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Invasive Species of the Month:
Rusty Crayfish: Small but Destructive!

by: Mia Meister

There are 8 crayfish species found in Wisconsin. Of the 8, the rusty and red swamp crayfish
are the 2 invasive species. It is important for boaters and concerned citizens to take action
against these invasive freshwater crustaceans.

Characteristics

e Rusty-colored spots on each side of their back.
« Large, smooth claws are known to range from grayish green to reddish brown.
e Black rings at the end of their claws.

How Rusty Crayfish Became Invasive

» Rusty crayfish are believed to have spread in Wisconsin mainly from fisherman
using them as bait.

» They can spread from people dumping aquariums into lakes and rivers.

e Teachers can unknowingly spread invasive crayfish by using crayfish in
classrooms and then releasing them into the wild.

e They are a very aggressive species, so predators often do not eat them.

» These crayfish reproduce quickly, and females lay between 80-575 eggs.

Adverse Effects

o Rusty crayfish are opportunistic feeders, meaning they consume almost
anything they can get their claws on.

e Erosion increases and water quality decreases due to aquatic plants being
depleted.

 Invasive aquatic plants such as Eurasian watermilfoil increase when rusty
crayfish uproot native plants.

o Rusty crayfish are harmful to fish spawning areas and reduce shelter for native
species.
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