds from



Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and a number of
generous local lake groups working to control the spread of AIS. 

​Thank you for your support!
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